
 

LOVELETTER 

329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

“Found Fighting Against God!” 
 
Jesus had ascended and left the disciples a clear, but less than simple mission: to love one 
another as they had been first loved; to go and teach others in his name; and to invite them, 
through baptism, to enter into a new relationship with God through following “The Way” of 
Christ. Leaders of the temple had, on numerous occasions, made it clear that no one was to 
teach anything in the name of this disgraced and dishonored false prophet.  
The disciples, called to be apostles, didn’t listen. In Chapter 5 of the book of Acts the       
disciples are brought before a tribunal who call them out for their actions saying, 
 

We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,  yet here you have filled Je-
rusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood 
on us. 
 

In response, the disciples make it clear that they can do nothing except live faithfully into the 
calling their rabbi and friend had given them as he left them standing and staring into the 
clouds: 
 

When those on the council heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill 
them. But a respected Pharisee in the council by the name of Gamaliel, who 
was known to be a wise teacher of the law, and who was respected by all the 
people, stood up and ordered the apostles to take a step into the hallway for a 
short time. Gamaliel then turned to his fellow leaders and spoke to them saying, 
“Fellow Israelites, I want you to carefully consider your approach and re-
sponse to these men and their movement. Think about this, not so long ago 
there was a false prophet named Theudas who rose up, claiming to be powerful 
and important, and what was it, like four hundred men joined him; but when he 
was killed all of them who followed him scattered and disappeared. And again 
after that one came Judas the Galilean who tried to raise a ruckus around the 
time of the census and he too got people to follow him; but he also perished, 
and all those too who followed him were scattered.  
So I encourage you to consider this, in this present case, Leave these men alone 
and keep away from them; because if this mission that they speak of is human 
origin, it cannot do anything but fail! If however, there is of God, then we will 
not be able to do anything to deter or stop them—and in trying we would find 
ourselves in the unhappy placed of being found fighting against God! 
(You can read the full text in Acts 5:17-39) 

 
Now I don’t know about you, but in the recent weeks I have really grown tired of the     
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campaign ads. The candidates’ ads from every side of the aisle want to tell me what their   
opponent thinks or is going to do, and why that is for some reason Un-American, or       
something I should be afraid of, or is just plain “wrong.” I’m tired of the idea that the        
primary goal or focus in our life is supposed to be watching out for our own best interest, 
over and against or in opposition to how “our interests” might hurt or affect the lives of    
others.  
 
As tiring as this notion is in the political sphere, nowhere is this energy or idea more tiring to 
me than when I see and hear it in the church of Jesus Christ.  
Remember, after all, that this is His Church! It is not mine; it is not yours; it is not             
Sister Bertha-Better-Than-You’s either. This church belongs to Christ and the calling he has 
given to us is to serve the interests of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, not to ‘watch out’ for the 
interests of a particular denomination, or group, or congregation.  
 
We would do well to remember this, because as Abraham Lincoln famously made clear, “A 
house divided against itself cannot stand.”  Lincoln’s famous statement echoes Jesus’s words 
recorded in Mark 3:25—“If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”      
Lincoln ended his impassioned speech for unity with these famous words:  
 

The result is not doubtful. We shall not fail—if we stand firm, we shall not fail. Wise 
councils may accelerate or mistakes delay it, but sooner or later the victory is sure to 
come. 
 

The result is not doubtful for us either. God has promised through the Word and God’s    
presence that God’s Will is sure to come. We sow the seed, we plant, and we water, but God 
alone is the one who gives the growth (1 Corinthians 3:7). God also calls us to stand resolute 
in truth and love—in the message of reconciliation and dedication of the ministry that has 
been entrusted to us. (2 Corinthians 5:11-21). 
 
When we deliver this message through loving actions and words, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit we shall not fail to move others toward reconciliation with God in accordance 
with His great plan of salvation through Christ. We shall not fail to hear the call to move    
beyond looking out for the “best interests” of me or you or this group or that group, instead 
working towards the best interests of all by being the body of Christ at work in the world, 
better together than we can ever hope to be on our own. And one day we’ll stand before Jesus 
in perfect unity with saints of every nation, tribe, and language (Revelation 5:9-14) praising 
Him for finishing what He started. 
 
Pastor Matthew Muters 

http://holyjoe.org/poetry/stevens.htm
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OFFICE HOURS RETURNING TO DAILY 
 
The office at St Paul will again be open daily from 9-11 am.  While the building is closed to 
the public the hours will continued to be shortened.  If you need immediate pastoral care 
be sure and contact Pastor Muters directly at 641-231-4418. 

Council Vacancies 
 
As we near the end of the year we would like you to consider becoming a member of the 
church council.  We began the year with 7 members (2 short from a full council) and as of 
this printing 2 members have resigned (Ron Lundblad, Jim Aberg), 1 more is resigning De-
cember 31, 2020, (Dave Janssen) and 2 members terms (Linda Koopman, Pat Steinfort) 
will end at the annual meeting which leaves just 2 members (Kristen Stockberger, Bryan 
Bjorklund) on the council.  There are 7 vacancies to fill.  The information below is taken 
directly from our constitution and speaks to the responsibility of the council.  This is just a 
small part of that their responsibility. 
 

The Congregation Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of this 
congregation, and in particular its worship life, to the end that everything be done in 
accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church in America. The duties of the Congregation Council shall include the fol-
lowing: 

  a. To lead this congregation in stating its mission, to do long-range planning, to 
set goals and priorities, and to evaluate its activities in light of its mission and goals. 

  b. To seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, wit-
ness, service, and support. 

  c. To oversee and provide for the administration of this congregation to enable it 
to fulfill its functions and perform its mission. 

  d. To maintain supportive relationships with the pastor (s) and staff and  help 
them annually to evaluate the fulfillment of their calling, appointment, or employment. 

  e. To be examples individually and corporately of the style of life and ministry 
expected of all baptized persons. 

  f. To promote a congregational climate of peace and goodwill and, as differ-
ences and conflicts arise, to endeavor to foster mutual understanding. 

 
The leadership of the church council is imperative to the work of the congregation so 
please give prayerful consideration about serving in this capacity.  If you have questions or 
would like to step forward, please call the church office. 
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Worship Resources for November 
 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 
Prayer of the Day 
O God, generous and supreme, your loving Son lived among us, instructing us in the ways of humil-
ity and justice. Continue to ease our burdens, and lead us to serve alongside of him, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Readings and Psalm 
Micah 3:5-12 - Judgment upon corrupt rulers 
Psalm 43 - Send out your light and truth, that they may lead me. 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 - The apostle’s teaching accepted as God’s word 
Matthew 23:1-12 - All who humble themselves will be exalted 
 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Prayer of the Day 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us 
the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
Readings and Psalms 
Amos 5:18-24 - Let justice roll down like waters 
Psalm 70 - You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 - The promise of the resurrection 
Matthew 25:1-13 - The story of the wise and foolish bridesmaids 
 

Lutheran World Relief Update 
 
While Covid 19 has made getting quilts and school kits delivered to the warehouse a       
challenge.  Our women, along with Our Saviour’s ladies, delivered quilts and school kits to 
the Upper Iowa cluster in Decorah since our cluster wasn't hosting an ingathering.  Below 
are the numbers of what was donated. 
    St Paul Our Saviour’s Combined 
School kits   245  412   657 
Quilts    56  74   130 
Personal Care Kits  0  147   147 
 
An ingathering is planned for November 9 from 9-11 at the Old Sears parking lot.  If you 
would like to help with the truck your help would be appreciated.   
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Sunday, November 15, 2020 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Prayer of the Day 
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that 
we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of 
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Readings and Psalm 
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 - The day of the Lord 
Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 - So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 - Be alert for the day of the Lord 
Matthew 25:14-30  - The story of the slaves entrusted with talents 
 
Sunday, November 22, 2020 
Christ the King 
Prayer of the Day 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches 
of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you 
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Readings and Psalm 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 - God will shepherd Israel 
Psalm 95:1-7a - We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 
Ephesians 1:15-23 - The reign of Christ 
Matthew 25:31-46 - The coming of the Son of Man; the separation of sheep and goats 
 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 
Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threaten-
ing dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
Readings and Psalm 
Isaiah 64:1-9 - Prayer that God would come with power and compassion 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 - Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 - Gifts of grace sustain those who wait for the end 
Mark 13:24-37 - The sudden coming of the Son of Man 
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 

1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &      

families 

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

10. Jean Harms & family 

11. Kay Harms & family 

12. Dixie Howell & family 

13. Dave & Sara Janssen & family 

14. Carol King & family 

15.  Linda Koopman & family 

16. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family 

17. Dennis & Nancy Marsh  & family 

18. John & Carol Meyer & family 

19. Margaret Movick & family  

20. Jim & Diane Murphy & family 

21. Marv Murphy & family 

22. Ron Nielson & family 

23.  Mary C Paulsen & family 

24. Tim & Beth Rozen & family 

25. Carol Rye & family 

26. Diane Sage & family 

27.  Jayne Schiek & family 

28. Crystal Schriber  & family 

29.  Carlyn Schriver & family 

30. Kirk Schriver & family 

31. Megan & Gary Slocum & family 

Happy November  

Birthday! 

 
11/02 Micah Stockberger 

11/06/ Jim Wallace 

11/09 Sue Aves 

11/10 Carol Rye 

11/15 Elaine Aberg 

11/19 Liam Stockberger 

11/23 Donna Becker 

11/26 Bryan Thenhaus 

11/27 Ron Lundblad 

11/29 Diane Murphy 

11/30 Megan Slocum 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

Please call any Prayer Chain member below if 
you have a prayer request.  All requests are kept 
confidential and you can share as much infor-
mation as you are comfortable with.  You may 
call any member and they will start the chain. 
 
Prayer Chain members: 
Geri Barker 641-423-5525  
       (please do not leave message) 
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message) 
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250  
       (leave message) 
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851  
       (leave message) 


