
 

“LOVELETTER” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, who are the Church, of St. Paul and Our Saviour's 
Lutheran Churches 
 I know many of you are wondering, as you have seen the headlines and heard the 
reports of the lifting of restrictions on worshipping communities, "What does that mean for 
my church?" I also have no doubt , as a matter of fact many of you have shared with me 
your thoughts and feelings about seeing headlines about the reaction of various leaders in 
"the Church" to news that we were being told that we’re to be included in the early stages of 
the relaxing of restrictions that were put into place for the well-being and care of our 
community and our most vulnerable friends and neighbors. Here in our particular neck of 
the woods, I guess we could say that in this small area of northeast Iowa these restrictions 
have so far done a decent job. Although I would dare say if you were one of the little more 
than a dozen or so people who were fighting this disease currently, I am not sure you would 
feel the same way. I will be contacting and communicating with leaders from both 
congregations that form our ministry community to discuss all that we are seeing and 
hearing surrounding the questions and options we are facing. In the meantime I wanted to 
share an important "mutual ministry" document from the Northeastern Iowa Synod Deans, 
Chaplains, and the Office of the Bishop that I will be asking leaders of our community to 
take under advisement when having discussions to answer the oft repeated question, "When 
should we start face to face worship?" 
 On Friday 5/1/2020 Diane M and I will be "sitting in" on a Zoom meeting with the 
Cerro Gordo County Public Health and other local leaders to address questions and 
concerns some folks are raising about the pace and manner in which we are being asked to 
go about reopening our communities to the risks of public gatherings, mass activities and 
corporate in-person worship. As we have further discussions and develop a more in-depth 
plan including dates and times, we will be sending additional communications in the mail 
and/or putting together a call list to try and reach people as well with the information you 
need to come to celebrate when God again calls us to gather and be the body of Christ 
TOGETHER IN PERSON!  
 Until then please "come to worship" by going to my YouTube channel at: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCezPHYX_2sJjo7jebjbmRDA?view_as=subscriber Or joining 
us on either the St. Paul or Our Saviour's Facebook Pages. 
 As we prepare to move forward into all that God is doing in us, through us and for us, 
please take some time to read the attached letter, and to prayerful consider how God is 
equipping you for our shared ministry life as we come out of this strange time together.  
 
Peace in Christ 
Pastor Matthew Muters 

329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to Noon 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCezPHYX_2sJjo7jebjbmRDA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCezPHYX_2sJjo7jebjbmRDA?view_as=subscriber


PRAYERS 
 

Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers please 
contact the church office (641-423-7749). 
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WORSHIP UPDATES 
 

While Governor Reynolds has loosened restrictions on worship services we will continue to 
keep the building closed for the time being.  Our congregation leadership is in conversation 
about how we move forward and will keep you updated.  We hope you have been enjoying 
the weekly worship updates that include the lessons for the week and any announcements we 
feel would be helpful for the Body of Christ.  We hope you also enjoying Pastor Matthew’s 
sermons on YouTube and we would welcome your comments.  Please let us know how else 
we can bring a piece of St Paul to you.  Feel free to email us at secretary@stpaulmc.com or 
call the office any morning 641-423-7749 to talk to Diane.  If you would like to email Pastor 
Matthew directly his email address is pastormuters@gmail.com.  We look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
Pastor will continue to post a weekly message on YouTube.  He will be uploading his sermon 
each week on his YouTube Channel which can be accessed by going here https://
www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos.  Some of you have asked if you need to      
subscribe to the YouTube site and no you do not. 
 
You can continue to participate in Trinity’s LiveStream Service.  You can also listen to the 
service on KCMR.  To join the live-stream event Like Trinity’s Facebook page any time    
before Sunday’s service, and then go to Video on the site at 9:30 Sunday morning.  They will 
also be live-streaming to Trinity's YouTube page. To access that go to "Trinity Lutheran 
Church (Mason City)" on YouTube to find it.  If you would rather, you can also listen to a 
live audio version of the service on KCMR 97.9 FM or KCMR’s site online at 
www.kcmrfm.com.  We have heard that some of you have enjoyed sermon hopping on the 
internet. 
 
Please remember that even when we can’t meet in-person as a congregation, the church still 
needs your ongoing support. Thank you to those that have been able to continue their         
financial support of the ministry.  As you are able, your offerings in the form of checks may 
be mailed to us at 329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401. 

WELCA UPDATE 
 
While we have been closed our women have continued the Lily Bag ministry and with a 
generous memorial from the O’Banion family were also able to help our local veterans 
with gift cards for food.  When the cards were delivered to the Veteran Affairs office at the 
Cerro Gordo County Courthouse they were told that they had just given out the last gift 
card.  The ladies were given a huge thank you and the timing was perfect.  

mailto:secretary@stpaulmc.com
mailto:pastormuters@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos
http://www.kcmrfm.com/
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 

 
The National Day of Prayer is observed annually on the first Thursday in May.  This day of 
observance, designated by the United States Congress, asks people “to turn to God in   
prayer and meditation.” The modern law formalizing the annual National Day of Prayer  
observance was enacted in 1952 and each year since, the President of the United States has 
signed a proclamation, encouraging all Americans to pray on this day.   This year it takes 
on an even more important feel.  The National Day of Prayer website can be accessed here 
https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/ if you would like more information.  This year the 
theme is Pray God’s Glory Across the Earth and the scripture is Habakkuk 2:14 -14But the 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the 
sea.  
 
In the past we have had the sanctuary open for prayer and people had selected specific 
times to pray to have a continuous prayer going up from this place and we would like to do 
that again with one small change, we would like people to pray where they are but still at a 
specific time.  If you are interested please call the office 641-423-7749 or Diane      
Murphy 641-512-5851 by noon on Wednesday and we can get you on the schedule.  
We will begin at 9:00am and schedule as many people as are interested every 20 minutes.  
A few prayer resources will be available to help guide your prayers if you would like.     
Below is the 2020 National Prayer for America which is great place to start. 

2020 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA 
 
Lord, we exist to give You glory. We exist because of Your glory, and in Your glory, as our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer. We give you thanks and praise for every breath and moment You have    
given to us. We repent of our sin; for the shameful things we have done against You and for our      
silence when we did not speak up to proclaim Your Name, profess Your Word, or protect and practice 
Your will. We ask Your forgiveness.   

We pray that the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will spread across our nation and the entire earth 
as we seek Your Kingdom and righteousness; as we walk in obedience to You, and in humble unity, 
love one another. Jesus, the Bible says that You are “the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” You 
have taught us to pray, commanded us to love, and commissioned us to share Your gospel of grace. 
Your glory fills our hearts and families, it overflows into our neighborhoods, workplaces, campuses, 
churches, entertainment, and media.  

We give thanks for our military and ask that Your glory would spread to, and through them as they 
preserve freedom around the world. We pray for our government, that all of our leaders and laws 
would be filled with Your glory, that they would magnify Your Holy Word and honor Your will and 
ways. We pray that Your grace and glory would spread to bring hope to the hopeless, and love where 
there is hurt and hate. God, use us as we pray your promise, that “the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” In Jesus Name, Amen! 

 

Kathy Branzell 
President, National Day of Prayer Task Force 

https://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 

1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &      

families 

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

10. Jim & Elaine Aberg & family 

11. Lori Angell & family 

12. Michael Angell & family 

13. Stephanie Arneson & family 

14. Susan Aves & family 

15. Jim & JoEllen Bailey & family 

16. Don & Geri Barker & family 

17. Bryan & Bethany Bjorklund & family 

18. Lyle & Corrine Butler & family 

19. Karen Cornick & family  

20. Zell Cottrell & family 

21. LaVern & Tanya Dahl & family 

22. Roger & Beverly Ennis & family 

23.  Harold Gaiser & family 

24. Jack & Anne Gannett & family 

25. Jean Harms & family 

26. Kay Harms & family 

27. Dixie Howell & family 

28. Dave & Sara Janssen & family 

29. Carol King & family 

30. Linda Koopman & family 

31. Ron & Becky Lundblad 

Happy May  

Birthday! 

 
5/2 Beverly Ennis 

5/4 Heather Thompson 

5/13 Carlyn Schriver 

5/14 Jean Harms 

5/23 Zell Cottrell 

5/29 Alex Wendorf 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

Please call any Prayer Chain member below if you 
have a prayer request.  All requests are kept              
confidential and you can share as much information as 
you are comfortable with.  You may call any member 
and they will start the chain. 
 
Prayer Chain members: 
Geri Barker 641-423-5525   
  (please do not leave message) 
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message) 
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250 (leave message) 
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 (leave message) 
 


