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641-423-7749 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to Noon 

God Gives More than Enough 
 

On the first day of the week, we can truly empathize with the followers of Christ, as they are found 
locked away, behind locked doors and windows (John 20:19). They are filled with fear! Literally 
FEAR-FULL! They do not yet know, this is the first day of the new creation, and so locked away 
soaking in their own anxieties and turmoil, for them, the world is as it always has been.  
 

In this room they cannot hope to break away from being entangled by their own visions of what 
“might have been” and therefore they are frozen by grief and guilt.  
But! Fifty days after that first Easter Morning, fifty, that’s partly where the name Pentecost gets its 
name after all, you know. It draws upon the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of 
the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover to find a name that speaks of how God promises to 
continue to create and bless with world with abundant gifts.  
 

So, here we arrive, fifty days after Easter, to once again celebrate the “3rd Person” of the Holy Trin-
ity: the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us.  
We hear and feel in Luke’s account in Acts how the Spirit wooshes in as a rushing wind and flame, 
bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capabili-
ties (are gifted in different ways,) we are one (whether we like it or not) in the Spirit that equips us 
with these gifts.  
 

And we watch, and listen, and maybe ourselves breathe in just a little bit deeper as Jesus breathes 
the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them (and us) to do what once was thought only God 
was able to do… to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and 
sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
BUT, really, can you tell me, Who is the Holy Spirit? When we look at the work of God and the 
account of the Bible throughout time, what is it we are told about this particular “way” God has 
chosen to talk into and accompany us through life?  
 

That is first and foremost where to begin… The Spirit is, primarily and principally, God’s 
personal presence and power penetrating our very personality . 
The Spirit is a person and not merely a force. When you go back, back to the beginning, all the way 
back to, “When God began to create” and “God’s spirit swept over the waters,” this was before an-
ything and everything was even a sparkle in God’s eye! And it is here that we see a depiction of the 
spirit of God hovering over the dark, disordered waters of the earth, making waves and blowing 
about the dust of disorder to begin spreading goodness and creation.  
  
Throughout the Hebrew Bible (what most Christians know at the Old Testament), whenever there is 
a description of the spirit of God, such as what is depicted in the first few verses of the Bible, the 
Hebrew word "ruakh" is used. Ruakh describes mostly what the people of God knew to be this in-
visible, powerful energy, that was necessary for the creation and sustaining of life, ALL LIFE. This 
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“Holy Spirit" was not therefore a description of an entity or force that had to do with policing or en-
forcing purity or morality but was description for the connectable and communicable Spirit of God. 
 

Throughout the Bible, we see the Holy Spirit enter into the lives of ordinary people, not as 
some divine super natural power, but as a very natural part of their relationship with God’s 
creation, meant to empower and encourage them as individuals for specific tasks to which God 
was calling and equipping them.  
 

One of the first people we specifically read about being empowered and led in such a way is Joseph; 
yes, THAT JOSEPH – multiple brothers, self-esteem not a problem – beautiful, colorful cloak. Jo-
seph, in order to fulfill the work of God in the world, is empowered to understand and interpret 
dreams which wins him favor as a slave in a land not his own.  
 

We then are introduced to an artist named Betzalel who is lead and empowered to create what we 
would understand to be gorgeous liturgical art for the tabernacle, that would encourage the people of 
God in their devotion rather than lead the people into idolatry.  
We then read about the prophets – who are commanded, led and given the words to bring messages 
from God to the people of Israel and to see what is happening from God's point of view. 
 

The prophets, though a part of the world themselves, were able to see a problem. While God's spirit 
had created a good and perfect world, humans had given in to evil and unleashed chaos into it 
through their injustice. In a way, mankind had returned the earth to the dark, disordered state that it 
was in when the spirit of God was first hovering over it. 
Addressing this problem, the prophets said that the spirit of God would come again, just like it had 
in Genesis, and bring about a new creation by transformation of the human heart and empowering 
people to truly love God and others. It is through the life of Jesus that God carries out this return of 
His spirit. 
 

At the beginning of Christ's mission, there is this beautiful scene where He is being baptized in the 
Jordan River. The Holy Ghost, God's spirit, comes down on Him in the form of a dove and empow-
ers Him to begin his mission of healing the human condition and starting a new creation. We see this 
happen when He goes out and heals people and forgives them for their sins. 
 

The Holy Spirit has been empowering his followers from the beginning. 
 

Christ, empowered by the spirit of God, goes throughout the world fixing the chaos and disor-
der that mankind had brought to it. In his appearances to those who he loved most after he re-
turned from the grave, Jesus speaks peace into their anxious and hurting hearts, and then kept an on-
going promise from John 7 and 17 as he breathed into them the Holy Spirit, empowering them too to 
spread God's goodness throughout the world.  
 

Soon after that, God's spirit comes over all of His followers. Today, through Christ and the power He 
has given His followers, God's spirit continues to hover over a dark and chaotic world, slowly heal-
ing it and working towards the day when it is restored to its former glory. 
As we celebrate Pentecost this year let us lean into what the Holy Spirit is doing and breathing into 
our own lives today!  
 
 
Peace in Christ, Pastor Matthew Muters 
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St Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
May 14, 2020 

 
Attendance - the following members were present for the meeting: Dave Janssen, Kristen       
Stockberger, Pastor Muters, Jim Aberg, Linda Koopman, Pat Steinfort, Ron Lundblad and Bryan 
Bjorklund. 
 
Devotion - Pastor shared a devotion discussion topic about, “The Gospel People Don’t Want to 
Hear”.  We read an excerpt from the book. 
 
Pastor’s Report - Pastor reflected back from 3/9 until today.  Pastor started putting together a 
SWOT (strength, weakness, opportunity, and threats) report for our current situation.  This led him 
to engage in unison with leaders in the area and with other churches in the area, to talk with each 
other, be on the same page, and to be clear with how churches are handling the Covid-19 epidemic.  
Pastor also talked about members in the congregation, trying to get a feel for all involved.  Pastor 
discussed his adaptation towards presenting the ministry to our congregation, with lots of learning 
and experiences involved.  Pastor also has tried to find ways to get ministry to people who don’t use 
the digital version.  Vacation Bible School is being discussed, but as an at home version.  Funerals 
likely will be an increased need moving forward.  Moving forward with stewardship, both OSLC 
and SPLC will need to look at what this means for us and what our goals will be. 
 
Secretary’s Report - All approved ahead of time via email. 
 
Treasurer's Report - SPLC offerings were down considerably from the previous months as     
compared to prior years.  The flat roof is not in good shape (2001 is the last dated repair/inspection).  
$10,000 has been taken out to date to cover expenses.  With the current market, the church is down 
about 10%.  Motion Pat, second Dave, all in favor. 
 
Monthly Local and Global Benevolence - The global benevolence from March (which was put on 
hold) will be used this month, as well as the local and global benevolence.  Therefore, a total of 
$150 will be given to Good Shepherd’s staff.  Motion Kristen, second Jim; all in favor. 
 
Old Business 
Roof, Eaves, Lawn - Midwest Roofing was extremely helpful.  If we are going to be here, this is a 
must (which is the catch).  The eaves are being cleaned out as well.  There is no note of them being 
cleaned, and they are packed full with leaves.  Bryan will plan on mowing the lawn (will reach out 
to others if help is needed). 
 
New Business 
Cannonball Days - Moved back from June to August 29.  This was a success last year, obviously 
depending on COVID-19. 
 
PPP - This is the federal government program called Payment Protection Plan which is designated 
for non-profit businesses during the COVID-19 for the SPLC employees (Diane and Ben).  The 
amount awarded was $4,500 (there is a formula involved).  This is a 1% loan from NSB, which can/
will be forgiving.  You have to use 75% of it on payroll.  For SPLC it was pretty simple and should 
be clear cut on being forgiving assuming we keep a paper trail.  OSLC also received a loan of 



$22,700.  This is larger because they are the church that actually has the pastor on their books.  
This issue has become accelerated due to COVID-19.  The PPP between OSLC and SPLC was  
debated and discussed in depth.  SPLC is asking OSCL to reconsider the PPP.  Specifically the 
motion being considered, Dave and Linda are going to have contact with Ed (OSLC President) 
about the details in the reconsideration.  Motion Jim, second Kristen; all in favor. 
 
Resuming Church Services - This topic changes daily, Pastor is going to be talking to the       
worship team on 5/18/20.  Pastor will continue to be on the watch and keep in contact with all of 
the congregation on their feelings of safety.  If you need any help, assistance, or have an idea on 
how to reach the whole congregation easier, please get a hold of Pastor. 
 
Northeastern Iowa Synod - rescheduled for August 2n 2020 with the primary purpose of          
appointing a new Bishop. 
 
Next Meeting - Thursday June 11 at 6:30 PM 
 
Motion to Adjourn - Motion Dave, second Pat, all in favor. 
 
In your service, 
Bryan C. Bjorklund 

FORMER MEMBER PASSES 
 
We received a message last weekend that former member, George Simkins passed 
away on Saturday, May 23.  George and his wife Pearl, were long time  members 
of St. Paul before they moved to Madrid, Iowa to be nearer to family.  If you 
would like to send a card to Pearl her address is 
 

   Pearl Simkins 
   613 W North Street Rm 153 
   Madrid, IA 50456-1023 

 
Due to the extension of the public health emergency the building remains 
closed and all activities and worship services are cancelled.  As things change 
we will continue to message members on our Facebook page, thru email and 
the postal services.   
 
Please call Pastor Matthew at 641-231-4418 if you have any pastoral needs 
or if a member of your family has been hospitalized.  With the current 
health crisis we need you to help keep us updated to meet your needs. 
 

Diane is in the office each day so please call any morning if you have questions or if you 
need something. 



BRIDAL SHOWER 
 
A bridal shower is planned for Brianna Buffington on Saturday, June 
20th.  Women of St Paul are invited to attend.  Due to the current public 
health restrictions please let JoEllen Baily know if you are planning on 
attending so she can keep you updated as we get closer. 
Congratulations Brianna! 

DAILY DEVOTIONS ONLINE 
 
Throughout the Northeastern Iowa Synod there are opportunities for online daily devotions.  
Please feel to check out what our brothers and sisters in Christ are doing around the area.  
The link below will take you to a current list from the Synod’s Blog.  Check back often as 
others are added.  The list is divided by time of day (morning, noon, evening) 
 
http://blog.neiasynod.org/2020/05/online-devotions-around-the-synod/  

HOW ARE YOU DOING? 
 
This is a common question during this time of physical distancing and staying at 
home.  It could be more difficult to connect with people and get the help you 
need.  MercyOne has prepared a list of resources available to help and support 
citizens in the north Iowa  area.  The list can be accessed by going to  
MercyOne’s website https://www.mercyone.org/northiowa/about-us/community-

benefit.  Once there you can click on the link on the left side titled COVID-19 Emergency 
Response List North Iowa.  The list includes how to contact Health and Human Service 
agencies like the United Way and Iowa Legal Aid.  There is also a list of locations for  
emergency food access and also grocery delivery and pick up options.  The resource also  
includes a substantial list of mental health services.  If you are unable to get online please 
call the church office and we can mail you a list. 

To all the dads,  
and those we think of as our dads, 

we hope you have a wonderful  
Father’s Day.  Thank you for your 

love and support. 
 

http://blog.neiasynod.org/2020/05/online-devotions-around-the-synod/
https://www.mercyone.org/northiowa/about-us/community-benefit/community-health-needs-assessment
https://www.mercyone.org/northiowa/about-us/community-benefit/community-health-needs-assessment


It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 
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1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &      

families 

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

10. Dennis & Nancy Marsh & family 

11. John & Carol Meyer & family 

12. Margaret Movick & family 

13. Jim & Diane Murphy & family 

14. Marv Murphy & family 

15.  Ron Nielson & family 

16. Mary C Paulsen  & family 

17. Tim & Beth Rozen & family 

18. Carol Rye & family 

19. Diane Sage & family  

20. Crystal Schriber & family 

21. Carlyn Schriver & family 

22. Kirk Schriver  & family 

23.  Margaret Simkins & family 

24. Megan & Gary Slocum & family 

25. Pat Steinfort & family 

26. Ian & Kristin Stockberger & family 

27.  Larry & Deb Stockberger & family 

28. Micah & Jessica Stockberger & family 

29.  Bryan & Michele Thenhaus & family 

30. Bob & Heather Thompsn & family 

Happy June  

Birthday! 

 
6/1 Margaret Simkins 

6/3 Leo Johnson 

6/8 Lori Angell 

6/25 Blake Bjorklund 

6/28 Sara Janssen 

6/29 Michele Thenhaus 

6/30 JoEllen Bailey 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

Please call any Prayer Chain member below if 
you have a prayer request.  All requests are 
kept confidential and you can share as much 
information as you are comfortable with.  You 
may call any member and they will start the 
chain. 
 
Prayer Chain members: 
Geri Barker 641-423-5525  
       (please do not leave message) 
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852  
       (leave message) 
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250  
       (leave message) 
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851  
       (leave message) 


