
 

LOVELETTER 

329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

ACTIVE HOPE-FULL WAITING 

Most of the time, when we are talking about waiting for just about anything, the general energy   
being expressed is like that of a tired family on vacation at a theme park. Yes, there was sun and 
fun all day, but now they are tired as they stand in the lines that weave back and forth, to and fro, 
questioning whether it’s really worth the long queue for a favorite ride. 

This is what I think of as the very definition of “passive waiting” – you can be surrounded by the 
sun and fun of Florida and the Magic of Disney but all you can think about is how you are 
trapped… waiting in this stupid line. Passive Waiting is something we all probably can relate to at 
some level, can’t we? Not only because we have all had to endure it, but also because we are all at 
some level impatient.  

Think about it for a second. Pretty much everything in our lives is just a button-push away. We’ve 
gone from being a world where someone taps on the horn to tell the person in front of them, “Come 
on buddy, I haven’t got all day!” to a people who stare incredulously at the screen when it starts to 
buffer and say, “Come on I haven’t got all minute!”  We’ve gone from shopping in stores and even 
via catalog where we would have to wait days and weeks to get what we wanted, to where we can 
shop online and avoid the checkout line, have food delivered to our home from a restaurant without 
having to wait for a table, download any book or album from your sofa, watch a bazillion 
“channels” or shows, donate money to a charity without having to actually do anything, dictate into 
a machine and have it type what you say... We want stuff and we want it now, now, now. 

But it’s not just ‘stuff’ we want instantaneously anymore. In many things we do these days, instant 
results are expected with the results we want. For example, if I do “x” followed by “y” then surely 
“z” will happen! But when it doesn't, the impatience and frustration can build up. When the world 
doesn’t meet our expectations, our exasperation can practically pour out into important areas of our 
lives: relationships with our loved ones, demeanor amongst colleagues, and so on.  

Passive Waiting in this way is a poison to God’s working in the world. We take on the form of  
cynicism and doing nothing, becoming begrudging and bitter. We are waiting for the life we think 
we deserve and for the miracles we believe should happen. And this sort of “wish-dreaming” as 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer spoke of it, destroys the very things we hope for, and seek to build up, because 
through such passive waiting the wish-dreamer sets up their hopes and expectations as markers and 
milestones that others and even God must meet. Bonhoeffer writes in his book, Life Together, that 
God cannot stand such wishful dreaming because such passive waiting makes the dreamer “proud 
and pretentious.” 
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Those who dream of this idolized community demand that it be fulfilled by God, by 

others and by themselves. They enter the community of Christians with their demands 

set up by their own law,  and judge one another and God accordingly. It is not we who 

build. Christ builds the church. Whoever is mindful to build the church is surely well 

on the way to destroying it, for he will build a temple to idols without wishing or 

knowing it. We must confess he builds. We must proclaim, he builds. We must pray to 

him, and he will build.  

Active Waiting is a profoundly different thing. Active Waiting is when we take a more involved   
position and a more active attitude towards waiting. It is when we “busy ourselves” in our waiting 
through the cultivation of healthy habits in our daily lives.  

My own confession is that when I was younger, I spent far too much time passively waiting for the 
next big thing to happen. My head was in the clouds and my focus on the energies of others and how 
they would react and respond to me. By moving through the world this way, I rarely got to enjoy the 
energy of the moment and my relationships truly suffered.  

To wait actively and hope-fully involves cultivating healthy habits (mindfulness, thankfulness, etc.) 
that stretch into all areas of our lives. Being invested in the community is the best form of Active 
Waiting I know. It prepares a readiness in us so that when that which we are hoping and waiting for 
comes along, we are ready and in a good mental place to respond in an appropriate manner.  

We can wait and watch and worry over the things that aren’t happening, or we can be thankful for 
what God is already doing in our lives, but if you are focused on one way of waiting, you are        
unlikely to cultivate a lifestyle that includes the other. 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Matthew Muters 

WORSHIP UPDATE 
 
We are coming back to in-person worship keeping all physical distance        
guidelines in place beginning on January 10th at St Paul.  Masks are also          
requested.  The full schedule is below for January and forward.  Since we have 
not been at  St Paul since the pandemic here are a few guidelines.  Please use the 
middle doors on the east side of the building and plan to exit through the front 
doors or front side doors.  Those that need the chair lift should please use the 
middle doors both coming and going. 

Moving back to in person worship will also help as we prepare for the Annual Meeting on January 
24th.  Please keep in mind that if you are not feeling well please stay home.  We will continue to 
live feed the services for those that prefer to worship from home. 
 
January 10th: In Person at St Paul (in Sanctuary with seating for social distance) 
January 17th: In Person at Our Saviour’s - Annual Meeting to Follow 
January 24th: In Person at St Paul, Annual Meeting to Follow 
January 31st: In Person at Our Saviour’s 
February 7th: In Person at St Paul (back on schedule with 1st/3rd Sundays of Month at St Paul, 
2nd/4th Sundays of Month at Our Saviour’s) 
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COUNCIL MINUTES—December 13, 2020 
 
Attendance - the following members were present for the meeting: Pastor Muters, Dave Janssen, 
Pat Steinfort, Kristen Stockberger, Linda Koopman, and Bryan Bjorklund. 
 
Devotion - Pastor gave a devotion, offering hope for a new year and celebration of Christmas. 
 
Pastor’s Report - Pastor presented a report (which can be accessed at the church office).  The 
majority of the report was based on worship production involving worship planning and decisions.  
Pastor has coined the term “Touchpoint Ministries” as a way of staying connected with the      
congregation with the lack of in-person church.  The topic of SPLC and OSLC was talked about 
with church leaders.  The relationship between OSLC and SPLC needs to be based on trust and in 
good faith that we do not have a “one-up” on the other.  Thoughts on council and what service 
looks like in the future was also discussed.  A big discussion topic was how to have Pastor spend 
his time.  His biggest struggle is to reach people instead of put on a production. 
 
Secretary Resignation - The council is not actively looking to fill the position of secretary.  This 
is mostly due to Covid-19 and the lack of attendance and in-person activity within the church.  
Ideas discussed were to transfer the landline to Pastor’s phone. In addition, we need to be more 
specific with our message on how we want the calls to be directed.  That way, if people need   
Pastor’s attention, they can get specifically to him.  This is not a long-term plan but an ideal plan 
for what we need in the current situation.   
 
Monthly Benevolence - Local and Global – put on hold unless council finds a need. 
 
Snow Removal - This will be done with Rite-Way Lawn care.  Ron Lundblad was the contact for 
this activity. 
 
Action Committee - This group is currently on hold, while it is most definitely not cancelled.  We 
can only do what we can currently do, even though it is frustrating.  Keep giving each other grace, 
as all deserve it. 
 
Church Council Officers - The congregation elects the upcoming church council members at the 
annual meeting (usually in mid-late January) and then the church council officers are elected at 
the following church council meeting (which is usually right after the annual meeting).   The 
council votes on the church council president as well as the other officers.  As of right now, SPLC 
will only have two returning council members (Bryan and Kristen) as Pat, David, and Linda are 
done. 
 
Church Services - Will continue online but details were discussed above in the Pastor’s Report. 
 
Secretary’s Report - All approved ahead of time via email. 
 
Budget for 2021 – The budget for 2021 is going to be continued as is because of the uncertainty 
and inability to have an annual meeting due to Covid-19.  Topics discussed were what to give the 
NE IA Synod with the monthly giving from SPLC (to be discussed in January council meeting) 
and Pastor’s salary which will stay at minimum Synod guidelines (which is through OSLC).  It 
was recommended that Ron Lundblad continue with his current financial duties and Linda 
Koopman will continue with her role as managing the treasurer’s report.   
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Annual Meeting - The annual meeting is tentatively set for the 24th of January at 10:00 AM.  Be-
forehand, the goal is to find out who can/wants to attend in person and who can attend online.  The 
current situation only allows 15 people to be in a congregate setting.  Ideas are to have a group of 
people meet in person for the 15 at SPLC and to have another group of 15 at OSLC.  If there are 
other people who want to join online, they can.  This will be looked into in more depth in the next 
month. 
 
Treasurer's Report – We took out another $5,000 from investments, otherwise it is standard.  
Motion Kristen, second Pat, all in favor. 
 
Next Meeting – Sunday January 24 immediately after the annual meeting. 
 
Motion to Adjourn - Motion Kristen, second Pat, all in favor. 
 
In your service, 
Bryan Bjorklund 

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 24, 2021 
 
Plans are being finalized for our Annual Meeting following worship on January 24th.  The 
challenge is to make the meeting available to everyone without requiring that people be 
physically in the building.  Because our congregation’s Constitution doesn't address this  
issue it is taking a little longer to get plans made that fit the circumstances.  Active voting 
members of the congregation should watch your email or listen for a phone call with details 
as they are finalized. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS STILL NEEDED 
 
As we near the annual meeting we would like you to consider becoming a member of 
the church council. The leadership of the church council is imperative to the mission 
and work of St Paul Lutheran so please give prayerful consideration about serving in 
this capacity.  There are 7 open positions.  If you have questions or would like to step 
forward to serve, please call any council member or Pastor Muters. 



HAWKEYE HARVEST FOOD BANK VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 
In the coming months the food bank is looking into ways to deliver food from 
the Food Bank to people who are physically unable to get there. As a first step 
in the planning stages they are looking to see if they have volunteers who are 
willing to deliver the food and have their names put on a calling list. As the 
need arises, they would be contacted by HHFB, go and pick up food already 

boxed, and deliver it to the person’s home. Masks and other precautions would be taken. 
For more information, or to put your name on the volunteer list please contact Carol Clay-
ton (641-424-3073) at the Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank.  

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHIES 
 
We extend our sympathies and heartfelt prayers to the family of Jean Harms 
who passed away Thursday, December 24, 2020.  A private family service 
will be held at St Paul.  A live streamed service will be available at 10 am on 
Saturday, January 2, 2021 on the Hogan Bremer Moore Facebook page.  

 
Sympathy is also extended to Jim Murphy and family on the passing of his mother, Patricia 
Bjerke on December 26, 2020. 
 
Please keep these families in your prayers. 
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I would like to thank my St Paul Lutheran Church family for the prayers and well wishes for 
my sister, Jackie McFalls.  She suffered a severe stroke on Friday, December 5, 2020.  She 
spent three weeks at St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester, MN before being moved to the Clarion 
Wellness and Rehabilitation Center in Clarion, IA on Christmas Eve day where she will begin 
her long journey to recovery.  Our family will be very glad to see her when allowed and we 
continually pray for her welfare and quality of life. Thank you for caring.   
Mary Paulsen 
 
WELCA supported Northern Lights Alliance for the Homeless and we received the follow-
ing thank you. On behalf of Northern Light Alliance for the Homeless please allow us to take 
this opportunity to thank you for the generous donation.  We continue to strive to advance our    
mission of housing and caring for the homeless.  
Jeannie Churchill, Executive Director. 
 
Thank you to everyone that supported either the giving tree for a family in need or the mitten 
project for Harding School.  Your support was greatly appreciated this holiday season! 
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WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR JANUARY 
 

Sunday, January 3, 2021  Second Sunday of Christmas 
Readings and Psalms 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 - Joy at the gathering of God’s scattered flock 
Psalm 147:12-20 - Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. 
Ephesians 1:3-14 - The will of God made known in Christ 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18 - God with us: the incarnation of the Word 
 
Sunday, January 10, 2021 Baptism of Our Lord 
Readings and Psalm 
Genesis 1:1-5 - God creates light God creates light  
Psalm 29 - The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
Acts 19:1-7 - Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Mark 1:4-11 - Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
 
Sunday, January 17, 2021 Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings and Psalm 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] - The calling of Samuel 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 - You have searched me out and known me. 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 - Glorify God in your body 
John 1:43-51 - The calling of the first disciples 
 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Readings and Psalm 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 - Repentance at Nineveh 
Psalm 62:5-12 - God alone is my rock and my salvation. 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 - Living in the end times 
Mark 1:14-20 - The calling of the disciples at the sea 
 
Sunday, January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
Readings and Psalm 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 - The prophet speaks with God’s authority 
Psalm 111 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols 
Mark 1:21-28 - The healing of one with an unclean spirit 
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 

1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &      

families 

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

10. LaVern & Tanya Dahl & family 

11. Roger & Bev Ennis & family 

12. Harold Gaiser & family 

13. Jack & Anne Gannett & family 

14. Kay Harms & family 

15. Dixie Howell & family 

16. Dave & Sara Janssen & family 

17. Carol King & family 

18. Linda Koopman & family 

19. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family  

20. Dennis & Nancy Marsh & family 

21. John & Carol Meyer & family 

22. Margaret Movick & family 

23. Jim & Diane Murphy & family 

24. Marv Murphy & family 

25. Ron Nielson & family 

26. Mary Paulsen & family 

27. Tim & Beth Rozen & family 

28. Carol Rye & family 

29. Diane Sage & family 

30. Jayne Schiek & family 

31. Crystal Schriber & family 

Happy January  

Birthday! 

 
1/1 Dennis Marsh 

1/18 Deb Stockberger 

1/23 Carol King 

1/24 Bethany Bjorklund 

1/21 Elle Buffington 

1/26 Margo Rozen 

           Mary Paulsen 

1/27 Leanna Johnson 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 
Please call any Prayer Chain member below if 
you have a prayer request.  All requests are kept 
confidential and you can share as much          
information as you are comfortable with.  You 
may call any member and they will start the 
chain. 
 
Prayer Chain members: 
Geri Barker 641-423-5525  
       (please do not leave message) 
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message) 
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250  
       (leave message) 
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851  
       (leave message) 


