
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, February 28th, 2021 

 

 

In God’s Service 
 

 Pastor:   Matthew Muters 
  Ministers:   All Baptized People of God 
  Music:   Mary Groh 
  Reader:   Greg Klemesrud 
   

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with 
Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with 
whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes 
to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where 

there was no life.  We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in 
faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and 

we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 



PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 



 

GATHERING HYMN  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing (vs 1)   ELW 807 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death 
to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 
gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



GOD’S WORD 
 Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16     God blesses Abraham and Sarah 
 Romans 4:13-25       The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith 
 Mark 8:31-38       The passion prediction 
 

FIRST READING  
 

A reading from Genesis: 
 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, 
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on 
his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 
your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
SECOND READING 
 

A reading from Romans: 
 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For 
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 



 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now 
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY      What Wondrous Love (verse 3)  ELW 666 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
Mailed in offerings may be sent to the following addresses: 
 

Our Saviour’s 2502 South Jefferson Avenue, Mason City, IA 50401 
St. Paul  329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in our journey, 
that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
(Congregation responses in bold text) 
 

Let us pray… 
… Amen. 
 

Do you renounce…  
… I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

You have made public profession of your faith…  
… I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God…  
… We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Let us pray... 
… Amen. 

 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our Saviour’s: 
Mike Olson, President 

Myrna Karsjens, Vice President 
Nancy Nielsen, Secretary 
Dale Karsjens, Treasurer 

Liz Hasty 
Jan Nelson 
Cody Olson 
Ron Rachut 

Donna Vosburgh 

St. Paul: 
Ron Lundblad, President 

Bryan Bjorklund, Vice President 
Kristen Stockberger, Secretary 

Diane Murphy, Treasurer 
Lori Angell 
Sue Aves 

LaVern Dahl 
Beth Rozen 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world,  
and all in need. 
 

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may 
follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises;  
give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 
creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to 
creation’s well-being.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 
nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot 
even imagine.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love 
shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who 
are sick or grieving (especially). Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, 
and oppression.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless 
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care 
and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their 
children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services 
to families.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We give you thanks for the servants elected to our church councils. Grant them joy and 
a spirit of bold trust, that their work may stir up each of us to a life of fruitful service 
and that we together may bear witness to the love of Christ in the world. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints 
whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find 
our lives in you.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works,  
chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,  
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG Lead On O King Eternal (verse 3)  ELW 805 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 



Announcements 

If you did not receive the “Again & Again” Lenten Devotion and want one, please contact the 
Our Saviour’s office by phone (423-3363) or email (oursavioursmc@msn.com) and let us know 
how you need it - large print, on paper, or via email.  
 

Mid-week Lenten Service: This week’s service will be at 5:30 p.m in the Our Saviour’s 
Fellowship Hall. Instead of a soup supper, we are collecting free-will donations at the service 
for our “Souper Heroes,” the groups in our community that help feed the needy. 
 

Scripture Readers: We are in need of scripture readers from both congregations for 
Wednesdays during Lent, Holy Week services, and Sundays in March and April. Especially if 
you have not read before, consider trying it out - it is an easy, low pressure way to practice 
public speaking which is a valuable skill to develop. Email oursavioursmc@msn.com if 
interested.  
 

Attention Thrivent members: Many accounts accumulate Thrivent Choice Dollars each year 
and you get to choose where they are donated. The deadline for directing your 2020 Thrivent 
Choice Dollars is March 31. You can direct them to many non-profits like Hawkeye Harvest 
Food Bank, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief, Our Saviour's Lutheran, St. 
Paul Lutheran and so many others.  
 Here’s How: call 800-847-4836 or donate online at thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
 
If you have announcements or calendar items for the bulletin, please have them submitted by email 
(oursavioursmc@msn.com) or by phone (641-423-3363, leave a message) no later than Thursday at 9:00 
am for publication. Thank you! 
      

This Week: 

 Sunday, February 28th 9:00 am Worship at Our Saviour’s 
     Installation of Council members during Worship 
     2:00 pm  2-4 Stitchers at St. Paul Fellowship Hall 
 Monday, March 1st  9:00 am Quilters at Our Saviours 
 Wednesday, March 3rd 5:30 pm Mid-Week Lenten Service - Our Saviour’s Fellowship Hall 

   
Looking Ahead: 
 Sunday, March 7th  9:00 am Worship at St. Paul with Holy Communion 
     10:00 am St Paul Council Meeting 
 Tuesday, March 9th  7:00 pm Our Saviour’s Council Meeting 
 Wednesday, March 10th 5:30 pm Mid-Week Lenten Service - St Paul Fellowship Hall 

St Paul Lutheran Church 
329 E. State St., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 | secretary@stpaulmc.org 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
2502 S. Jefferson Ave., Mason City, IA 50401 
641-423-3363 | oursavioursmc@msn.com 

Images, music, liturgical elements reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS006306. All rights reserved.  
Music reprinted by permission under CCLI License 319130. “Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain” copyright A Sanctified Art, LLC. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Mid-Week Worship  
March 3rd at 5:30 p.m.  

Our Saviour’s Fellowship Hall  
 
 

In Lent, we’re reminded that suffering and brokenness find us.  
We doubt again, we lament again, we mess up again.  

However, we can’t be trapped by shame, guilt, ignorance,  
or inaction; humility is required for transformation.  

Again and again, we are called to listen - to God and to others. 
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