
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of the Word 

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

Sunday, November 22nd, 2020 

Home Worship 

 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of 
judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to 

those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. We gather this day to 
celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the 

consummation of all things yet to come.  

Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be 
known in our loving words and deeds. 

Today’s sermon is an encore of Bishop Andrea DeGroot - Nesdahl’s  
All Saints Day message. 



WELCOME 
 

For the safety and wellbeing of our worshippers, due to rising rates of coronavirus in 
our community we will not be meeting in person this Sunday. You may wish to follow 

this outline as you worship at home. Blue text denotes a clickable online link. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  (ON LAST PAGE OF BULLETIN)  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
 the fountain of living water,  
 the rock who gave us birth,  
 our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 

 Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 
 and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

 We give you thanks, O God,  
 for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
 you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  
 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  
 Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  
 At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the  
 Holy  Spirit.  
 By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us 
 heirs of your promise and servants of all.  
  

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 
 you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 
 renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  
 To you be given  honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity 
 of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Now Thank We All Our God  ELW 840 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, 
 and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and 
 wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through  
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



FIRST READING  
 

A reading from Ezekiel: 
 
11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them 
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered 
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them 
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into 
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 
them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat 
sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and 
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and 
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their 
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOD’S WORD 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
God will shepherd Israel 
 

Psalm 95:1-7a 

 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

Matthew 25:31-46 
The coming of the Son of Man, the separation of 
sheep and goats 



 PSALM 
 

 
1Come, let us sing to the Lord; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 3For you, Lord, are a great God,  
 and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 5The sea is yours, for you made it,  
 and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 7aFor the Lord is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 

 
 
SECOND READING 
 

A reading from Ephesians: 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with 
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 
22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL LESSON 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations 
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family 
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you 
did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they 
also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  (Based on scripture text Matthew 5:1-12) 
 

Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl is our interim Bishop of the Northeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA.  
In the above link is her All Saints Day sermon which remains timely to the circumstances of our 
world and community.  



HYMN OF THE DAY      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name     ELW 634 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
Even when we cannot meet in person, your offerings are vital to the missions and 
ministries of our worshipping community. 
 

 Mailed in offerings may be sent to the following addresses: 
 Our Saviour’s 2502 South Jefferson Avenue, Mason City, IA 50401 
 St. Paul  329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  
 Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: 
 our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
 gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave 
 himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on 
the church, the world, and all in need. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social 
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been 
served. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the 
needs of all people in sustainable ways for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending our divisions 
and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and 
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped 
away. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church and community. 
Sustain those who work in youth ministry, and education, as they nurture the gifts of young 
people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
 

Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the 
sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Uplift all who are in need of your presence this day, remembering all whom we name silently 
or out loud. Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when 
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING & SENDING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. Amen. 
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

SENDING SONG  Beautiful Savior - St. Olaf Choir, arr. F. Melius Christiansen 

     Video courtesy of St. Olaf College, used with permission 



Announcements 

Please watch for updates on weekly services through the church facebook pages 

and/or the message on the church office phones. We will continue to monitor 

the situation to see when we are able to safely return to in-person worship.  

 

If you did not pick up an Advent Devotion booklet and would like one, please 

contact either church office to arrange for pickup/drop-off  or mailing.  

 

Bell-ringing for the Salvation Army continues and if you would like to volunteer, 

there are shifts available for us at Hy-Vee West on 11/28 from Noon-4 (east door) 

and 12/10 from 2-6pm (west door). Please contact Ron Rachut at 641-420-6555 if 

this opportunity interests you. 

 

St Paul will set up their sanctuary Christmas trees on November 24th at 9:30 am. 

If you would like to help with this, please contact Becky Lundblad at 641-424-

3366. 

 

Our Saviour’s plans to hold a brief congregational meeting concerning an 

amendment to the church constitution to permit remote communication for 

participation in future congregational meetings including the annual meeting. This 

is tentatively scheduled for December 20th but may be delayed depending on our 

return date for in-person worship.  

 

St Paul Lutheran Church 
329 E. State St., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 | secretary@stpaulmc.org 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
2502 S. Jefferson Ave., Mason City, IA 50401 
641-423-3363 | oursavioursmc@msn.com 

Images, music, liturgical elements reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS006306. and/or CCLI License 319130.  
“Beautiful Savior” video used by permission of St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN. Text copyright Augsburg Fortress. 

Videos for “Now Thank We All Our God” and “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” courtesy of www.smallchurchmusic.com 
 


