
 

“LOVELETTER” 

Why I am Not Worried About Being Open By Easter 
 
I’ve been spending a great deal of time on the phone lately. It is the main way I have of connecting 
with a large percentage of our ministry partners and fellow followers of Christ. And in many of the 
discussions I have been having with different people, one topic that keeps coming up is naturally, 
anxiety over “WHEN” we will be able to gather again as Christ’s Church? My answer to this that 
seems to confuse both colleagues and parishioners alike is, “I am not worried about being open by 
Easter or any other specific date on the calendar.” When I express this sentiment, people have been 
asking me how this can be and my answer is something I would like to share with you all today. 
 
I have nothing but hope that God can, is, and will work for good for us all, as we “gather” and 
work together to give reason to the whole world for the hope we have in Christ Jesus (1 Peter 
3:15).  The basic reality that I fall back on is that “The Church” has never first and foremost been 
defined by or relied on geography.  And while we grow to love, if not idolize our places of worship 
and gathering, the church as the children’s’ song so aptly teaches has always been THE PEOPLE! 
It has never been brick and mortar, never been a building, never a fixed, physical location you 
visited for an hour on Sunday. That’s far too small a space to fit the vast and sprawling life it 
produces. 
 
The Church has always been the people who are being called, gathered, enlightened and are held 
together by God the Holy Spirit as we are made Holy together for the life of the whole world. We 
the people are gathered by God to work the ministry of reconciliation and to do the work of 
compassion and mercy; of love and justice, regardless of where and when we come together. 
 
Now in these days of draining, disorienting, distressing days of “social distancing” and Covid crisis 
concerns, we who are held together as God’s Church are working in the world to do all that God is 
calling and empowering us to do and to be: 
• Worried worshippers are “gathering” online and reaching out to one another over digital media 

and over the phone to keep connected and even to grow connections that otherwise wouldn’t 
have happened before. (Think about it, when was the last time we thought of our Holy Week 
and Easter celebrations and planning as connected or having anything to do with any other 
congregation(s) other than “OUR OWN” – other than the one housed in the building where we 
go to worship?  

• Exhausted healthcare workers are on the front lines, boldly living out sacrificial love of 
strangers. 

• Courageous first responders are daily placing themselves in harm’s way to care for their 
neighbors as themselves. 

• Grocery store employees are working tirelessly to fill ever-emptying shelves so that hungry 
people can have their daily bread. 

• Faith communities, nonprofits, and charities are rallying people and marshaling resources and 
redirecting energies to continue to love the least of these. 
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• Heroic teachers are feverishly finding creative ways to shepherd well the children in their care, 
without physical proximity. 

• Emotionally and physically taxed parents are contenting with a swirling storm of fierce worries 
and unabated terrors, while being a calm, steady, gentle reminder to their children that they are 
beloved and they needn’t fear. 

 
Now, I have to admit, not all of the people doing these loving and good works are “people of 
faith,” but a great many are—and the people of faith doing all these works are God’s people 
working in the world to BE THE CHURCH now just as much  if not more than ever (or at least 
more deliberately and thoughtfully than before). These faithful of Christ, move through conflict 
and crises, through these days of disquiet and discomfort lifting up with their faithful actions 
embodied songs of praise and exhaled prayers. They become practical (rubber meeting the road) 
proclamations of hope or walking sermons that rise up above the fears and uncertainties around us 
all to become the good news of god. These are truly the people of Christ who become the 
compassionate love of Jesus who is incarnated in their work and their words. 
 
And such divine doings as this cannot and has not ever been relegated to one place for one hour, 
this ministry that belongs to us all, is the expansive holy ground of hospital rooms and store aisles 
and makeshift ministry workspaces. 
 
This is what it means to BE THE CHURCH when we cannot GO TO CHURCH. It is the church 
that worships and praises through working together around dining room tables and walking 
together along diverse digital pathways of learning to “be together” while we cannot come 
together. These are tiny and yet mighty acts of goodness and community in Christ that no simple 
hour of worship can hope to create or contain. 
 
And I don’t know about you but for me the greatest news for people of faith, of morality and 
conscience who feel burdened to heal and feed and encourage; to connect, commune and unite in 
and through faith, is that we don’t need to wait for permission for any of us to begin to become a 
part of all that God is working in the world.  Everything that God is up to is not tied to any calendar 
date and it isn’t waiting quietly in a building to be unlocked and released. 
 
It is this beautiful truth that becomes a light of love throughout these dark days: even in the middle 
of a terrifying pandemic. Even as calendars are being changed, and our days are being disrupted, 
even when chaos is ever-present, even when people are scattered, even when buildings filled with 
chairs and pews and class rooms are closed—the Church is still the Church and love is still love. 
 
Every day is Easter for we who are given God’s loving will to see resurrection life at work in the 
world. Christ’s-life is always breaking through, restoration and reconciliation is always occurring. 
There is always resurrection taking place, always glorious rebirth happening, always signs and 
miracles in our midst. 
 
We who claim Christianity and who truly are moved by Christ to love and care for our neighbors 
are always being committed to loving the last, the lost and the least and we are truly burdened to 
heal the woundedness of the world. And through the holy spirit we will work to keep our religious 
buildings “lovingly closed” for as long as the doctors and scientists tell us it is in the best interest 
and the best idea for the overall well-being and health of the community. 
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This is why I am not worried about timetables or deadlines because such “should” and “oughts” are 
of little use to God’s working in the world. 
 
The Church doesn’t need to be open by Easter. The Church is already open. We were never closed. 
Thanks Be to God and Amen. 
 
Peace in Christ, Pastor Matthew Muters 

Due to the extension of the public health emergency the building remains closed and all  
activities and worship services are cancelled.  As things change we will continue to message 
members on our Facebook page, thru email and the postal services.   
 
The office is also closed however Diane is checking voicemail and mail daily.  She is  
working from home so please email her at secretary@stpaulmc.com if you need something. 

WORSHIP UPDATES 
 

This Sunday, April 5, Pastor Matthew will be assisting on the Livestream worship from Trinity 
 Lutheran.  You can also listen to the service on KCMR.  To join the live-stream event Like  
Trinity’s Facebook page any time before Sunday’s service, and then go to Video on the site at 9:30 
Sunday morning.  If you would rather, you can also listen to a live audio version of the service on 
KCMR 97.9 FM or KCMR’s site online at www.kcmrfm.com. 
 
During April Pastor will  continue to post a weekly message on YouTube.  He will be uploading his 
sermon each week on his YouTube Channel which can be accessed by going here  https://
www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos. 
 
As part of our ongoing effort to be church together we will share a weekly email that includes the 
lessons for the week and any announcements we feel would be helpful for the Body of Christ.  If 
you know of members without email that would also like this information please email the church at 
secretary@stpaulmc.com. 

Helpful Links 
 
We have received the following links from the Northeast Iowa Synod and think they may be  
helpful for our members.  They are included for information purposes only.   
The first briefly summarizes provisions in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
Act (“the CARES Act”) that could possibly be of interest to church members. This summary  
reflects those CARES Act provisions as they are currently understood on March 30, 2020, without 
any agency guidance.  The second is from the Synod’s Blog and has just good general info.   
 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/CARES_Act_summary_033020v2.pdf 
 
http://blog.neiasynod.org/2020/03/coronavirus-disease-what-you-need-to-know/  

http://www.kcmrfm.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/PastorMuters/videos


PRAYERS 
 

Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers please 
contact the church office (641-423-7749). 
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St Paul Council Meeting Minutes 
February 16,2020 

 
Attendance - the following members were present for the meeting: Dave Janssen, Ron Lundblad, Linda 
Koopman, Pat Steinfort, Pastor Muters, and Bryan Bjorklund.. 
 
Devotion - Pastor shared a devotion discussion topic over the COVID-19 virus, on what a faithful reaction 
and response would look like and what it would be - specifically how to help and protect the most vulnera-
ble people in our communities. 
 
Pastor’s Report - Pastor was very busy in February.  Funeral, Ash Wednesday, shared council meeting, 
general office work and developed the charter for the action team.  Council reviewed the charter to provide 
feedback on how this matched up with our vision.  Discussed ideas and future ministry planning from the 
book Autopsy of a Decreased Church in 2014.  A more detailed report can be accessed if requested.   
 
Secretary’s Report - All approved ahead of time via email. 
 
Treasurer's Report - SPLC offerings were down considerably from the previous months as compared to 
prior years.  With the market crashing via COVID-19, we will most likely take money out next month.  
Motion Pat, second Dave, all in favor. 
 
Monthly Local and Global Benevolence - Local: Community Kitchen; motion Ron, second Dave, all in 
favor.  The global benevolence will be put on pause until more information on who to give to in regards to 
the COVID-19 virus. 
 
Old Business 
Council Person of the Month - The list was discussed and updated (Kristen will be up next for April). 
 
New Business 
Roof - The roof is leaking in various places and at different speeds.  We are trying to be proactive with this 
issue.  Ron reached out to Mason City Roofing to get an estimate and to see what needs to be done. 
 
Easter Brunch at Our Savior’s - The women from both OSLC and SPLC will be participating in the 
event. 
 
Joint Council Monthly Meetings - With the information the Action Team will create, this would provide 
an opportunity to be more efficient with the sharing of their work.  The joint councils will meet on Tues-
day, April 14 at OSLC for 7 PM. 
 
Next Meeting - the Joint Council meeting will take the place of the individual SPLC meeting, SPLC will 
still conduct council business but do it at the joint meeting either after or before.  Therefore, the date is 
Tuesday, April 14 at OSLC for 7 PM. 
 
Motion to Adjourn - Motion Bryan, second Dave, all in favor. 
 
In your service, 
Bryan Bjorklund 
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 

1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &      

families 

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

10. Carol Rye & family 

11. Diane Sage & family 

12. Jayne Schiek & family 

13. Crystal Schriber & family 

14. Carlyn Schriver & family 

15.  Kirk Schriver & family 

16. Ted & Claudia Schultz & family 

17. Margaret Simkins & family 

18. Megan Slocum & family 

19. Pat Steinfort & family  

20. Ian & Kristin Stockberger & family 

21. Larry & Deb Stockberger & family 

22. Micah & Jessica Stockberger & family 

23.  Bryan & Michele Thenhaus & family 

24. Bob & Heather Thompson & family 

25. Ken & Dawn Truka & family 

26. Jim & Chris Wallace & family 

27. Karol Wallskog & family 

28. Tad Wendorf & family 

29. Tom & Patricia Wetter & family 

30. Laura Zenk & family 

Happy April  

Birthday! 

 
4/4 Lyle Butler 

4/6 LaVern Dahl 

4/8 Emma Wendorf 

4/12 Karen Woodcock 

4/17 Geri Barker 

4/20 Heather Jones 

4/21 Don Barker 

4/30 Kayden Birkholz 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

Please call any Prayer Chain member below if 
you have a prayer request.  All requests are kept 
confidential and you can share as much infor-
mation as you are comfortable with.  You may 
call any member and they will start the chain. 
 
Prayer Chain members: 
Geri Barker 641-423-5525  
       (please do not leave message) 
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message) 
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250  
       (leave message) 
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851  
       (leave message) 
 


