“LOVELETTER”
329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 to 11 a.m.
Tuesday 12:30-2:30 p.m. Friday 8 to 10 a.m.

Psalm 131:1-2 - O LORD, my heart is not lifted up: my eyes are not raised too high; I
do not occupy myself with things too great and too marvelous for me. But I have
calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child
is my soul within me.
Jesus' disciples asked Him, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?" (Matthew 18:1b). Apparently, it was an issue of great interest to them and
more than once was the subject of their quarrels. Perhaps the disciples hoped that
Jesus would mention one of their names as "the greatest." He did not.
Jesus gave His disciples a lesson in greatness, but our Lord does not measure
greatness as the world does. He did not point to a military leader to illustrate
greatness. He did not discuss the Roman emperor or well-known Pharisees as
examples of greatness. Jesus did not even point to Himself, but to a child: "Calling to
Him a child, He put him in the midst of them and said, 'Truly, I say to you, unless you
turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven'" (Matthew
18:2-3). If Jesus' followers do not become like children, they will not even enter the
kingdom. Those who humble themselves like that child would be greatest in the
kingdom. It is a difficult lesson. In our fallen selfishness, we do not really want to
humble ourselves to become like children. We may instead try to elevate ourselves
over others as we seek to satisfy our own desires.
Jesus, the greatest of all, the Son of God, humbled Himself to born among us.
He became a child, the infant born in Bethlehem, a little child who knew what it was
to feel calm and quiet in His mother's arms. Jesus grew to adulthood, humbly serving,
teaching, and healing, reaching out to people with mercy and compassion. In humility
He took up His cross and died for our sins, including our sinful, self-seeking attempts
to enjoy the highest place at the expense of others.
In the power of the Holy Spirit, we have been born anew. Baptized as infants, as
older children, or as adults, we are born again in the water and the Word. Through no
effort or achievements of our own, like humble children we are brought into the
kingdom of God. Like children, who depend on adults for help and care, we depend on
our Savior for salvation. As the psalmist says, our "eyes are not raised too high." With
the help of the Holy Spirit, we do not lift our hearts high in sinful pride, but humbly
count others as more important than ourselves. We look not only to our own interests,
but like our Savior, put the interests of others ahead of our own. In the face of the
world's constant and anxious search for greatness, we calm and quiet our souls with
trust in Christ alone.
WE PRAY: Lord Jesus, help me to trust You in childlike faith and to serve
others, as You did, with humble compassion. Amen.
This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler.
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ST. PAUL COUNCIL MINUTES

- August 11, 2022

ATTENDANCE:
The following council members were in attendance: Ron Lundblad, Sue Aves, Diane Murphy,
Kristen Stockberger, Lavern Dahl, Pat Steinfort, Beth Rozen and Lori Cornick-Angell.
Opening prayer by Diane.
Sue made a motion to accept the July Minutes, Pat second and council all in favor.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Diane and Kristin introduced a new version of the monthly report using the new QuickBooks
program. Members are asked to look at them and let them know if there is additional
information they would find beneficial to be included. We will continue to use both reports
for the remainder of the year.
MONTHLY BENEVOLENCE:
This month’s benevolence should be local and from the discussion last month there was an
update from Sue about the school kits. Still needed are notebooks and money to help with
shipping. Diane made a motion that $100.00 be given to WELCA to help with this project, seconded by Kristin and approved by all.
COUNCIL PERSON OF THE MONTH:
The council person(s) for the month of August is Lavern. Diane will be in September.
SECRETARY SALARY:
Valerie has been at St Paul for more than a year, and has had no adjustments to her salary in
that time. She currently earns $17.00 per hour. After discussion a motion was made by Diane
to increase her rate to $17.50, seconded by Beth and approved by all.
INTERIM MINISTER:
Our Saviour’s Church Council will be having a congregational meeting to vote on the interim
position we have been talking about. If the 2 congregations do not agree, there will need to be
more conversation. According to St Paul’s constitution, we do not need a congregational
meeting as the council has the authority to secure an interim with Synod approval. In the
meantime, Ron motioned, and Kristin seconded that we would like to continue with Anita
Nuetzman as interim beginning October 1st. All agreed.

CALL COMMITTEE:
There will be a joint meeting with both councils and the call committee on September 12 to
discuss the Ministry Site Profile and secure council approvals so it can go to the
congregations.
FUNDRAISERS:
Sue shared that there will be a chili supper fundraiser on Thursday, October 20 from 4-6 p.m.
Council members are needed to help serve this meal. There will also be a bake sale event in
December, more details to follow. Beth mentioned we need to be sure and get publicity out to
the public for all of our fundraising efforts.

PAGE 3

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE:
Members include Linda Koopman, Larry Stockberger, and Carlyn Schriver. Diane has
suggested that one item to take to the committee is to purchase a small tablet that can be used
to record and post worship on Facebook Live. Ron also indicated that the Memorial
Committee may contribute some money to the roof project.
NEXT MEETING:
September 8 at 5:30 p.m. Discussion was also held about moving council meetings to Sunday
morning. One option is to meet at 8:30 prior to worship so people can still go to the coffee
hour. We will discuss more as winter gets nearer.
Kristin made a motion to adjourn, Beth seconded and council all in favor. The meeting was
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

“Things Work Out Best For Those Who Make The Best Of How Things
Work Out.”
John Wooden

If you would like to celebrate a special occasion or memorial, please consider
placing fresh flowers by the altar on Sunday morning. You can take the vase
liners to your flower shop, and they can deliver them on Friday morning.
Please let Valerie in the office know how you would like them noted in the
bulletin. Questions? Give the office a call at 641-423-7749.
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WELCA NEWS
A Chili Supper is scheduled for Thursday, October 20th from 4 to 6 p.m. or
until gone. It again will be a drive through. This is a WELCA and church
council sponsored event with all proceeds going to the roof repair.
The WELCA Veteran’s Lunch will be Thursday, November 10th starting at
11 a.m. Proceeds from this event will go to the veterans organizations as usual.

LWR School Kits—The only item still needed are the 70 ct notebooks and
monetary donations. If you have any questions, please contact Michele Thenhaus
(641-420-6064) or Geri Barker (641-423-5525) at St Paul or Marilyn Martell
(641-425-9048) at Our Saviour’s. Money donations may be marked LWR school
kits.
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) members
meet in the Fellowship Hall on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. to make quilts for Lutheran
World Relief and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for meetings and to work on other
projects. We hope you will join us. However, if you are interested in making
quilts or working on our other various projects and this time doesn’t work for
you, please contact Becky Lundblad, Tanya Dahl, Shelly Thenhaus or Sue Aves
so a more convenient time can be discussed.

Direct Support Professionals Week
Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved one? It is a role that is both demanding
and meaningful. During September’s National Direct Support Professionals Week, we
celebrate all the ways in which professional caregivers help children and adults achieve their
goals and build meaningful lives.
One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for People with Disabilities. From 24
-hour support to occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as they
find the confidence and independence they need to thrive in their communities. Through our
innovative Host Homes program, caregivers can also become mentors to individuals with
disabilities, welcoming them into their private family home where they can receive more
one-on-one care and encouragement.
If you would like to learn more about how you can support crucial programming like LSI
Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of
philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
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Lectors
4 Dennis Marsh
18 Diane Murphy
Acolytes
4 Pat Steinfort
18 Lori Angell

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday Sept. 15 @ 4:00
Council Meeting:
Thurs. Sept. 8 @ 5:30
M&M’s:
Each Wednesday @ 9:30
WELCA:
Wed, Sept. 7 @ 9:30

Coffee Hour:
4 Sue Aves
18

Council Person:
Diane Murphy
Altar Guild:
Diane Murphy
Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell
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Happy September
Birthday!
09/10 Lily Stockberger
09/13 Becky Lundblad

Worship & Music:
Thurs. Sept. 8 @ Noon @ OS
****************************
Loveletter deadline: 23rd
Bulletin deadline each
Wed. 10:00 a.m.
If we have missed you, please
let us know. Thanks!

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.

“Don’t Let Yesterday Take Up Too Much Of Today.”
Will Rogers

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour. Please sign up for
a Sunday so this fellowship can continue to be enjoyed!

St. Paul serves at Community Kitchen every 3rd Thursday starting at 4.
In order to continue this ministry we need your help. Please consider lending a
hand. If you work until 5 we can still use your help (just let us know).
Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office
641-423-7749.
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Dennis & Nancy Marsh & family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Margaret Movick & family

3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

18. Jim & Diane Murphy & family

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &

19. Ron Nielson & family

families

20. Mary C Paulsen & family

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

21. Tim & Beth Rozen & family

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

22. Carol Rye & family

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

23. Jayne Schiek & family

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless

24. Crystal Schriber & family

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

25. Carlyn Schriver & family

10. Jack & Anne Gannett & family

26. Kirk Schriver & family

11. Dixie Howell & family

27. Megan Slocum & family

12. Dave & Sara Janssen & family

28. Pat Steinfort & family

13. Carol King & family

30. Ian & Kristen Stockberger & family

14. Linda Koopman & family

31. Larry & Deb Stockberger & family

15. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family

PRAYER CHAIN
Please call any Prayer Chain member below if you have a prayer request. All requests are
kept confidential and you can share as much information as you are comfortable with.
You may call any member and they will start the chain.
Prayer Chain members:
Geri Barker 641-423-5525 (please do not leave message)
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message)
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250 (leave message)
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 (leave message)
Your name could be added here ________________________________

PRAYERS
Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers/visits, list
St. Paul on forms and request they call us. Also please contact Ron Lundblad at
641-420-9440 or the church office at 641-423-7749.
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9:30 Quilters
6:30 Joint Call/
Council Meeting @
SP

19
9:30 Quilters

26

9:30 Southern Gospel OS
10:30 Fellowship

2 2/4 Stitchers

18

9:30 Worship/Communion SP
10:30 Fellowship

25

2 2/4 Stitchers

9:30 Worship /Communion OS 9:30 Quilters
10:30 Fellowship

12

Office Closed

11

9:30 Worship/Communion SP
10:30 Fellowship

27

20

13

9:30 M&M’s

28

9:30 M & M’s

21

9:30 M& M’s

14

9:30 M&M’s
WELCA Meeting

3

NA

10 St. Paul Knitters

29

7 NA

10 St Paul Knitters

30

Loveletter Deadline
8 NA

24

22 Fall Begins

17

8 NA

23

16

8 NA

7 NA

4 Comm Kitchen

10 St Paul Knitters

15

5:30 Council Meeting
7 NA

10 St. Paul Knitters
12 Worship Planning
@OS

9

Office Closed

10 Knitters

8

2

1

10

6

Fri

5

Thu

4

Wed

8 NA

Tue

Phone:
641-423-7749

Mon

Website: www.stpaulmc.com
Facebook: facebook.com/
Stpaulmc
Office Hours: M, W, Th 9-11
Tu. 12:30-2:30, Fri. 8-10
Email:
secretary@stpaulmc.com

Sun

September 2022
Sat

