“LOVELETTER”
329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9 to 11 a.m.
Tuesday 12:30-2:30 p.m. Friday 8 to 10 a.m.

CHOICES. We make choices every day. We make decisions about what to do , what
to wear, where to go, what to eat, etc. We literally make hundreds of choices which will
affect our lives either positively or negatively. We were trained to try and make good choices
which will be beneficial not only to us but to our families, our communities, our state and
our country. As members of St. Paul we also make choices which affects not only the future
of St. Paul but also how we view our relationship with the church. Do we go to church or
stay home? Do we become involved or always let someone else do the job? Do we complain
and always focus on what we don’t have rather than appreciate what we do? I believe one
very positive choice we made was to enter into the sharing arrangement with Our Saviour’s.
It is so nice to have more people in church and I have made many new friends and feel very
comfortable going to church whether it is at St. Paul or Our Saviour’s. I honestly believe that
the Christmas Eve service and the Easter services were two of the nicest worship services I
have attended in years. Both were joint services done by a supply pastor. It was the people
who made them so meaningful. The old adage is true that you only get out of something
what you put into it. These are choices you can make.
Another choice people make is their financial commitment to St. Paul. I feel a
responsibility to inform the members so there are no surprises. The last two years offerings
have decreased nearly $25,000.00 a year despite membership remaining about the same. We
have many people who contribute occasionally perhaps at Christmas and Easter. However,
Alliant Energy, Century Link, and others send us a bill every month not just occasionally.
That is why Becky and I are so committed to giving the same amount to St. Paul every
month. There are others who do likewise and I so appreciate that but there are also many
who don’t. Regardless of whether you contribute online, weekly, monthly or in other ways
your financial commitment is very important. This is especially important this year because
we will be repairing the roof in the fall and that expense will be approximately $35,000.00
or perhaps more. In the past thirteen years we have withdrawn an average of $20,400.00 a
year to meet expenses, but at the same time we have gained an average of $15,600.00 from
our investments. This means we are only down about $60,000.00 from our highest point $284,000.00 - ten years ago. Because of current market conditions, we will most likely not
gain from our investments this year but that is not my main concern. My concern, and my
hope, is that offerings will improve so we do not have to withdraw the entire $35,000.00. We
made about $650.00 from Band Fest and have discussed other fund raisers. We would
welcome any ideas and if anyone would be willing to be on a fund-raising committee, please
contact me. This is your church. My goal is that we would only have to withdraw about the
same $20,000.00 we do every year to repair the roof and we could raise the remaining
expense. These are also choices you can make.
Ron Lundblad, Church Council President

Update from the Call Committee
The joint call committee work continues as we are working on the Ministry Site Profile.
Thank you to everyone that completed a survey. Each congregation tabulated their results and
together we have determined top 5 ministry tasks, 5 top gifts for ministry and 5 that we deem
as helpful. With the ministry tasks the committee wants to stress that the people of these
congregation need to be actively involved in this ministry and it can not be up to the pastor to
“do it all”.
Top 5 Ministry Tasks
Building a sense of community
Christian education
Pastoral care and visitation
Preaching/worship
Recruit and equip leaders
Top 5 Gifts for Ministry
Help people develop their spiritual life
Be active in visitation of members and non-members
Build a sense of community among the people with whom he/she works
Be an effective communicator
Be skilled in planning and leading programs
5 Helpful Ministry Gifts
Be an effective administrator
Bring joy and good humor to relationships
Be able to share leadership and work in a team
Be creative and innovative about his or her tasks
Be able to use technology
Our next step is to complete the Ministry Site Profile and make sure that the 2 profiles are
connected. We will have a meeting with both councils in September and will bring
information to the congregations following that meeting.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact myself, Deb Stockberger or
Michele Thenhaus.
Diane Murphy, Call Committee co-chair
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ST. PAUL COUNCIL MINUTES

- June 16, 2022

ATTENDANCE:
The following council members were in attendance: Ron Lundblad, Sue Aves, Diane Murphy,
Kristen Stockberger, Lavern Dahl, Beth Rozen and Lori Cornick-Angell. Opening prayer by Diane.
Diane made a motion to accept the May Minutes, Kristen second and council all in favor.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Diane mentioned that there has been no expenses out of the ordinary. There will be some costs for
insurance, which includes payments for property and one for worker’s compensation. A quarterly
payment was made for the data base system used for our offerings. Synod assembly registration fee
was a little higher as we had missed the deadline. Offerings continue to lag behind previous years
and this will be a concern especially with the expense of repairing the flat roofs.

MONTHLY BENEVOLENCE:
There was discussion for our local donation to help out with our youth in the community. Beth will
be investigating the possibilities at Park and Rec, Steben’s, the YMCA and the art museum. Motion
by Beth for the Park & Rec Programs, second by Lori and council all in favor.
COUNCIL PERSON OF THE MONTH:
The council person(s) for the month of June is Kristen and July is Sue and Lori.
CALL COMMITTEE:
Diane reported the call committee has met a couple more times. Both churches are working on their
profiles and have gone through them. Although each church will have their own profile, there are
some areas that need to be matching. The 75-word introduction needs to be the same because it is a
single call. The call committee will be meeting on August 16th to finalize the profile. There will be a
joint meeting with both councils and the call committee on September 12, at 6:30 p.m., at St. Paul
Lutheran Church to review the profiles. The profiles will need to be approved by the council and not
the congregation. The congregations will need to approve the 75-word introductory paragraph. Once
this 75-word introductory paragraph is completed, each member of the congregation will have a
chance to have a copy and review it prior to a vote on said matter.
The surveys for both churches were similar. The top priorities from the surveys for a pastor include:
Help people develop their spiritual life;
Be an active part in visitation of members and non-members
Build a sense of community among the people with whom he or she works
Be an effective communicator
Be skilled in planning and leading programs.
There were an additional five marked that would be helpful:
Be an effective administrator;
Bring joy and humor to relationships;
Be able to work in a team;
Be creative and innovative;
Have some skills with technology and media.
The congregations will need to be involved with all the church functions and the pastor will not be
expected to provide everything.
Pastor Brackett will be on a sabbatical through September, 2022.
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BAND FESTIVAL:
The band festival concession stand was a success not only in the profit of approximately $610.00, but
this was a great effort by both churches. The day was beautiful and everyone enjoyed helping out.
CANNONBALL DAYS:
There will be ice cream floats served by St. Paul and Our Saviour’s Lutheran Churches for
Cannonball Days. Another great team effort between the two churches. There has been a lot of
work getting ready for this event. Hope it is a nice day for it.
FUNDRAISERS:
There was mention of organizing a fundraiser committee.
announcements also on Sunday to the church congregation.

This will be discussed at the

ROOF PROJECT:
The roof project will not be done until the fall and it is hoped to have additional fund raisers to
possibly raise some of the money. Money from investments will certainly be used for some of this
expense but hopefully not all of it. There is also some memorial money and perhaps the memorial
committee will consider donating to this project.
WELCA:
There will be the upcoming rummage sale in July 23.
NEW BUSINESS:
There was discussion regarding having a stewardship campaign to discuss not only our offerings but
our time and our talents. There was a Motion by Lori, second by Sue and council all in favor.
Also, with communion being held at the altar, there is no reason not to have ushers on Sunday
morning. So we will be having a sign up sheet for that.
There will be a lot of joint projects between the two churches. So feel free to sign up at “both”
churches. This will involve not only the ushers, but the Sunday School Program, confirmation, adult
classes, etc.
SUPPLY PASTORS:
Supply pastors will continue to be used. Further discussions will continue by the church presidents
as to the fulfillment of this position. Ron Lundblad has done a nice job lining up the supply pastors.
COFFEE HOUR:
St. Paul will continue to have coffee hour after the church service. There is a sign-up sheet in the
fellowship hall. Attendance at coffee hour has been great.
COMMUNITY KITCHEN:
There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for this also.
NEXT MEETING:
July 14 at 5:30 p.m.
Ron made a motion to close, Kristen second and council all in favor. The meeting was closed with
the Lord’s Prayer.
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WELCA
RUMMAGE SALE: WELCA will be having a rummage sale on Friday,
July 22 and Saturday, July 23 (8 am –4pm) in the Fellowship Hall. If you have
items you would like to donate to the sale, please contact Tanya Dahl at
641-424-3545 or Shelly Thenhaus at 641-420-6064 to schedule a time to bring
them to the church. We request that any items of clothing are clean. We will stop
collecting items on July 15th.
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Church of America) members meet in the Fellowship
Hall on Mondays at 9:30 a.m. to make blankets for Lutheran World Relief and on
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for meetings and to work on other projects. We hope you will join
us. However, if you are interested in making blankets or working on our other various
projects and this time doesn’t work for you, please contact Becky Lundblad, Tanya Dahl,
Shelly Thenhaus or Sue Aves so a more convenient time can be discussed.

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS

The Good Shepherd is planning a car show and parade on Tuesday, August 2 (rain dateAugust 3). They will need volunteers to help take residents outdoors. If you are able to assist
with this, please go to the Good Shepherd main lobby at 12:30 p.m. on August. 2.
Good Shepherd is also planning to have a “Poker Walk” on Friday, August 19. This is another
outside activity so volunteers are needed. If interested, please go to the Good Shepherd main
lobby at 1:00 p.m. on August 19
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Marsh.

RESTORING HOPE
Over the last year, LSI and its many community partners across Iowa have come together in a
time of need. When hundreds of Afghan evacuees needed a place to call home in Iowa, LSI
rose to the challenge to provide crucial resettlement services.
Supporters from across the state rallied together to provide financial support; they put
together almost 600 welcome boxes so every individual had what they needed when they
arrived; and they volunteered their time to provide assistance with transportation and housing
during a distressing time.
In our offices in Des Moines and Sioux City, LSI was able to hire additional staff who speak
14 different languages. In December 2021, for the first time in 10 years, LSI began
welcoming new arrivals to Iowa, and we have since welcomed more than 165 individuals –
including many families – to their new home in Iowa. Thanks to the support of our partners,
Iowa continues to be a space of welcome, a place where individuals can find safety, security,
and a community where they can rebuild their lives.
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Lectors
3 Diane Murphy
17 Lori Angell
31 Geri Barker
Acolytes
3 Diane Murphy
17 Pat Steinfort
31 Lori Angell
Coffee Hour:
3 C. King & M. Thenhaus
17 LaVern & Tanya Dahl
31 Stockbergers
Council Person:
Lori Angell/Sue Aves
Altar Guild:
Lori Angell/Sue Aves
Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday July 21 @ 4:00
Council Meeting:
Thurs. July 14 @ 5:30
M&Ms:
Each Wednesday @ 9:30
WELCA:
Wed, July 6 @ 9:30
Worship & Music:
Thurs. July 14 @ Noon @ SP
****************************
Loveletter deadline: 25th
Bulletin deadline each
Wed. 10:00 a.m.
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Happy July
Birthday!
07/03 Nancy Marsh
07/08 Pat Steinfort
07/11 Jim Murphy
07/18 Ian Stockberger
07/23 Remy Slocum

07/29 Dave Janssen
If we have missed you, please
let us know. Thanks!

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.

"Our prime purpose in this life is to help others. And if you can't help them, at least
don't hurt them."
Dalai Lama

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour. Please sign up for
a Sunday so this fellowship can continue to be enjoyed!

St. Paul serves at Community Kitchen every 3rd Thursday starting at 4.
In order to continue this ministry we need your help. Please consider lending a
hand. If you work until 5 we can still use your help (just let us know).
Please sign up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall or call the church office
641-423-7749.
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Dennis & Nancy Marsh & family

3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

18. Margaret Movick & family

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &

19. Jim & Diane Murphy & family

families

20. Ron Nielson & family

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

21. Mary C Paulsen & family

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

22. Tim & Beth Rozen & family

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

23. Carol Rye & family

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless

24. Jayne Schiek & family

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

25. Crystal Schriber & family

10. Harold Gaiser & family

26. Carlyn Schriver & family

11. Jack & Anne Gannett & family

27. Kirk Schriver & family

12. Dixie Howell & family

28. Megan Slocum & family

13. Dave & Sara Janssen & family

30. Pat Steinfort & family

14. Carol King & family

31. Ian & Kristen Stockberger & family

15. Linda Koopman & family

PRAYER CHAIN
Please call any Prayer Chain member below if you have a prayer request. All requests are
kept confidential and you can share as much information as you are comfortable with.
You may call any member and they will start the chain.
Prayer Chain members:
Geri Barker 641-423-5525 (please do not leave message)
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message)
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250 (leave message)
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 (leave message)
Your name could be added here ________________________________

PRAYERS
Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers/visits, list
St. Paul on forms and request they call us. Also please contact Ron Lundblad at
641-420-9440 or the church office at 641-423-7749.

Mon

7 NA

2:00 2/4 Stitchers

31
9:30 Worship @ SP
10:30 Fellowship

7 NA

28

RAGBRAI in town

27

7 NA

10 Knitters

26

10 Knitters

9:30 M & M’s

4 Community Kitchen

21

7 NA

5:30 Council Meeting

10 Knitters
12Worship Planning SP

14

7 NA

10 Knitters

7

Thu

20

9:30 M& M’s

13

9:30 M&M’s
WELCA
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Wed

9:30 M&M’s

25

9:30 Quilters

19

12

5

Tue

9:30 Worship/ Communion @ 9:30 Quilters
OS
10:30 Fellowship
Loveletter Deadline

24

9:30 Worship/Communion @
SP
10:30 Fellowship

17

18

9:30 Quilters

9:30 Worship/Communion @
OS
10:30 Fellowship

2:00 2/4 Stitchers

11

Office Closed

4

10

9:30 Worship/Communion @
SP
10:30 Fellowship
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Website: www.stpaulmc.com
Phone:
Facebook: facebook.com/
641-423-7749
Stpaulmc
Office Hours:
M, W, Th, F 9-11; Tu 12:30-2:30
Email:
secretary@stpaulmc.com

Sun

July 2022

29

22
WELCA
Rummage Sale

15

8

Office Closed

1

Fri

8 NA

30

8 NA

23
WELCA
Rummage Sale

8 NA

16

8 NA

9

8 NA
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Sat

“Not Like Us”

Luke 6:27-38 - "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak
do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one
who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others
would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend
to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the
Most High, for He is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your
Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not
be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For
with the measure you use it will be measured back to you."
These are some of Jesus' hard sayings. They tell us to do good things contrary to
our human nature. They're like directions that only those who really love Jesus would
ever want to follow.
It would have been really easy for the Gospel writers to try and water down these
sayings of Jesus, don't you think? (Though God's Holy Spirit would have none of that, I
presume.) I mean, "Love your enemies"? With centuries of bad blood between nations,
tribes, and even among families, who's interested in loving their enemy? How about I
start with simply ignoring them first, and then maybe they'll just die without me having
to do anything rash.
Jesus' words show, as Scripture so often does, how God's ways are not our ways —
not even close. God would have us give; we'd rather take. He would have us forgive;
we'd rather punish. Though created in God's image (see Genesis 1:26), our resemblance
to our Maker quickly fades when the rubber hits the road. But Jesus gives you and me
the opportunity to become a little more like Him, doesn't He? And how refreshing that
is—to be like Jesus—the One who gave His life for us so that we can have life eternal.
"In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 2:5).
THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, make us like Jesus. In His Name. Amen.
This Daily Devotion was written by Paul Schreiber.

If you would like to celebrate a special occasion or memorial, please consider
placing fresh flowers by the altar on Sunday morning. You can take the vase
liners to your flower shop, and they can deliver them on Friday morning.
Please let Valerie in the office know how you would like them noted in the
bulletin. Questions? Give the office a call at 641-423-7749.

