“LOVELETTER”
329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 9 to 11 a.m.
Tuesday 12:30-2:30 p.m.

THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
CHURCH WILL BE HELD SUNDAY, JANUARY 16TH AFTER WORSHIP
SERVICE. AGENDA ITEMS WILL INCLUDE: BUDGET, COUNCIL ELECTION
AND YEAR IN REVIEW.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
2021 has come and gone and a new year has begun. In December we again began having
joint services with Our Saviour’s and that has been very nice. First and third Sundays are at
St. Paul and second and fourth Sundays are at Our Saviour’s. This allows both churches to
maintain their identity but yet work together. It is so nice to have more people in church and
the coffee fellowship after the services provides a good opportunity to get to know each
other even better. This will continue probably throughout all of 2022. We have been very
fortunate to have a very enjoyable group of supply pastors and we will continue to use many
of the same ones plus you will see a few new faces. I hope many of you will attend worship
each Sunday regardless of where it is at. It was also nice to have advent services at
Our Saviour’s and a very enjoyable Christmas Eve service at St. Paul.
Work continues on establishing a 2 church parish agreement but it is a slow yet very
important process. An executive committee comprised of the officers of both councils met
several times to draft an agreement which was modeled after another 2 church parish. On
December 16th both church councils presented this agreement to Bishop Kevin Jones and
Rev. Steven Brackett who made some minor changes. They explained that there are several
churches in the synod looking for a minister but there are simply not many available. This
revised 2 church parish agreement will be presented to each congregation at their annual
meetings for final approval. If both congregations approve of the agreement, the next step
will be to establish a call committee which will comprise a profile for each congregation. It
is a step by step process which will take many months. It is important to match the right
minister with the right parish. It is also important to be patient during this process and
continue to support your respective church.
Ron Lundblad, Council President of St. Paul
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ST. PAUL COUNCIL MINUTES

-

December 8, 2021

ATTENDANCE:
The following council members were in attendance: Ron Lundblad,
Diane Murphy, Lavern Dahl, Sue Aves and Lori Cornick-Angell. Our meeting was opened
with a prayer by Diane Murphy.
Thank you notes were received from the ELCA and the Veterans for gift cards. A Christmas
card from Pearl Simpkins was also received.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
There is a correction that has been made to the checking account. The memorial from the
Harms Family was deposited into the regular checking account. This has now been transferred
into the memorial fund account. Other than that, everything else is pretty normal. Ron also
explained that offerings are down about 30% or $25,000.00 a year the past two years
MONTHLY BENEVOLENCE:
Motion by Diane for $100.00 to go to the Christmas Cheer Fund, second by Beth and council
all in favor.
ROOF GRANT: There was nothing wrong with our grant application but St. Paul did not
receive any money. Only 10 percent is distributed to groups outside of Worth County. Motion
by Sue to reapply for the grant money in January. Second by Lavern and passed by all except
one vote. Ron will submit the application in January and they will know in April if they get
any money. The roof will be repaired in the spring of 2022 and there have been no recent
issues with the roof.
WELCA:
WELCA will be having a chili dinner in February. The WELCA has asked the council to go in
with the WELCA for this fundraiser. Ron moved that the council work together with WELCA
for this event. Second by Diane and council all voted in favor.
COUNCIL PERSON OF THE MONTH:
Ron is the council member for December. He explained that the joint Christmas Eve service
will be at St. Paul at 4:00.
2-POINT PARISH AGREEMENT:
The 2-point parish agreement was presented to the council. If there are questions or concerns,
this may be addressed to Ron, Diane, Kristen or Lori. There is a meeting with both church
councils and staff from the Synod on December 16, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. The agreement will be
made available to the congregation.
ANNUAL BUDGET:
The 2022 budget was discussed by the council. There will be some minor changes. Minister
expense for 2022 will be considerably less than 2021 because we will be using supply pastors.
The budget will be presented for approval at the annual meeting.
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COFFEE HOUR: St. Paul will continue to have coffee hour after the church service. There
is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall.
COMMUNITY KITCHEN: There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall for this also.
ANNUAL MEETING:
January 16, 2022, right after church.
NEW BUSINESS:
Ron received a call from a Mr. Ronald Hanson regarding a life insurance policy he has/had
with Thrivent. Mr. Hanson was married at St. Paul and his children were baptized here before
he moved away. Mr. Hanson is the insured but St. Paul is a beneficiary. Mr. Hanson intends
to pay the premium but the bill has been sent to St. Paul which caused some confusion. Both
Ron Hanson and Ron Lundblad have contacted Thrivent to correct the issue but no solution
yet. The church will not pay the premiums even though we are a listed beneficiary. That is
the responsibility of the insured.
Ron received another call from a lady who was inquiring as to money for Christmas presents.
Ron directed her to the other local community resources.
FRONT SIGN:
Thank you to the Rozen Family for the new glass purchased for the sign at the front of the
church. This looks very nice.
NEXT MEETING:
January 12 at 5:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn by Diane, second by Beth, council all in favor.
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
There will be a slight change in office hours. Tuesdays the hours will be 12:30-2:30 p.m.
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will remain 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Thank you, Valerie

My most heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the people of St. Paul
for the Christmas gift card. I’ve certainly enjoyed these past months
working for you and I look forward to serving you in the coming
year! I hope 2022 brings each of you the very best!
Valerie

"We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give."
Winston Churchill
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A big thank you to Tim and Beth Rozen for donating the new glass on the sign on the north
side of the church. It is much clearer and makes everything easier to read. It looked so nice for
Christmas especially with the Christmas lights.
Entrepreneurship, Food, and Welcoming
In 2006, Ali and her family traveled from Kenya and resettled in the U.S. They found
themselves in an unfamiliar place: Iowa. But today, they still call Iowa home, thanks to the
community they built and the support they received while resettling in the U.S. LSI Refugee
and Immigrant Services helped the family become comfortable and confident living in their
new community.
"They taught us to shop, register for school – all the basic needs. Even winter shopping for
the Iowa weather,” Ali says. “They taught us how to get by. It was nice to help us get settled
in.”
After some time in Iowa, Ali and her husband, Salah, decided they wanted to open a
restaurant as successful as the one they had in Kenya. They soon realized how challenging
this would be – the biggest obstacle being the financial burden of opening a restaurant in the
Des Moines area. After 15 years of never giving up on their goals, they were able to open
Gursha Ethiopian Grill.

Opening during a pandemic, when other restaurants in the industry struggled to remain
open, has come with its share of obstacles. But thanks to community support, the restaurant
is a popular destination in the area.
Ali dreams of one day franchising to other locations. With their continuously growing
clientele and delicious food, this goal is not far away.

If you would like to celebrate a special occasion or memorial, please consider
placing fresh flowers by the altar on Sunday morning. You can take the vase
liners to your flower shop, and they can deliver them on Friday morning.
Please let Valerie in the office know how you would like them noted in the
bulletin. Questions? Give the office a call at 641-423-7749.

"God gave us the gift of life; it is up to us to give ourselves the gift of living well."
Voltaire
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Lectors
2 Multiple
16 Ron Lundblad
30 Ron Lundblad
Acolytes
2 Lori Angell
16 Deb Stockberger
30 Deb Stockberger
Coffee Hour:
2
16
30
Council Person:
Ron Lundblad
Altar Guild:
Geri Barker
Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday of each month
Thurs Jan. 20 @ 4:00
Council Meeting:
Thurs Jan.12 @ 5:15

Happy January
Birthday!
01/01 Dennis Marsh

M&Ms:
Each Wednesday @ 9:30

01/18 Deb Stockberger

WELCA:
Wed, Jan. 5 @ 9:30

01/26 Mary Paulsen

Worship & Music:
Thurs. @ Noon @ TBD
****************************
Loveletter deadline: 25th
Bulletin deadline each
Wed. 10:00 a.m.

01/23 Carol King

If we have missed you, please
let us know.

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.

REMINDER!!
The Congregational Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 16th
after the worship service.

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour. Please sign up for
a Sunday so this fellowship can continue to be enjoyed!

St. Paul serves at Community Kitchen every 3rd Thursday starting at 4.
In order to continue this ministry we need your help. Please consider lending a
hand. If you work until 5 we can still use your help (just let us know).
Please sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall or call the church office
641-423-7749.
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Karol Wallskog & family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Tom & Patricia Wetter & family

3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

18. Jim & Elaine Aberg & family

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &

19. Lori Angell & family

families

20. Stephanie & Shaun Arneson & family

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

21. Susan Aves & family

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

22. Jim & Jo Ellen Bailey & family

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

23. Don & Geri Barker & family

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless

24. Dane Birkholz & family

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

25. Brianna Stephens & family

10. Larry & Deb Stockberger & family

26. Rhett Buffington & family

11. Micah & Jessica Stockberger & family

27. Corrine Butler & family

12. Michele Thenhaus & family

28. Karen Cornick & family

13. Bob & Heather Thompson & family

29. Zell Cottrell & family

14. Ken & Dawn Truka & family

30. LaVern & Tanya Dahl & family

15. Jim & Chris Wallace & family

31 Roger & Beverly Ennis & family

PRAYER CHAIN
Please call any Prayer Chain member below if you have a prayer request. All requests are
kept confidential and you can share as much information as you are comfortable with.
You may call any member and they will start the chain.
Prayer Chain members:
Geri Barker 641-423-5525 (please do not leave message)
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message)
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250 (leave message)
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 (leave message)
Your name could be added here ________________________________

PRAYERS
Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers/visits, list
St. Paul on forms and request they call us. Also please contact Ron Lundblad at
641-420-9440 or the church office at 641-423-7749.

9:30 Quilters

24

9:30 Quilters

9:30 Worship/Communion @
SP
10:30 Annual Meeting for SP
10:30 Fellowship

23

9:30 Worship @ OS
10:30 Fellowship

31

9:30 Quilters

30

9:30 Worship @ SP
10:30 Fellowship

2:00 2/4 Stitchers

17

16

2:00 2/4 Stitchers

9:30 Quilters

26

9:30 M & M’s

19

7 NA

10 Knitters

27

7 NA

4 Comm Kitchen

10 Knitters

20

7 NA

5:15 Council Meeting

Loveletter Deadline 9:30 M&M’s

25

18

10 Knitters

13

9:30 M& M’s

12

28

21

14

9:30 Worship/Communion @
OS
10:30 Annual Meeting for OS
10:30 Fellowship

11

7 NA

10 Knitters

10

9:30 M&M’s
WELCA

9

7

Sat

8 NA

29

8 NA

22

8 NA

15

8 NA

New Year’s
Day

9:30 Quilters

6

1

9:30 Worship @ SP
10:30 Fellowship

5

Fri

8

4

Thu

3

Wed

2

Tue

8 NA

Mon

Website: www.stpaulmc.com
Phone:
Facebook: facebook.com/
641-423-7749
Stpaulmc
Office Hours:
M, W, Th, F 9-11; Tu 12:30-2:30
Email:
secretary@stpaulmc.com

Sun

January 2022
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“Much of the difference you make tomorrow will start with what you do today.”
Ernie J Zelinski

