“LOVELETTER”
329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

December is one of my favorite months of the year. One obvious reason
is because I know that Christmas will soon be arriving and I love nearly
everything about the holiday. I love decorating our tree and outside lights as
well as seeing the holiday decorations around town. I love listening to
Christmas music and I especially enjoy singing the many Christmas hymns in
church. I love spending time with family members who I may not see more
than a couple times a year. I love going to a Christmas Eve service and seeing
people who have come home for the holiday. I love the joy and excitement
expressed by our grandchildren as they open their presents. But most of all I
love the reason we celebrate the season in the first place – the birth of our
Lord. Although I enjoy the commercial aspects of the holiday, I always
remember why the season is celebrated and I never take that for granted.
For the people of St. Paul and Our Saviour’s December 2021 will have a
more significant and important memory. It was the month when we returned to
having services together alternating first and third Sundays at St. Paul and
second and fourth at Our Saviour’s. It will be nice to reconnect with friends
we had not seen in a couple months and also nice to simply have more people
in church. On October 31st both churches overwhelmingly voted to continue
discussions about establishing a two-church parish. St. Paul and
Our Saviour’s began sharing services almost two years ago. What became
obvious was that both congregations were similar and benefited from sharing
some things together but yet able to maintain their own churches and identity.
In November an executive committee from both churches started
discussions about writing an agreement about a two-church parish. They
studied some examples and are in the process of writing our own agreement.
Someone from the synod will also become involved. That agreement will
eventually be brought before both congregations for a separate vote hopefully
in the near future. If both churches accept the agreement, a call committee
will then be established and the process of finding a minister to equally serve
both churches will begin. It is early in the process and there is still much yet
to be determined, but the mere fact that the process has begun is another
reason for celebration this December.
Enjoy the holiday season.
Ron Lundblad, President of St. Paul Church Council
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ST. PAUL CHURCH VOTE -

October 31, 2021

34 people attended and voted at the special congregational meeting. Ron Lundblad explained
that this vote was simply to have discussions with Our Saviour’s about establishing a
two-church parish agreement. Some discussion was held and questions answered. It was
clarified that this is just the first step. An agreement would eventually be established and then
voted on my both churches. The vote was 34 to 0 to have these discussions.

ST. PAUL COUNCIL MINUTES

-

November 4, 2021

Attendance:
The following council persons were in attendance:
Ron Lundblad,
Diane Murphy, Lavern Dahl, Sue Aves, Kristen Cavett-Stockberger and Lori Cornick-Angell.
Our meeting was opened with prayer with Diane Murphy.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Diane reported everything is pretty much normal. There was
$5,000.00 withdrawn from Stifel to meet expenses. A total of $30,000.00 has been withdrawn
in 2021.
YARD CLEAN UP: Tuesday, November 9, 2021, 1:00 p.m.
GOOD SHEPHERD ANNUAL MEETING:
Kristen Cavett-Stockberger will attend.

November 19 – Deb Stockberger and

SNOW REMOVAL: This is lined up for the winter months. The front steps will also be
shoveled. (Council member of the month to clean up if there is not as much snow.)
COUNCIL PERSON OF THE MONTH:
church service.

This person will take the offering up during the

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY: Special service for this on November 7, 2021.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:
The vote to continue to work with Our Saviour’s
unanimously passed. Our Saviour’s passed also. Motion was made by Diane that the
executive committee from St. Paul and Our Saviour’s be made up of the officers of each
church to work together on the agreement. This was seconded by Kristen, and council all in
favor. Executive committee officers of the council for St. Paul this will include Ron, Kristen,
Diane and Lori. Ron advised that Mike Olson from Our Saviour’s contacted the Synod.
COFFEE HOUR: Sign up is in the fellowship hall.
NEW BUSINESS: Supply pastors are lined up for November and December. Christmas Eve
service is being worked on still with the service being probably at 4:00 o’clock p.m.
December 24, 2021.
There are a few projects around the building to be repaired. One is a spot in the linoleum on
the steps on the middle entrance. Ron and Dennis will perhaps look at this in the upcoming
weeks.
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Luminaries for Christmas Eve service will be placed outside the front. This has been done in
the past with the assistance of Geri, Sue and Lori.
Christmas trees will be put up shortly. November 28 is the first Sunday in Advent.
Nathan to possibly play for us during this Christmas season.
Diane mentioned doing an end of year evaluation for Valerie and Christmas gifts for the
janitor and Valerie.
SOUND SYSTEM:
This will be checked into by St. Paul members and possibly
Lucas Frein who works here in town with his own sound system company.
CHURCH POTLUCK SUPPER: Wednesday, November 10, 2021
Diane made a motion to have council meetings on Wednesday, second by Sue, council all in
favor.
Motion to adjourn made by Kristen, second by Diane, council all in favor.
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s prayer.
Next meeting:
December 8, 2021, at 5:15 p.m.

Merry Christmas from LSI!
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5
As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! This year has been another difficult
time for all of us, and we are grateful for the Iowans who have stepped up just for the sake of
giving and helping the people LSI is privileged to serve. Thank you for bringing the light of
Christ to your neighbors who rely on these important services!
At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know parents who feel
hopeless, with little resources to raise their young children. We know adults with disabilities
who feel voiceless, with no support system or connection to their community. We know teens
who are aging out of foster care, who fear they will never have a forever family.
The holidays can be an especially difficult time for our neighbors who are so often
overlooked in our society. In the spirit of giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of working
together, let us stand with them and lift them up this Christmas season. LSI’s annual
matching gift campaign is currently active, and those making a new or increased financial gift
can double their impact through the end of the year. If you would like to learn more about
how you can support Iowa children and families, contact Deb Whitford, LSI Director of
Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 563.676.2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. LSI
is also available to provide a customized virtual shared ministry opportunity for your
congregation. If you would like to share the message of LSI with your community, please
visit LSIowa.org/church-relations or contact our Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to get
started.
Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI!
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WELCA NEWS
The "basement church ladies" usually called WELCA have been busy this month continuing
to quilt, working on the Lily Bag project, planning events for next year and just this past week
starting the clean up and clean out of the storage room just off the Fellowship Hall. This is
where school and health kit items, Lily Bag materials, seasonal decorations and rummage sale
donations have been stored . All these things had to have a new home because of the
disintegrating floor. The former Sunday School superintendent's office was filled to the brim
with many things. About six or seven women met on the November 16th and sorted and
cleaned the area. It now is a much needed, well organized space for our project materials.
November 17th the annual disbursement of funds was determined. Again this year we were
limited on fundraising which made cuts necessary. We could not have our annual Veterans
lunch but did give Cerro Gordo County Veterans and Fava each $250.00. Other small gifts
were disbursed.
We are hoping 2022 will be a good year for all.
Keep watching to see what we come up with and if you would like to join us in the work (and
fun) just come to the Fellowship Hall any Wednesday morning at 9:30!

Never Alone
Two years ago, Kayla knew it was time for a change in her life. She had struggled with
substance use for years. When she was pregnant with her youngest son, Rafe, she was
determined to build a brighter future for him. She entered treatment to become sober and
create a healthy home for her baby.
While in treatment, Kayla enrolled in the HOPES program through LSI Early Childhood
Services, which provides in-home parenting education and guidance for parents of young
children. Kellie, Kayla’s LSI worker, met with her every week to ensure she had all the
resources and support she needed to raise Rafe in her home. They kept track of all his
important developmental milestones, sharing smiles and laughs along the way. Whether it was
supplying diapers or being a listening ear, Kellie was always there for Kayla.
Kayla is now two years sober, has a job as a chef, and feels empowered and confident
that she has everything she needs to help her family thrive.
“I just feel overwhelmed and overjoyed. I never thought I could do all this, so I’m proud
of myself,” she says. “There are people at LSI that care about you. They are there to support
you and they are willing to help.”

If you would like to donate poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary, please let the
office know by Monday December 13 so they can be included in the bulletin
for Christmas Eve. You may bring the plants any time after December 1.
Thank you.
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Lectors
5 Lori Angell
19 Geri Barker
Acolytes
5 Pat Steinfort
19 Diane Murphy
Coffee Hour:
5 Sue Aves/Michele Thenhaus
19
Council Person:
Ron Lundblad
Altar Guild:
Diane Murphy
Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday of each month
Thurs Dec. 16 @ 4:00

Happy December
Birthday!

Council Meeting:
Wed. Dec. 8 @ 5:15

12/02 Annika Angell

M&Ms:
Each Wednesday @ 9:30

12/14 Dixie Howell

WELCA:
Wed, Dec 1 @ 9:30

12/21 Elle Buffington

Worship & Music:
Thurs. Dec. 9 @ Noon @ OS
****************************
Loveletter deadline: 27th
Bulletin deadline each
Wed. 12:00

12/09 Corrine Butler
12/17 Margaret Movick
12/31 Jim Aberg

If we have missed you, please
let us know.

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.

You are invited to mid-week Advent Services at Our Saviour’s each Wednesday in Advent
(Dec 1, 8, 15, 22) at 6:30 pm. Each week a different Advent theme will be explored in a
short, lay-led meditation: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.

There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for coffee hour. Please sign up for
a Sunday so this fellowship can continue to be enjoyed!

St. Paul serves at Community Kitchen every 3rd Thursday starting at 4.
In order to continue this ministry we need your help. Please consider lending a
hand. If you work until 5 we can still use your help (just let us know).
Please sign up on the clipboard in Fellowship Hall or call the church office
641-423-7749.
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Dennis & Nancy Marsh & family

3. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

18. Margaret Movick & family

4. Our government, military leaders, troops &

19. Jim & Diane Murphy & family

families

20. Ron Nielson & family

5. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

21. Mary C. Paulsen & family

6. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

22. Tim & Beth Rozen & family

7. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

23. Carol Rye & family

8. All who hunger and/or are homeless

24. Diane Sage & family

9. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

25. Jayne Schiek & family

10. Harold Gaiser & family

26. Crystal Schriber & family

11. Jack & Anne Gannett & family

27. Megan Slocum & family

12. Dixie Howell & family

28. Pat Steinfort & family

13. Dave & Sara Janssen & family

29. Ian & Kristen Stockberger & family

14. Carol King & family

30. Carlyn Schriver & family

15. Linda Koopman & family

31 Kirk Schriver & family

PRAYER CHAIN
Please call any Prayer Chain member below if you have a prayer request. All requests are
kept confidential and you can share as much information as you are comfortable with.
You may call any member and they will start the chain.
Prayer Chain members:
Geri Barker 641-423-5525 (please do not leave message)
Anne Gannett 641-421-6852 (leave message)
Margaret Movick 641-201-1250 (leave message)
Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 (leave message)
Your name could be added here ________________________________

PRAYERS
Should you or a family member be admitted to the hospital and would like prayers/visits, list
St. Paul on forms and request they call us. Also please contact Ron Lundblad at
641-420-9440 or the church office at 641-423-7749.

6
9:30 Quilters

13
9:30 Quilters

5

9:30 Worship/Communion
@ SP
10:30 Fellowship

12

9:30 Worship/Communion
@OS
10:30 Fellowship

27
9:30 Quilters

26

9:30 Worship /Communion
@ OS
10:30 Fellowship

2:00 2/4 Stitchers @ SP

9:30 Quilters

9:30Worship/Communion
@ SP
10:30 Fellowship

Loveletter Deadline

20

19

2:00 2/4 Stitchers @ SP

Phone:
641-423-7749

Mon

Website: www.stpaulmc.com
Facebook: facebook.com/
Stpaulmc
Office Hours: M—F 9-11
Email:
secretary@stpaulmc.com

Sun

28

21

14

7

Tue

7 NA

6:30 Advent Worship
@ OS

9:30 M&M’s

NA

10 Knitters

30

10 Knitters

9:30 M & M’s

29

23

22

7 NA

4 Comm Kitchen

9:30 WELCA Coffee @SP
10 Knitters

9:30 M& M’s
6:30 Advent Worship
@ OS

16

7 NA

10 Knitters
10 am Worship Planning
@ OS

9

15

6:30 Advent Worship
@OS

5:15 Council Meeting

9:30 M&M’s

8

7 NA

10 Knitters

9:30 M&M’s
WELCA Meeting
6:30 Advent Worship
@OS
Agreement Meeting

2

Thu

1

Wed

December 2021

New Year’s Eve
Office Closed

31

Office Closed

Christmas Eve
4:00 Service
@ SP

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

8 NA

18

8 NA

11

8 NA

4

Sat
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