“LOVELETTER”
329 East State Street, Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to Noon

Now What?
I’ve got to be honest. I’ve been struggling to answer some of the questions people have
been bringing to me lately. Since the council leaders of St. Paul and Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Churches voted to put the work on the geographic parish collective ministry (given the
working name “Living Grace”) on hold until we could work together to hopefully find one
or two more congregations interested in joining in working together to build up what God
has planted among us, I have had numerous conversations with people from all 3
congregations involved with the discussions to form the proposed agreement that have
essentially boiled down to a short but not so simple question to answer. Now what?
And my answer to them and to you is the same… What do you hear God calling us to do
and to be at this time?
1 Corinthians 3 verses 6-7 says, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
growth.” There’s an abundant grace and freedom for me that comes from knowing that the
success or failure of what God is working in and through who we are and what we are
called to be and do is not all up to me… or you…or us. Sure, I have my gifts and
responsibilities in this process. So do you. NONE OF US are absolved from our calls to be
faithful and active in seeking God’s will and being prayerful and responding when we get
answers to our prayers. But in the eschaton (the last moments) only God gives the growth.
Our role together then, is to work towards God’s will, to discern and listen together, and
then wait and watch as God cultivates and provokes growth.
There are already leaders in both of our churches engaging with each other and with me in
conversations to grow the discussions about who, what, when, where, why, and how we are
going to move forward into the next phases of our mission and ministry together. I am
excited about all the creative and outside the box… no not just outside the box… the “there
is no box” thinking. Many of the ideas I am hearing are throwing out all the old ways of
thinking, the rules and requirements for who we are and “how we have always done it
before”, and truly asking what our community needs and who we are, based on our gifts
and callings according to the Holy Spirit among us.
This includes growing our shared involvement and partnership with the Little Free Pantry
started by the people of Our Saviour’s in partnership with mutual ministers from the wider
Northeastern Iowa Synod staff and other churches in the NEIA Synod, the Lily Bag project
started by the WELCA group at St. Paul Lutheran Church in partnership with the Crisis
Intervention Center of Mason City, as well as creatively discussing other ministry ideas that
go beyond the walls of “our church buildings. ” May these discussions help us to see we are
church together every day of the week in every place we meet, that we can embody Christ’s
message of Good News, and be his presence of Grace and Healing whenever and wherever
we seek to be the church faithfully and creatively together.
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I hope and pray you are excited about the changes and challenges that will help us be church
together in the months and years to come, as I am. And that you will continue to be part of the
discussions we will be having to answer the short but not so simple question, “Now What?”
not with a “look at all we have lost” defeatist frame of mind, but with the excitement and faith
of one who trusts God to keep God’s promises to cultivate and grow the body of Christ.
Peace in Christ, Pastor Matthew Muters
St Paul Lutheran Council Minutes
August 8, 2019

Attendance – The following members were present for the meeting: , Ron Lundblad, David Janssen, Pat
Steinfort, Harold Gaiser, Diane Murphy, Pastor Muters, and Kristen Stockberger.
Diane updated council on membership review process of mailings and publicizing. Timeline of sending
mailings in September to start receiving cards back in time to have clear CCCs by the end of the year.
Discussion of who are members and what does membership mean to them.
Devotion –
Pastor shared devotion with message from Revelation 21 and Matthew 11. Sharing the message of confusing
fatigue as failure- importance of remembering being faithful in our stewardship and work then trusting God
to take care of us.
Pastor’s Report –
Pastor shared his report for July events. Graveside funeral, a couple pre-marriage counseling processes,
shared ministry, collaboration of Little Free Pantry established at Our Saviour’s were all given report on by
Pastor for monthly tasks.
Secretary’s Report – Report will be in the Love Letter for the current month. Will be approved online.
Treasurer’s Report – Report given verbally by Ron. Will be approved online.
Lawn- The lawn has been let go a little bit and is need of more volunteers. Issues of shade, the importance of
fall cleanup, seeding the lawn, and question of tree removal discussed.
Janitors Closet- Janitors closet needing deep cleaning and decluttering. Discussion of needing a household
size vacuum. Motion made to purchase vacuum for Ben by Pat and seconded by Harold; all in favor.
Cannonball Days – Ron reported that profit of $315.10 was made and given to the Friends of 457. Tentatively
will participate and run the tents again for 2020 together with OSLC. Next year the event possibly will have a
band and expand the days’ events.
LSI Dinner – LSI event held July 24. Served 35 people with pizza supper. Event went well with meal and
cleanup. Next meal in three months. Discussed collaborating with OSLC as well for volunteers and preparing
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a waffle dinner for future meal.
Community Kitchen- Next meal August 15th from 4-6. Volunteers needed to help with this event. The
volunteers participate in prepping meal from 4-5 and serving at 5.
Shared Polka Worship- September 22nd we will be holding a shared worship service at East Park Band
Shell at 10:30 weather pending. If weather is not favorable, worship will be held at St. Paul Lutheran.
Coffee and donuts after worship will be served by the worship team from OSLC and SPLC. This polka
service will be led by Pastor Muters with a polka band accompanying. On the topic of shared ministry
discussion was held of more summer shared worship hosted by both SPLC and OSLC.
Shared Ministry –
Update given by Kristen that the writing committee will be meeting next week to discuss reaching out to
other churches for shared ministry partnership.
Old Business
Girl Scouts- October 18th- The Fellowship Hall will be used, just the space, not any of the kitchen
appliances.
New Business
Curtains- Discussion on the windows over the stairs on East side of church by middle entrance needing
covering to block sun. Options being curtains, blinds, drapes, tint; etc. Motion made by Ron and seconded
by Pat for Harold and Dave to proceed with researching and completing best option for window
treatment. All in favor.
Monthly Benevolence –
Local: Northern Lights Men’s Shelter. Motion made by Harold seconded by Dave. All in favor
Global: Megan Boyenga from Ellsworth South Dakota for relief in taking care of expenses after tragic loss.
Motion made by Dave, seconded by Ron. All in favor.
Next Meeting – September 12th, at 6:30 PM
Motion to Adjourn – Motion first by Harold, second by Ron, all in favor.
In your service,
Kristen Stockberger

EVERYBODY POLKA!
Join us at the East Park bandshell on Sunday, September 22 at
10:30 for a joint Polka Worship service. This joint service with
Our Saviour’s is a great opportunity to invite friends and family
to worship together. We will be having coffee and doughnut
holes beginning at 9:30.
Who knows there may even be some dancing in the aisles!
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50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Don & Geri Barker would like to invite you to join them to
help celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary, a little late.
They were married April 18, 1969, at St. Paul by Rev.
Simondson from Trinity, Pastor Schroeder had just left due to
health reasons.
Please come to enjoy ‘Sundaes on Sunday’, September 15th,
AFTER CHURCH, 12 – 1:00, in the Fellowship Hall with
Birdsall’s ice cream and lots of toppings.
Just bring yourself and good wishes only!”

WHO ARE WE?
In September the Church Council will begin a project to update and get a clearer picture
of who the members of St Paul are and how we can best live our faith. Each household,
that is currently listed as active in our system, will receive a letter asking them to reply to one simple question , “Do you consider yourself a
member of St Paul Lutheran Church?”. On the surface this may seem
simple but as you look deeper what does it mean to be a member of St
Paul and the family of God. Thank you in advance for your support
and quick reply.

REFRESH UPDATE
We rolled out the new bulletin format in August which includes using our Hymnals to sing
God’s praises. It is taking a little getting used to but it is exciting to open the Hymnals
again. We would like to suggest you look in the front of the hymnal to see who donated it
and who it may be in memory or honor of. Maybe add this family to your pray list for the
week. From time to time we may move hymnals around so check back occasionally.
Simple changes to the Loveletter are still in the works. We have added more content in
the hopes of keeping our members better informed. What types of information would you
like to see added? Send you ideas to secretary@stpaulmc.com and we will see how
creative you can be.
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ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY ACTION
In August at the Triennial Churchwide Assembly the ELCA voted to approve a memorial
that declares the ELCA a sanctuary church. The ELCA is the first North American denomination to declare itself a sanctuary church body.

As a sanctuary church the ELCA is committed to serving and supporting migrant children
and families in communities across the country. Some have asked what does becoming a
sanctuary denomination mean? In the simplest form it means that as a matter of faith we
walk alongside immigrants and refugees. It is not a call for any person, congregation or
synod to engage in any illegal actions.
Being a sanctuary denomination will look different in different contexts. It may mean
providing space for people to live; providing financial and legal support to those working
through the immigration system. Churchwide can not mandate or direct congregations and
ministries to respond in specific ways.
For more information we have placed an information sheet outside the church office or we
can send it to you if you just ask.

NEW COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITY
Bridges of Hope is a new program at First United Methodist Church, consisting of dinner and
conversation. They will be held monthly, beginning Thursday, September 12 th from 6-8 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. The topic this month will be mental health, and the barriers that people
face reaching out for help as well as the stigmas in society surround mental illness. Speakers
will be Nicole Hamilton-Brahm who is the Violent Crime Program Supervisor for Crisis Intervention Service. Nicole also works at Waldorf University providing mental health counseling
to students. Also sharing her personal story will be Bri Cooper, a 29-year-old local woman
who has spent most of her life struggling with mental illness and misdiagnosis and wasn't
properly diagnosed until just over two years ago. She has hoped and tried to educate people
about mental illness by sharing her story and talking openly about her experiences. Please call
Lori at First Methodist church office (641-423-4905) to RSVP your attendance for the meal so
they have an accurate head count.

PAGE 6

It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Roger & Beverly Ennis & family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Harold Gaiser & family

3. Our government, military leaders, troops & fami-

18. Jack & Anne Gannett & family

lies

19. Bennie & Jean Harms & family

4. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

20. Kay Harms & family

5. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

21. Beverly Harris & family

6. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

22. Jerry & DeAnna Hewitt & family

7. All who hunger and/or are homeless

23. Dixie Howell & family

8. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

24. Dave & Sara Janssen & family

9. Kurrt & Becky Buffington & Family

25. Leo & Leanna Johnson & family

10. Rhett Buffington & family

26. Larry & Lydia Jones & family

11. Lyle & Corrine Butler & family

27. Carol King & family

12. Mark & Deb Christiansen & family

28. Linda Koopman & family

13. Zell Cottrell & family

29. Bruce & Jeanette Long & family

14. LaVern & Tanya Dahl & family

30. Ron & Becky Lundblad & family

15. Ron & Cheryl Dalluge & family

PRAYERS
Should you or a
family
member be admitted to the
hospital and would like
prayers/visits, list St. Paul on
forms and request they call us.
Also please contact the church office
(641-423-7749) if you or someone you
know is in need of prayers and we can add
them to our prayer list.

WELCOME TO GOD’S FAMILY
On Sunday, August 25th we welcomed
Blake Bryan Bjorklund to God's family
thru baptism. Blake’s parents are Bethany
and Bryan Bjorklund and his big sister
Briella.

Attendance for July: 137
Attendance for August: 128
Monthly Offerings and other Gifts
for July: $12,628.20
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Ushers (2 needed per Sunday)
1 Bryan Bjorklund & H Gaiser
8 L Angell & M Movick
15 I & Kristen Stockberger
22 Outdoor Service in Park
29 J & C Meyer
Lectors
1 Bryan Bjorklund
8 Lori Angell
15 Deb Stockberger
22 Outdoor Service in Park
29 Jim Aberg
Acolytes
1 Pat Steinfort
8 Deb Stockberger
15 Diane Murphy
22 Outdoor Service in Park
29 Lori Angell
Coffee Hour
1
8
15 R & B Lundblad
22 Outdoor Service in Park
29

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday of each month
Thu Sept 19 at 4:00
Council Meeting:
2nd Thursday of each month
Thu Sept 12 at 6:30 p.m.

Happy September
Birthday!
9 Marvin Murphy
10 Lily Stockberger

M&Ms Quilting:
Each Wednesday at 9:30

13 Becky Lundblad

WELCA:
Meeting 1st Wed of each month
Wed, Sept 4 @ 9:30

20 John Meyer

16 Kirk Pedelty

22 Jeremiah Hewitt
28 Tiffany Nonnweiler

Worship & Music:
3rd Tues of each month
Tue, Sept 17 @ Noon

Talulah Paulsen

*******************************
Loveletter deadline: 25th
Bulletin deadline each Thurs 12:00

Count Offering
1 L Angell & J Bailey
8 P Steinfort
15 R & B Lundblad
22 L Angell & J Bailey
29 L Angell & J Bailey

If we have missed you, please
let us know. Thanks!

Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell
Council Person:
Linda Koopman 641-424-5311
Altar Guild:
Sue Aves

www.stpaulmc.com

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.
www.facebook.com/stpaulmc

Office Hours: M—F 9-12
Phone: 641-423-7749
Email:
secretary@stpaulmc.com
pastormuters@gmail.com
Website:
www.stpaulmc.com
Facebook:
facebook.com/Stpaulmc

29

9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/Holy Communion

Loveletter articles Due

2:00 2 4 Stitchers @Good Shepherd

9:30 M & M’s

Council Member:
Linda Koopman
424-5311

Altar Guild:
Sue Aves

7 Narcotics Anonymous

9 Pastor Colleague Group Pastor’s Sabbath
10 St. Paul Knitters

26

27

4 Serve at
Community kitchen

12 Pastor’s Text Study

25

Pastor’s Sabbath

10 St. Paul Knitters

9:30 M& M’s

7 Narcotics Anonymous

20

19

12 Pastor’s Text Study

30

Pastor’s Sabbath

10 St. Paul Knitters
6:30 COUNCIL
7 Narcotics Anonymous

13

12

7 Narcotics Anonymous

Pastor’s Sabbath

6

Fri

18

9:30 M&M’s
12 Pastor’s Text Study
1:00 Bingo @
Good Shepherd

11
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9:30 WELCA Meeting
M& M’s
12 Pastor’s Text Study
10 St. Paul Knitters

5

Thu

4

Wed

JOINT SERVICE @ BANDSHELL
10 Coffee & Doughnuts
10:30 Polka Worship Service

24

22

23

12 Worship
Planning

17

10

3

Tue

9:30 Fellowship
9:45-10:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship w/Holy Communion
12 50th Anniversary Celebration
Don & Geri Barker

15

2:00 2 4 Stitchers @Good Shepherd

16

9

8

9:30 Fellowship
9:45-10:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship
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8 Narcotics
Anonymous

28

8 Narcotics
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Anonymous
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