“LOVELETTER”

Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works… encouraging one another all the more
as you see Christ’s Parousia drawing near.
Hebrews 10:24-25
Stirring Up Shared Ministry

Did you see the article? There was an article written recently about a church ministry in Mason
City, and unlike national and international news about church stuff, this news wasn’t about a
scandal or how the church had let the community down in some way.
No, this time it was about a new ministry called, “Lily Bags”, encouraging women at a low point
in their life to be strong when everything in their world was falling apart because some weak
and heartless individual had attempted to tear them down; to tear them apart. In the fact of
that this church, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Mason City, decided to follow the Biblical
principle to build up rather than tear down, and to do this with simple action of providing basic
needed items that the Crisis Care Center staff let us know were needed in such moments.
A few years ago, it seemed like most of the churches in our area were trapped in “maintenance
mode” – stuck focusing on survival of our church structures and worrying about budgets and
bucks and how many butts we had or didn’t have in the seats on Sunday mornings. But
something has happened in the past four years that has shifted.
It seems we have been inspired by the Spirit to wake up to the principle that keeping our doors
open IS NOT THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH ON EARTH. As
“One in Christ Lutheran Parish” states in the core values of their constitution, “Being
effective in our God-given mission is likely to keep our doors open; merely keeping our doors open
does not make us effective in our mission.” Along these lines the churches of Mason City and
Clear Lake together have been working to goad and inspire one another to build our
relationships with each other and with our communities, that has moved us from beyond
maintenance into mission and ministry mode.
I keep telling people that whether we know it or not, we are standing in unprecedented times
here in River City/Clear Lake Network area. The efforts of local pastors like Pastor McCluskey,
Pastors Kevin Jones, Dan Gerrietts & Kathy Graves of Trinity, Pastor Jeni Bohls along with
many of our “retired” (I don’t think that word means what you think it means!) pastors like Rev.
Jim Magelssen, Rev. Jack Gannett, as well as many mutual music ministers from our many
churches, have brought about a wonderful growth in shared ministry opportunities.
Continued on page 2...
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Previously closed-off relationships are starting to turn into public displays of unity (like joint
VBS between all the area churches in Summer of 2019 hosted at St. James). 20 years ago, I
am told, these sorts of things just weren’t thought to be possible or talked about. Or if they
were, it was maybe one or two congregations talking together, never at this kind of scale.
Historic division lines have been dissipating more and more as God continues to bring
leaders into our city that don’t see the Kingdom of God as a competition for members or
historical tradition, but as a mutual ministry of the body of Christ at work together to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in our community and to always be ready to give
reason for the hope we have because of our faith in Christ Jesus our Lord (1 Peter 3:15)
One day, I believe future ministers of the body of Christ in our community and pastors of
Mason City and the surrounding area will look back at things such as this and recall with
smiles what is was like “back in the day” before the fullness of our unity was made known to
the whole community and “the network” we are just beginning to build together to shape for
Christ’s purposes and God’s glory. And in such a time, those of us who are still around, will
remember that it took faithful people taking faithful actions on small scales that then led to a
tipping point of deliberate unity within the body of Christ. It took prayerful and careful
discernment that only few people showed up for, for a couple years. It took meetings between
a couple church leading bodies, some that didn’t go so well the first time round. It took extra
hours and maybe even extra money. It took intentionality outside of box, no-easy-answer, nomagic-bullet thinking, that took us beyond typical church growth thinking that caused us to
focus on people and relationships. Lots and lots of loving, authentically vulnerable, wholehearted, connected to one another, genuinely belonging to each other, members of one
another, down to earth, relationships.
My hope and prayer is that as God continues to grow in us in all our relationships, especially
the Spirit’s testing of just how far this “network unity” in Christ is taking us as Christ’s
church in Mason City, Clear Lake and beyond, that you will stand with me and with all the
people God calls to join us in this amazing and inspired endeavor. We’ll have shared ministry
moments, like Advent and Christmas time to share, and we will continue to develop and
figure out what belongs to each congregation and what we are going to do to identify which
“campus” is best for each of our shared ministry callings together as we go forward in all that
we are called to be about in our building up of God’s Kingdom work. Pastor Scot McCluskey
and I will continue to work with the network agreement writing team, then we will move on
with sharing discussions in all the congregations to spark conversations and prayerful and
careful deliberations among us all. In the midst of all this we will continue to share resources
and meals and prayers, and then one day it won’t be as new or different anymore. It will be
the most natural thing we could have imagined, and it will feel like the THAT is the way we
have always done things before.
Pastor Matthew Muters

PAGE 3

THIS AND THAT
The pre-Veterans Day lunch was well attended, and many compliments received about the food and
decorations. We raised $600.00 to divide between FAVA and the Cerro Gordo County Veterans. Dennis
Marsh’s video showing overseas United States National Cemeteries was shown again this year and resulted
in many wonderful comments. This was the first year I had the opportunity to see the whole video
uninterrupted. All those white crosses and stars of David absolutely awed me. Knowing about them and
actually seeing them are very different. It is hard to believe that such peace and beauty can come into being
as a result of horrifying war. It certainly makes real the sacrifices many thousands have made for this
county and our way of life. It is truly Holy Ground. Korea and Vietnam do not have US cemeteries. If
you have not seen the video, take the time to do so next year. It is so worth your time.
December dates: we will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army on December 3rd and 17th. Contact Sue
Aves if you would like to participate.
December 6th (THURSDAY): WELCA Christmas meeting will be at Tanya Dahl’s home at 9:30 a.m.
(contact Tanya or the church office for directions) It will be a brunch style potluck. We will be wrapping
candy bars for Good Shepherd gifts. Paper and ribbon will be furnished. There will be a collection taken
up again this year for the Globe Gazette Christmas Cheer Fund.
WELCA is pleased and proud to be
distributing $2,500.00 this year to various
charities and the church. Pretty good for such
a small group don’t you think?
Advent and Christmas services are announced
elsewhere and in our Sunday bulletins.
Our Saviour’s is hosting the community
Christmas dinner this year and would
appreciate our help. If you are able to help
with se up the day before or with serving,
please sign up on the sheets in the fellowship
hall. There will be a meeting of volunteers on
December 1 at 10 a.m. at Our Saviour’s.
Heather and I would like to make some
changes in the “Loveletter” in the coming
year and would appreciate your input. What
would you like to see and who would you like
to hear from about St. Paul happenings? What
can we do to make it more fun to read and
more interesting?
You will no doubt be reading this before
December but since it is the December letter, I
am sending along a little poem she happened
on some time ago and whishing you all a
Blessed Christmas!

Author Unknown
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Kris Sanchez and family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Jayne Schiek and family

3. Our government, military leaders, troops & families

18. Crystal Schriber and family

4. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

19. Carlyn Schriver and family

5. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

20. Gary Schriver and family

6. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

21. Kirk Schriver and family

7. All who hunger and/or are homeless

22. Steve Schukei and family

8. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

23. Ted Schultz and family

9. Jeff Nonnweiler and family

24. Margaret Simkins and family

10. Mary Paulsen and family

25. Gary Slocum and family

11. Kirk Pedelty and family

26. Pat Steinfort and family

12. Blake Petersen and family

27. Ian Stockberger and family

13. Tim Rozen and family

28. Larry Stockberger and family

14. Carol Rye and family

29. Micah Stockberger and family

15. Diane Sage and family

30. David Tass and family

Prayers
Please contact the church office if
you or someone you know is in
need of prayers. 641-423-7749

Hospital Stay?
Should you or a family
member be admitted to
the hospital and would
like prayers/visits, list St.
Paul
on
forms
and
request they call us.

Thank You to our
Community Kitchen
Volunteers!
If you’d like to help, please
contact the church
office.

While grocery shopping, please consider purchasing one
additional item for our Sunday food baskets.
Thank You!
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Ushers (2 needed per Sunday)
2. R & B Lundblad
9. L Angell / G Barker
16. K & D Truka
23. J Wallace / K Wallskog
24 at 8:30
30. J & C Meyer
Lectors
2: Dennis Marsh
9: Lori Angell
16: Dennis Stockberger
23: Jim Aberg
24: Jim Aberg
30: Bryan Bjorklund
Acolytes
2. Deb Stockberger
9. Diane Murphy
16. Lori Angell
23. Pat Steinfort
24 at 8:30 - volunteer?
30. Deb Stockberger
Coffee Hour
2. Schriver/Movick
9. Stockberger
16. Becker/Ennis
23. Angell/Cornick
24 at 8:30
30.
Count Offering
2. L Angell & J Bailey
9. P Steinfort
16. R & B Lundblad
23. L Angell & J Bailey
24 at 8:30 volunteer?
30. L Angell & J Bailey

Council Person:
Ron Lundblad 424-3366
Altar Guild:
Diane Murphy 512-5851
Phyllis Wright 423-3196
Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday of each month
Thu Dec 20 at 4:00 p.m.
Contact: Jim Wallace 430-8444
Council Meeting:
2nd Thursday of each month
Thu Dec 15 at 6:30 p.m.
M&Ms Quilting:
Each Wednesday at 9:30

Happy December
Birthday!
1. Beverly Harris
2. Annika Angell
3. Tabitha Thies
4. Deb Christiansen
Tyler Thies

9. Corrine Butler
Sam Wetter
14. Jacob Cornick
Dixie Howell

Strategic Planning:
Meets as needed

17. Margaret Movick

WELCA:
Meeting 1st Wed of each month
Note change in date this month:
Thu, Dec. 6 potluck at Tanya’s

18. Nathan Hendrickson

Worship & Music:
2nd Tues of each month
Tue Dec 11 @ noon

29. Brianna Buffington

21. Elle Buffington
24. Brandon Hewitt

30. Emily Janssen
31. Jim Aberg

*******************************
Loveletter deadline: 25th
Bulletin deadline each Thurs 1:00

Financial Assistant:
Lori Angell
If we have missed you, please
let us know. Thanks!

www.stpaulmc.com

Sign up for or
unsubscribe from our
newsletter HERE or by
calling the office
641.423.7749.
www.facebook.com/stpaulmc
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IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, TUNE IN TO THE FOLLOWING FOR
CANCELLATION NOTICES:


KGLO-AM1300



KCMR-97.9



Facebook



Discovernorthiowa.com



KIMT television channel 3 *PLEASE NOTE: this option is not reliable.
Please check the other resources first.

To prepare for our seasonal decorating, you may
bring poinsettias beginning on the 3rd Sunday of
Advent, December 16. We will enjoy them this
Advent and Christmas season; please remove them
before Sunday, January 6. Thank You

Mason city Community Christmas Meal
Our Saviour’s is asking for volunteers from the three churches to help with this meal.
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall. There will be a meeting of volunteers at Our Saviour’s Church on December 1 at 10am. For more information, call
Ron Rachut at 641-420-6555 or ronfvg@wctatel.net

With the new year approaching, we should reconsider serving as ushers. The people on
the list are rotated, so the more people, the less you are called upon. Please let the
office know that you’d like to be added to the rotation!
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Advent & Christmas Schedule
Wednesday, November 28:
5:30 Tree Trimming at St. Paul
Wednesday, December 5:
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper at Galilean, followed by joint choir practice
7:00 p.m. Service - Holden Evening Prayer
Wednesday, December 12:
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper at St. Paul, followed by joint choir practice
7:00 p.m. Service - Holden Evening Prayer
Wednesday, December 19:
6:00 p.m. Soup Supper at Our Saviour’s, followed by joint choir practice
7:00 p.m. Service - Holden Evening Prayer
We will also be handing out Advent devotional booklets (see below). The price on these will
be around $.65 each; any donations to help cover cost would be greatly appreciated.

While we may never achieve perfect peace on
this side of heaven, during Advent, we can
work to bring the peace of Jesus to our broken
world, beginning with our own families. Guide
your family through a peace-filled Advent,
fostering love for one another and
encouraging peace in the world. This Advent,
let us look to Jesus in the manger and open our
hearts to receive the peace that only he can
provide.

Monday, December 24 Christmas Eve with joint choir (choir practices TBD):
6:00 p.m. service at Galilean
8:30 p.m. Service at St. Paul

