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unsubscribe from our 
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SUMMERTIME AND THE LIVIN’ IS EASY? 
 
Hearing fireworks already. 
No surprise, I guess, with all the tent sales sites around town. 
 
Band concerts in the park -- when it is not raining! 
 
Picnics with families and friends. 
Swimming in the lake or city pool. 
 
Flower gardens flourishing. 
Shade beneath Mason City’s many trees. 
Cooler summer nights and gently lights. 
 
God provides us with a time of refreshment. 
 
Still, there is work God gives us to do as well. 
 
For those of us who are retired there remain day-to-day tasks. 
Our service callings (too diverse to name) require our time and efforts. 
 
The rummage sale absorbed much of our women’s energies. 
Many will benefit from the income it generated. 
 
Our men and women worked hard getting our dishwasher ready to serve. 
Behind the scenes electric wiring and plumbing and re-arranging challenged us. 
It will serve us well for our brunches and luncheons. 
 
The lawn is looking spiffy thanks to a member’s offering to mow it regularly. 
 
Quilting and knitting and visiting homebound members continue. 
 
The worship committee and altar guild prepare what we need for worship. 
Our food pantry offerings are so plentiful they are heavy to lift up at the altar! 
 
At the heart of it all - Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring - God invites our 
worship. 
 
Let us commit ourselves to worship together each Sunday we are in town. 
 
It is God’s gracious, refreshing gift to us! 
 
BE! (Pastor Everist) 

“LOVELETTER” 

http://www.stpaulmc.com
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http://www.facebook.com/stpaulmc
mailto:secretary@stpaulmc.com
mailto:secretary@stpaulmc.com?subject=NEWSLETTER%20SIGN-UP


The Geographical Parish Advisory Group:   

What It Is and What It Isn’t 

 

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encouraging one another, all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

By now many of you have heard about a group that has been meeting for discussions 

regarding the possibility of forming a “geographical parish.” Depending on what Sundays you 

have been around or what Bible studies you have participated in, you likely have various levels 

of understanding of what a geographical parish even is. Suffice it to say, a geographical parish is 

about shared ministry. It is about being church and doing church “better together” than we can 

on our own. 

It has come to my attention recently that there are some misconceptions floating around 

about a group that has been meeting to consider shared ministry possibilities and what they are 

doing in these meetings. This group, made up of the three council presidents, three lay persons, 

and three pastors, was invited initially by St. Paul Lutheran Church’s council to begin to explore 

and discuss the possibility of forming a geographical parish between two or more of our 

congregations. After the initial meeting, it was agreed that we would form an “advisory group” 

that would call together smaller teams to gather information on finances, mission and ministry, 

vision and purpose, and church governance, as well as overall communication of all the 

activities. We discussed from the start that this group was not going to be taking any votes or 

making any decisions for our congregations but that any recommendations would be passed on 

to the duly elected council leaders who would then fully inform the congregations about the 

opportunities and challenges of the proposal. This is how things work in the ELCA. We can’t very 

well gather entire congregations and say “Let’s talk this out right here and now. And no one is 

going home until we have a decision!” 

Each idea begins with faithful disciples following the urging of the Holy Spirit, and this idea 

in particular has been rooted in trying to seek an answer to the big question, “How can we be 

church and do church better together than we can on our own?” Seeking a possible answer to 

this question has been the mission and task of the advisory group. And I would say that I have 

rarely seen disciples of Jesus Christ who have so prayerfully and carefully listened to each other 

and discerned the leading of the Holy Spirit as I have working with this group and the 

subcommittees with whom we have been blessed to work. 

But I want to make it clear. No decisions or votes have been taken by this group to encumber 

or commit Our Saviour’s or any other congregation to anything. The ultimate task of the 

advisory group has been to gather the information, come up with a proposal, share that 

proposal with the councils of each congregation, and then to disband. 
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 In the end, all power to vote and make decisions on discerning the will of 

God for each congregation comes from the voice and vote of the people in the congregation. That 

is why the advisory group has worked so diligently to be clear in the proposal being drafted 

what the possibilities for shared ministry between our congregations are, and what are the next 

steps that we can take to grow and become successful in our ministry together. 

I am excited about the possibilities for shared ministry and for the growing koinonia in 

Christ that is developing from the relationships that are being formed through what we are 

doing together. We are working to embody the truth that we are one in Christ already, to take 

Hebrews 10 to heart, and to provoke each other into the good work to which Christ calls us and 

for which the Holy Spirit gifts us. 

I hope you will keep your hearts and minds open to discerning the will of God as your council 

leaders bring forward our proposal, and that you prayerfully and carefully exercise your vote to 

decide how God is calling you to be a part of what is coming next for Christ’s church, of which 

you are a faithful member. 

 

Peace in Christ,  Pastor Matthew Muters 
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JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 1 AT 10:00 A.M. AT THE EAST PARK BANDSHELL. Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, buns, condiments, beverages, napkins, tablecloths are provided. 
Members need to bring a side dish to share and their own table service. Guests 
should bring table service only. 

The shared ministry advisory group, with members from St Paul, Our Saviour’s and Galilean, continues to 
work and will be sharing potential ideas with each of the church councils.  These meetings will be in July 
and we will be seeking their feedback.  There is also a mission group that is developing plans for joint 
projects including a service project for God's Work, Our Hands Day in September.  How can you 
help?  Offer suggestions on mission opportunities we can share and offer to help plan.   

The rummage sale June 30th was very successful.  Thank you for all the wonderful 
contributions, than you to all who helped in any way and a very special big THANK YOU 

to Tanya Dahl and Shelly Thenhaus for organizing it and their many hours of work! 

JULY 5th WELCA special summer meeting: 
This meeting is to start planning our fall events, particularly the September Salad Luncheon.  

Please plan to attend. 



1. NE Iowa Synod 

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church 

3. Our government, military leaders, troops & families 

4. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness 

5. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home) 

6. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives 

7. All who hunger and/or are homeless 

8. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal 

9. Zell Cottrell and family 

10. LaVern Dahl and family 

11. Ron Dalluge and family 

12. Roger Ennis and family 

13. Harold Gaiser and family 

14. Jack Gannett and family 

15. Bruce Gaulke and family 

 

16. Bennie Harms and family 

17. Kay Harms and family 

18. Beverly Harris and family 

19. Jerry Hewitt and family 

20. Dixie Howell and family 

21. Dave Janssen and family 

22. Leo Johnson and family 

23. Larry Jones and family 

24. David Kenyon and family 

25. Carol King and family 

26. Linda Koopman and family 

27. Bruce Long and family 

28. Ron Lundblad and family 

29. Dennis Marsh and family 

30. Nicole Martin and family 

Should you or a  family 

member be admitted to 

the hospital and would 

like prayers/visits, list St. 

Paul on forms and 

request they call us. 

Prayers 

It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among 

our congregation. 

Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time.  If you don’t have a daily prayer time,  
this might be a good time to begin. 

Please contact the church office if 

you or someone you know is in 

need of prayers.  641-423-7749 
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Hospital Stay? 

Thank You to our  
Community Kitchen  

Volunteers! 
 

If you’d like to help, please  
contact the church  

office. 

 

While grocery shopping, please consider purchasing one 

additional item for our Sunday food baskets.   

Thank You! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Hymn Sing at First Covenant 

Church, 411 S. Ohio Ave (hwy 

122 & S. Ohio) on Sunday, July 8 

at 6:30 p.m. Join them for an 

evening of singing hymns and 

gospel songs. Refreshments 

served. 

 

 

Alzheimer’s Support Group: 

Meets every 3rd Wed at 6:30 p.m. 

at Kentucky Ridge Assisting 

Living. Next meeting is on 

Wednesday, July 18. 

 

 

2018 North Iowa Fair July 19 - 

22. FREE carnival rides, 

inflatables, hot air balloon rally. 

Mason City Motor Speedway, 

BMX Pros Trick Team Shows, 

Bir5ds of Prey “Extreme 

Raptors” shows, small stage 

music festival featuring great 

local talent and special guests: Lit 

on July 19 (ticketed event), 

William Elliott Whitmore on July 

21 (free/1000 capacity). 

Firewords by J&M displays, all 

veterans family day on July 22. 

www.northiowaeventscenter.org 

 

 

Enter your Incredible Edibles 

at the 2018 North Iowa Fair!  All 

ages and skill levels encouraged 

to enter. Food entries submitted 

by noon on July 19. $100 single 

prize from Dee’s Cookie 

Connections for the best cookie. 

$25 from Hardees for best 

biscuit. Bake sale auction at 4. 

Questions call 641-423-3811. 

 

 

Seeking Green Thumbs AND/

OR Artists at the 2018 North 

Iowa Fair! Display your field and 

garden and floriculture talents 

and/or exhibit your artwork! 

Questions call 641-423-3811. 

 PET BLESSING 
 

Sunday, July 15 on the south side of the church, 
weather permitting. Bring your leashed/caged pets 

to receive the blessings. 

Plans are also being made to have Vacation Bible School with counselors from 
EWALU Bible Camp July 30-August 3.  If you would like to help or have children 
that would love to be a part of a fun week learning and sharing with new friends 
please let the church office know.  Have questions? ask Diane Murphy.  

http://www.northiowaeventscenter.org


Ushers (2 needed per Sunday) 

1. At the park 

8. S Aves & Jo Bailey 

15. Br Bjorklund & H Gaiser 

22. L Butler & L Koopman 

29. P Steinfort & M Thenhaus 

 

Please consider helping to usher.  

Call the church 423-7749 to be 

added to the list, or email 

secretary@stpaulmc.com 

 

 

Lectors 

1: At the park 

8: Jim Aberg 

15: Carlyn  Schriver 

22: Diane Murphy 

29: Ron Lundblad  

 

 

Acolytes 

1. At the park 

8. Pat Steinfort 

15. Deb Stockberger 

22. Diane Murphy 

29. Lori Angell 

 

 

Coffee Hour 

1. At the park 

8. 

15. 

22. 

29. 

 

 

Count Offering 

1. L Angell & J Bailey 

8. P Steinfort 

15. R & B Lundblad 

22. L Angell & J Bailey 

29. L Angell & J Bailey 

 

 

Financial Assistant: 

Lori Angell 

 

 

Council Person:  

Dennis Marsh 423-9055 

 

 

Altar Guild:  

Deb Stockberger 749-2542 

 

 

Community Kitchen:  

3rd Thursday of each month 

Thu Jul 19 at 4:00 p.m.  

Contact: Jim Wallace 430-8444 

 

 

Council Meeting: 

2nd Thursday of each month 

Thu July 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

M&Ms Quilting: 

Each Wednesday at 9:30 

 

 

Strategic Planning: 

Meets as needed 

 

 

WELCA: 

Meeting 1st Wed of each month 

Thursday, July 5 

 

 

Worship & Music: 

2nd Tues of each month 

Tue Jul 9 @ noon 

 

 

 

******************************* 

Loveletter deadline: 25th  

                                    

Bulletin deadline each Thurs 1:00 

Happy July  

Birthday! 
 

3. Nancy Marsh 

4. Carol Meyer 

8. Pat Steinfort 

     Kylie Trappe 

10. Briella Bjorklund 

11. Jim Murphy 

     Annalise Nonnweiler 

16. Abby Janssen 

18. Sue Schukei 

     Ian Stockberger 

19. Larry Jones 

20. Allison Hewitt 

21. Patricia Wetter 

22. Jackson Janssen 

29. Dave Janssen 
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If we have missed you, please 
let us know.  Thanks! 

www.stpaulmc.com www.facebook.com/stpaulmc 

http://www.stpaulmc.com
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulmc


 


