Sharing Christ’s Love

SAINT PAUL LOVE LETTER
Interim Pastor Burton Everist
St. Paul Lutheran Church
329 E. State Street
Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749

DAYS OF RESURRECTION
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Website:
www.stpaulmc.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/stpaulmc

Let’s make an effort to use this ancient—and timely—greeting for these
days of Resurrectiontide!

E-Mail:
secretary@stpaulmc.com

“Happy Easter” comes so readily to our lips. But it says nothing about
Jesus and his resurrection, does it?

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 —1
Worship: Sundays 9 am
Children are always more
than welcome in our services,
and we have coloring books
for little worshipers who love
to catch up on their coloring
during church. Please ask an
usher to give you one.
Holy Communion:
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
Fellowship: Sundays
downstairs in Fellowship Hall
immediately following
Worship.

As any Jehovah’s Witness will readily remind you, “Easter” is a pagan
goddess. The church did revise her fertility cult celebration, claiming it
for Christ. Symbols such as the egg were given new meaning. What had
originally been the sun, the yolk, hidden in the center became a symbol of
Jesus, the Son of God, risen from the tomb.
So, we enjoy coloring the eggs and hiding them around our house (though
we have learned the hard way to keep track of the number and where
they are hidden.)
And those chocolate bunnies are tasty and we can remember that God
provides the fertility they represent.

But when families line up on Good Friday, even at noon, to have the
children’s pictures with the Easter Bunny (anything to make a buck!) we
have to work hard to help each other share the center, yes, the heart of
the Day, and days, of Resurrection.
Long after the Bunnies have gone, chocolate and costumed, the Risen
Christ lives for and through us!
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The first disciples had a hard time grasping the gift. That night they
huddled in the Upper Room where Jesus had given them his body and
blood, imprisoned by fear.
The Riseen Jesus came to them, greeting them with his wounded/healed
hands and side, and sending them out as he was sent into the fearsome
world. Once more he said “Peace be with you!” Each time we greet one
another we echo, we speak Christ’s blessing.
So, lets enjoy the festival! Eat chocolate bunnies, hunt for colored eggs.
Jesus came inviting us to party!

Sign up for our
newsletter HERE or
by calling the office
641.423.7749. If you
no longer wish to
receive mailings
unsubscribe here

And let’s claim the gift of celebrating the heart:
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed.
--BE!
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It’s important to pray for ALL our family & friends, so our list is rotated among
our congregation.
Keep this in a convenient place for prayer time. If you don’t have a daily prayer time,
this might be a good time to begin.
1. NE Iowa Synod

16. Margaret Movick and family

2. St. Paul Lutheran Church

17. Jim Murphy and family

3. Our government, military leaders, troops & families

18. Marv Murphy and family

4. All who suffer from illness, infirmity or loneliness

19. Ron Nielson and family

5. Confined shut-ins (home, hospital, nursing home)

20. Jeff Nonnweiler and family

6. Those who are dealing with losses in their lives

21. Mary Paulsen and family

7. All who hunger and/or are homeless

22. Kirk Pedelty and family

8. All who seek God; finding comfort, peace, renewal

23. Blake Petersen and family

9. Ron Lundblad and family

24. Tim Rozen and family

10. Dennis Marsh and family

25. Carol Rye and family

11. Nicole Martin and family

26. John Sage and family

12. Bill Mason and family

27. Hector Sanchez and family

13. Edith Meeker and family

28. Jayne Schiek and family

14. John Meyer and family

29. Crystal Schriber and family

15. David Morgan and family

30. Carlyn Schriver and family

Prayers
Please contact the church office if
you or someone you know is in
need of prayers. 641-423-7749

Hospital Stay?
Should you or a family
member be admitted to
the hospital and would
like prayers/visits, list St.
Paul
on
forms
and
request they call us.

Thank You to our
Community Kitchen
Volunteers!
If you’d like to help, please
contact the church
office.

According to Mahatma Gandhi, violence springs from seven root causes or
“blunders” as Mahatma described them:
Wealth without work.
Pleasure without conscience.
Knowledge without character.
Commerce without morality.
Science without humanity.
Worship without sacrifice.
Politics without principles.
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THIS AND THAT
The joint Lenten services were well attended. Excellent short messages, good food, music, and new friends.
“THE WORD IN SEASON” for April, May and June can be picked up in the Narthex, fellowship hall, or
outside the office.
St. Paul knitters are an active group. Some just finished knitting tiny baby caps for a project in Forest City.
They meet every Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the lounge. Lessons cheerfully given by Carol Rye.
Prayer shawls are another of their projects. They mean so much to the people who receive them. Let Carol
know if you or a family member would like to have one.
WELCA- Spring is a busy time for St. Paul WELCA. The ladies are planning events for the rest of the year.
Some of the things you will want to be watching for and saving dates for are:
April 4th - General meeting at 9:30 with lunch out to follow.
WELCA’s North East Iowa Synod spring salad luncheon/cluster meeting is April 21st at Trinity LC
Mason City. Fellowship and registration at 9:30. Meeting followed by lunch.
Quilt Sunday - April 18th. The Sunday you will be able to see all the beautiful quilts made by our
quilters. It is wonderful to see what imagination, time and skill can do with donated scrap material or
old sheets and blankets. The quilters enjoy the time spent on them but really enjoy thinking of the joy
and comfort they will bring to the people who receive them. The sale price this year is $35.00.
Money from the sale is forwarded to Lutheran World Relief to help with shipping costs. The quilts,
personal care kits, and sewing kits will be boxed and labeled on April 25th and transported to Manly
for shipment to Minneapolis on April 28th.
May 9th 1:30 p.m. A lovely spring tea is planned with a program by the delightful Karen Peters of
Clear Lake. You are encouraged to bring a family member or friend if you wish.
June 2nd - A Saturday so anyone can come. At 9:30 AM we will be meeting in the fellowship hall to
tie together fleece lap robes for Good Shepherd residents. All are encouraged to come and help with
this project. Bring the family. It is easy and fun!
After a well deserved summer rest the ladies will be preparing for the salad luncheon, the Veterans
luncheon, and maybe a fall family potluck. Another full schedule of work, fellowship, and fun!
A big THANK YOU to the council for their affirmative and speedy response to replacing the dishwasher/
sanitizer and to Ron Lundblad, Dave Janssen, Harold Gaiser, and Shelly Thenhaus who have done an amazing
job of research and planning. Last word at this writing is that it will be in place sometime in early April.
CONGRATULATIONS to Pastor Everist. He has been invited to present a paper on the Gospel of John in
July/August in Finland. A huge honor!
SOMETHING TO REMEMBER
So much is changing in the world and around us. It can be scary for us at any age. Pastor Kent Mechler,
Director of Pastoral Care at Good Shepherd, reminded us in the last quarterly newsletter of Hebrews 13:8.
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” He said, “We can count on Him amid all of life’s
changes.”
HAPPY EASTER!
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Hope is Like a River
Hope is like a river,
it keeps you moving on,
pulls you through the troubled waters
helps you reach the calm.
Where it leads, You will follow,
rounding every bend.
The river moves you forward,
the river does not end.
There is always something
new to find,
friends to meet,
sights to see.
Hope is like a river
it keeps you moving on.
So don’t give up,
keep moving on,
turn the darkness into dawn.
Hope is like a river,
it keeps you moving on.
~David Tank

COMMUNITY NEWS
Alzheimer’s Support Group: Meets
every 3rd Wed at 6:30 p.m. at Kentucky
Ridge Assisting Living. Next meeting is
on Wednesday, April 18.
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp’s 75th
Anniversary Celebration: April 8 at
the Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp,
3001 Riverside Rd, Story City, IA.
Schedule: 1:30-self guided tours and
visit with board members-get a map
from the camp office. At the Chapel:
2:15-Bringle Family sharing history.
3:00-Anniversary celebration begins
with cake, refreshments, fellowship,
speakers, gospel quartet, and time of
worship. 5:30-meal and celebration
close out. Reservations ARE required by
March 29.

Healthcare Summit focused on reducing
the stigma and increasing understanding
of mental illness. Organized by Prairie
Ridge, North Iowa Area Community
College (NIACC), One Vision, Four
Oaks, and North Iowa Transition Center,
the Summit will be held on the NIACC
campus in Mason City on Wednesday,
April 11 from 9-4 (registration at 8:30).
Keynote speakers include Scott D.
Miller, Co-Founder of the Center for
Clinical Excellence, and William Cope
Moyers, Vice President of Public
Affairs and Community Relations for
the Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation.
Registration may be completed through
the brochures located in St. Paul
Lutheran fellowship hall and church
office.

North Iowa Behavioral Healthcare
Summit: NIACC invites you to attend
the first-ever North Iowa Behavioral

A separate evening presentation on
Wednesday, April 11 at 7 p.m. by
former NFL quarterback Ryan Leaf may

be of particular interest. Ryan hopes to
inspire others to begin their road to
recovery through the sharing of his
incredible and moving personal story of
addiction and recovery. Tickets for Mr.
Leaf’s presentation are $10. Tickets for
his presentation may be purchased
online at www.niacc.edu/boxoffice or
by calling the Box Office at 641-4224188. A 20-percent discount will be
provided for groups of 10 or more by
calling the Box Office.
70th Wedding Anniversary of George
and Pearl Simkins: April 21 from noon
-2:30. Madrid Home, Pedretti Room,
613 West North Street, Madrid, IA
50156. Please RSVP to Karen Huntley
by April 15 by phone at 515-664-7205
or email at
cofeservr@rdominion411.info
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Ushers (2 needed per Sunday)
1. S Aves & Br Bjorklund
8. JoEllen Bailey & J Harms
15. L Butler & H Gaiser
22. L Koopman & M Thenhaus
29. J Wallace & K Wallskog
Please consider helping to usher.
Call the church 423-7749 to be
added to the list, or email
secretary@stpaulmc.com
Lectors
1: Deb Stockberger
8: Ron Lundblad
15: Jim Aberg
22: Diane Murphy
29: Dennis Marsh
Acolytes
1. Diane Murphy
8. Lori Angell
15. Pat Steinfort
22. Deb Stockberger
29. Diane Murphy

Coffee Hour
1.
8. Ron/Becky Lundblad
15. Larry Stockberger
22. Dennis/Nancy Marsh
29. Sue Aves
Sign-up sheet for serving
coffee is passed every Sunday!
Count Offering
1. L Angell & J Bailey
8. P Steinfort
15. R & B Lundblad
22. L Angell & J Bailey
29. L Angell & J Bailey

Financial Assistant:
Jean Harms

Happy April
Birthday!

Council Person:
Dennis Marsh 423-9055

2. Elaine Schriver

Altar Guild:
Geri Barker 423-5525
Carlyn Schriver 423-1763

4. Lyle Butler
5. Lizzy Nonnweiler

Community Kitchen:
3rd Thursday of each month
Thu Apr 19th at 4:00 p.m.
Contact: Jim Wallace 430-8444

6. LaVern Dahl

Council Meeting:
2nd Thursday of each month
Thu Apr 12th at 6:30 p.m.

17. Geri Barker

8. Emma Wendorf

15. Beckett Peterson

20. Bruce Long
Heather Jones

Men’s Fellowship:
Each Wednesday at 9:30

21. Don Barker
Emmet Thompson

M&Ms Quilting:
Each Wednesday at 9:30

27. Rebekah Mason

Strategic Planning:
Meets as needed

29. Shirley Smith

WELCA:
Meeting 1st Wed of each month
Wed Apr 4 @ 9:30
Worship & Music:
2nd Tues of each month
Tue Apr 10th @ noon

*******************************
Loveletter deadline: 23rd
Bulletin deadline each Thurs 1:00
If we have missed you, please
let us know. Thanks!

www.stpaulmc.com

www.facebook.com/stpaulmc

