Worship & Holy Communion
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 19, 2021 9:30 a.m.

Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely
tribute to the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the
Hebrews reminds us in no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when
in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.”

In God’s Service
Worship Leader:
Ministers:
Music:
Reader:

Pastor Ken Jensen
All Baptized People of God
Joe Chodur
Geri Barker

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you have special prayer requests, you would like included in the Prayers of the Church,
please write them on a purple slip from the table by the offering plate in the Narthex. The
prayers will be brought forward during the Offertory.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who
fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We
fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We
find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget
that we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and
assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩
your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
L: We joyfully gather in the name of God, full of love; Jesus, full of hope; and the Spirit, full of
joy.
C: We are the light in the darkness. May we shine in God’s grace and generosity every day
and everywhere.
L: People of God, you are generous, hopeful and loving children of God.
C: Amen.

HYMN

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

ELW 240 vs 4

GATHERING HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

ELW 257 vs 1,2

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

continued

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God,
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Micah 5:2-5a
From Bethlehem comes a ruler

Luke 1:46b-55
You, Lord, have lifted up the lowly.

Hebrews 10:5-10
I have come to do your will

Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]
Blessed are you among women. My soul
magnifies the Lord.

A reading from Micah:
2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his
flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5aand he shall be the one
of peace.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: LUKE 1:46B-55 (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY.)
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
49
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
50
You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
51
You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
53
You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
55
the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

A reading from Hebrews:
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have
not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you
have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the
scroll of the book it is written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor
taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are
offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
39

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by
the Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has
shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham
and to his descendants forever.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“Woman of Faith”

HYMN OF THE DAY

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

ELW 251 All Verses

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC BY DENNIS MARSH

HALLELUJAH

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service
of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through
Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY)
P: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence. Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need.
C: Use the church’s gifts and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek
your transforming grace.
P: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made.
C: Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your
creation that brings forth abundant life.
P: Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly.
C: Strengthen those who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists,
journalists, and all who call our attention to imbalances of power.
P: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy.
C: Show your lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any
struggling with infertility and those who await test results, are in treatment and hospice
care, and others in need. Especially Carol, Jon and Jack.

P: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things.
C: Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Guide us to share your
bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty.
P: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you.
C: We give you thanks for those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us
such courage until that day when you fulfill all things.
P: Almighty and eternal God,
C: during this time of transition in these congregations draw us together, O God, into one
great company of disciples, together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of
life, together serving in Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love
wherever you will send us.
P: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.
C: Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Images, liturgical elements, and music reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS103399
CCLI license # 2206667 and OneLicense, A-738227. All rights reserved.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Please come forward by the center aisle and pick up a bread and wine and return to your seat
by the side aisles. Hold your bread and wine until Pastor instructs you to eat. There are gluten
free wafers available and are marked. Following worship you can take your cups to the trays in
the Narthex.

COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our
host and our guest.
Amen.

BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

Amen.
SENDING SONG

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

ELW 257 vs 3,4

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
This Week:
Sunday, Dec. 19
Monday, Dec. 20
Tuesday, Dec. 21
Wednesday, Dec. 22
Thursday, Dec. 23
Friday, Dec. 24
Upcoming:
Sunday, Dec. 26

Monday, Dec. 27

Tuesday, Dec. 28
Wednesday, Dec. 29
Thursday, Dec. 30

9:30 am Worship/Communion @ SP
10:30 am Fellowship
9:00 am Quilters @ OS
9:30 am Quilters @ SP
Office Hours 12:30-2:30 p.m. @ SP
9:30 am M & M’s @ SP
6:30 pm Advent Worship @ OS
10:00 am Knitters @ SP
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service/Communion
@ SP

9:30 am Worship @ OS
10:30 am Fellowship
2:00 pm 2/4 Stitchers @ SP
9:00 am Quilters @ OS
9:30 am Quilters @ SP
Loveletter Deadline @ SP
Office Hours 12:30-2:30 p.m. @ SP
9:30 am M & M’s @ SP
10:00 am Knitters @ SP
Noon Worship Planning @ SP

Announcements
A special thank you to Pastor Ken Jensen for being our worship leader today.
It’s Annual Meeting time (Sunday, January 9 for Our Saviour’s and Sunday, January 16 for
St. Paul) and that means we are looking for your reports. If you chair an organization, please
be sure you submit your report to the St Paul and Our Saviour’s offices by Monday, January
3rd or sooner.
Our Saviour’s annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, January 9th in the
Fellowship Hall immediately following worship service.
Large print bulletins are available in a red folder on the back pew.
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for serving coffee hour and the Community
Kitchen. Please help where you can.

