Worship & Holy Communion
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 16, 2022 9:30 a.m.

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle
with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

In God’s Service
Worship Leader:
Ministers:
Music:
Reader:

Pastor Ken Jensen
All Baptized People of God
Joe Chodur
Lori Angell

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you have special prayer requests, you would like included in the Prayers
of the Church, please write them on a purple slip from the table by the
offering plate in the Narthex. The prayers will be brought forward during
the Offertory.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who
loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world
as Jesus does.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly
with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to
life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God
points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey
now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The assembly stands.
GATHERING HYMN

O Word of God Incarnate
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God,
tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your
enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Genesis 32:22-31
Jacob’s struggle with the angel:
I’ll not let go until you bless me

Psalm 121
My help comes from the
Lord, the maker of heaven
and earth.

2 Timothy 3:14--4:5
In the presence of Christ the judge,
proclaim the message

Luke 18:1-8
The widow begs for justice;
God grants justice to those
who cry to him

A reading from Genesis:
22
The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids,
and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took
them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
25
When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him
on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled
with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him,
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God

and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please
tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And
there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY.)
1
I lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3
The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4
Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
5
the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6
the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7
The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8
The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

A reading from 2 Timothy:
14
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have

known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.
4:1
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly
urge you: 2proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the
utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will
not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will
turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for
you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
carry out your ministry fully.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATON The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

1

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not
to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither
feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me
out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the
unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you,
he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man
comes, will he find faith on earth?”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
HYMN OF THE DAY
Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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OFFERING

Images, liturgical elements, and music reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS103399
CCLI license # 2206667 and OneLicense, A-738227. All rights reserved.

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all
in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY)
P: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all
of God’s creation. A brief silence. For all the baptized, that they become
skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to share the good news
with all.
C: Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and prayer.
P: For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land
and relief to flooded ground.
C: Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be
worthy stewards of creation.

P: For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they
desire wisdom, seek truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to
do what is right.
C: Eliminate oppression and injustice in our criminal justice system.
P: For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an
unfamiliar city or country,
C: political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients
without visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken.
P: For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy
work
C: that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in
seeking justice on behalf of others.
P: For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly
peace,
C: that we remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the
gospel through word and deed.
P: Almighty and eternal God,
C: during this time of transition in these congregations draw us
together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together
serving in Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to
your love wherever you will send us.
P: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to
you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
At communion both sides will be directed by the center aisle to kneel at
the communion rail. Pastor will give you bread in a small cup and the
acolyte will give you wine. After eating, please exit by the side aisles
back to your seat, you can place your cups in the trays by the side aisles.
This will be a continual movement until all have been fed. If you prefer
to not come to the rail, you can pick up bread and wine from the center
aisle and return to your seat and you will be invited to eat with the
pastor after all have been fed.

COMMUNION SONG

Children of the Heavenly Father
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION The assembly stands.
Let us pray.
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we
might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with
truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope,
and love.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

If You But Trust in God to Guide You

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
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This Week:
Sunday, Oct. 16

Monday, Oct. 17
Wednesday Oct. 19
Thursday, Oct. 20

Upcoming:
Sunday, Oct. 23

Monday, Oct. 24

Wednesday, Oct. 26
Thursday, Oct. 27

8:30 am Council Meeting SP
9:30 am Worship/Communion @ SP
10:30 am Fellowship
9:00 am Quilters OS
9:30 am Quilters SP
9:30 am M & M’s
10:00 am Knitters SP
4-6 pm Chili Drive Thru Fundraiser SP
4 pm Community Kitchen SP
9:30 am Worship/Communion @ OS
10:30 am Fellowship
2:00 pm 2/4 Stitchers SP
9:00 am Quilters OS
9:30 am Quilters SP
9:30 am M&M’s SP
10:00 am Knitters SP

St Paul Lutheran Church

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

329 E. State St., Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-7749 | secretary@stpaulmc.org

2502 S. Jefferson Ave., Mason City, IA 50401
641-423-3363 | oursavioursmc@msn.com

Announcements
A special thank you to Pastor Ken Jensen for being our worship leader
today.
I would like to thank everyone for the cards, concern and prayers when I
was in the Iowa City Hospital and West Campus. Prayer can be very
powerful and I sincerely appreciate your efforts and look forward to
being with you soon. Becky Lundblad
WELCA and the St. Paul Council will be holding a CHILI DRIVE THRU
FUNDRAISER from 4-6 p.m. (or until gone) on Thursday, October 20th.
Meals will include a 2-cup bowl of chili, cinnamon roll and crackers for
$6.
Trunk or Treat is Monday, Oct. 31 from 5:00-6:30 pm (corrected time) or
until treats are gone. We invite everyone to be a part of this, it is so
much fun to see all the children and parents in Our Saviour’s parking lot.
If you’d like to help by donating packages of Halloween candy in the next
weeks, a donation container is on a table in the fellowship hall at
Our Saviour’s.
Sign up for Meals on Wheels-Our Saviour’s delivers Meals on Wheels
Oct. 31-Nov. 3. Please prayerfully consider helping and sign up at
Our Saviour’s or contact Nancy Nielsen.
Lutheran Disaster Response is currently striving to meet the needs of
hurricane victims in Puerto Rico and Florida. Our Saviour’s will be
pooling all contributions given and send in one check. If you wish to
make a donation, please write the check out to Our Saviour’s and then
make a note in the memo line or on the envelope that it is for Hurricane
Fund and it will be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response.

Request for musicians of all ages-Do you have a musical talent you
would be willing to share? We are looking for people to provide special
music for worship services. Young or old. Music may be vocal or
instrumental. If you are interested, talk to Liz Hasty or Art Martell.
Please be sure to sign friendship registers located at end of pews.
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for serving coffee hour
and the Community Kitchen. Please help where you can.
If you would like to celebrate a special occasion or memorial, please
consider placing fresh flowers by the altar on Sunday morning. You can
take the vase liners to your flower shop, and they can deliver them on
Friday morning. Please let Valerie in the office know how you would like
them noted in the bulletin.
Questions? Give the office a call at 641-423-7749.

