
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of faith has 
miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the life of faith are 
the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word read and proclaimed 
in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 
 

Worship & Holy Communion 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, October 2, 2022  9:30 a.m. 

In God’s Service 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Anita Nuetzman 
 Ministers:   All Baptized People of God 

  Music:   Joe Chodur 
  Reader:   Deb Stockberger 



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you have special prayer requests, you would like included in the Prayers 
of the Church, please write them on a purple slip from the table by the 
offering plate in the Narthex. The prayers will be brought forward during 
the Offertory.  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is 
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who 
loves us beyond our days. 
Amen. 
 
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world 
as Jesus does. 
 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of mercy and forgiveness, 
we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good 
creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to 
life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God 
points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey 
now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



The assembly stands. 
GATHERING HYMN  Open Now the Gates of Beauty  ELW 533 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Benevolent, merciful God:  
When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. 
When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 
neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4      Psalm 37:1-9  
Wicked surround the righteous;   Commit your way to the 
wait for the Lord      Lord; put your trust in the 
         Lord. 
 
2 Timothy 1:1-14       Luke 17:5-10  
Guard the treasure entrusted to you:  Faith the size of a mustard 
faith and love in Christ     seed 
 
 
A reading from Habakkuk: 
1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O Lord, how long shall I cry 
for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will 
not save? 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4So 
the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked surround 
the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 2:1I will stand 
at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to 
see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my    
complaint. 2Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make 
it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision 
for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems 



to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the 
proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their 
faith. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM: (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY.)  
1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
and like the green grass fade away. 
 
3Put your trust in the Lord and do good; 
dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4Take delight in the Lord,  
who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
5Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, 
and see what God will do. 
6The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light 
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
7Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. 
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in 
evil schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land. 
 
 
 



A reading from 2 Timothy: 
1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the 
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my 
ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and 
day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with 
joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is   
within you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of        
self-discipline. 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our 
Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, 
relying on the   power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 
10but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am 
not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am 
sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 
13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, 
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure 
entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATON The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
The holy gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If 
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 
plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your 
place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper 
for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you 
may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was         
commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were       
ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 
ought to have done!’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 



SERMON      
 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
HYMN OF THE DAY  O Master, Let Me Walk with You  ELW 818 
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BLESSING FOR SCHOOL KITS 
 
L-God of children everywhere... 
C-We ask you to bless these school kits. May they be used to bring 
knowledge, wisdom and understanding to all children. 
 
L-We ask your blessing on the pens and pencils, and notebooks. 
C-That children will write stories of love, peace, and hope. That these 
stories will be filled with dreams and visions of a bright future. 
 
L-We ask God’s blessing on the rulers, the pencil sharpeners, and the 
erasers.  
C-That grace and mercy will flourish in these children’s communities 
and lives. 
 
L-We ask your blessing on the crayons and scissors. 
C-That colorful creativity will pour out of these children and fill our 
world with beauty and wonder. 
L-We ask God’s blessing on these backpacks. 
C-That children will carry with them the love of learning throughout 
their whole life. 
 
L-God of love and grace, we ask your blessing on these school kits. May 
those who receive them know your deep love for them. Be with the  
people of Lutheran World Relief as they strive to give these gifts to    
people in need throughout the world. May all be done to your glory. 
C-In Jesus’ name. Amen   
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 



OFFERTORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make 
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all 
in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY) 
P:  As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so 
let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s 
good creation. 
A brief silence.  We pray for your holy church in every place and for 
those who serve following the example of Christ  
C:  Help them to live by faith and walk by the light of your gospel.  
 
P:  For parts of the world ravaged by natural disaster: 
C:  relieve those affected by floods, wildfires, droughts, earthquakes, 
tornadoes, and hurricanes.  



P:  For every nation and for those entrusted with authority: 
C:  grant our leaders self-discipline in all things, and inspire them with 
love for your people.  
 
P:  For victims of violence, abuse, and neglect:  
C:  heal those who have been harmed and protect those who are       
vulnerable. For all who are sick.  
 
P:  For this and every congregation:  
C: rekindle your gifts within your people, and inspire councils,          
committees, and individuals to plan and work together that all may 
know your love.  
 
P:  In thanksgiving that you have abolished death, and for the saints who 
have died  
C:  Bring us all to eternal life with you.  
 
P:  Almighty and eternal God,  
C:  during this time of transition in these congregations draw us           
together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together           
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together   
serving in Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to 
your love wherever you will send us. 
 
P:  Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,         
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of              
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their       
unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to  
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
At communion both sides will be directed by the center aisle to kneel at 
the communion rail. Pastor will give you bread in a small cup and the   
acolyte will give you wine. After eating, please exit by the side aisles back 
to your seat, you can place your cups in the trays by the side aisles. This 
will be a continual movement until all have been fed. If you prefer to not 
come to the rail, you can pick up bread and wine from the center aisle 
and return to your seat and you will be invited to eat with the pastor 
after all have been fed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG  Let Us Break Bread Together  ELW 471  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION The assembly stands. 
Let us pray.  
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on the road that we 
might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING 
God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with 
truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, 
and love. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   On Our Way Rejoicing         ELW 537 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
This Week: 
 Sunday, Oct. 2    9:30 am Worship/Communion @ SP 
       10:30 am Fellowship 
 Monday, Oct. 3   9:00 am Quilters OS 
       9:30 am Quilters SP 
 Tuesday, Oct. 4   4:30-6:30 pm Spaghetti Fundraiser OS 
 Wednesday Oct. 5   9:30 am M & M’s, WELCA SP 
 Thursday, Oct. 6   10:00 am Knitters SP 
       Noon Worship Planning @ SP 
Upcoming:   
 Sunday, Oct. 9    9:30 am Worship/Communion @ OS 
       10:30 am Fellowship 
       2:00 pm 2/4 Stitchers SP 
 Monday, Oct. 10   8:30-10:30 am LWR Ingathering at  
           Southport Mall 
       9:00 am Quilters OS  
       9:30 am Quilters SP 
 Wednesday, Oct. 12   9:30 am M&M’s SP 
 Thursday, Oct. 13   10:00 am Knitters SP  
        
 

Announcements 
A special thank you to Pastor Anita Nuetzman for being our worship 
leader today. 
 
 
 



Our Saviour’s Drive Thru Spaghetti Supper will be Tuesday Oct. 4 from 
4:30-6:30 pm (or until gone). Each meal will be $7. Tables of baked 
goods and gift items that you may buy a chance for- will be outside.  
Please consider helping us-by volunteering to help with set up/serving/ 
tear down, with cash donations, or baked goods.  
Donations of baked goods or snacks-You are invited to drop off your  
contributions to the church all day Monday, Oct.3 or Tuesday, Oct. 4   
before 4:30 pm. Please label your goods, especially if they contain nuts, 
and feel free to price your own items.  
Chances for the gift items will be sold today. Nancy will be selling them 
for $1 a chance or 6 for $5.  
 
WELCA and the St. Paul Council will be holding a CHILI DRIVE THRU 
FUNDRAISER from 4-6 p.m. (or until gone) on Thursday, October 20th. 
Meals will include a 2-cup bowl of chili, cinnamon roll and crackers for 
$6. 
 
St. Paul council meeting will be Sunday, October 16 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Below are the summaries from both congregations and each               
congregation needs to endorse their summaries.  We will not have a 
meeting to vote on the summary but welcome your input as an            
endorsement by October 15.  If you have questions or comments about 
St Paul’s summary please contact Diane Murphy, St Paul Call Committee 
Chair at 641-512-5851. 
 
St Paul Summary 
St Paul Lutheran is a welcoming, open, faithful congregation in a small 
north central Iowa city, between Des Moines, IA and Minneapolis, MN. 
We partner with Our Saviour's Lutheran, another congregation in Mason 
City and we alternate worship locations weekly. We have a worship  
planning team that includes members from both congregations. The two 



St Paul Lutheran Church 

329 E. State St., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 | secretary@stpaulmc.org 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2502 S. Jefferson Ave., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-3363 | oursavioursmc@msn.com 

congregations have both experienced patterns of declining membership 
and found great compatibility working together. We want to call a     
pastor together. 
 

Our Saviour’s Summary 
Our Saviour's is a welcoming, loving, and forgiving congregation in a 
small north central Iowa city, midway between Minneapolis and Des 
Moines. We partner with St. Paul Lutheran, also in Mason City, and want 
to call a pastor together. We have a joint worship planning team and     
alternate hosting Sunday services. The two congregations have both     
experienced patterns of declining membership, and have found great 
compatibility in working and worshiping together 
 
Please be sure to sign friendship registers located at end of pews. 
 
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for serving coffee hour 
and the Community Kitchen. Please help where you can. 


