
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we 
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is 
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to 
do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over 
Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the 
cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross. 

Worship  

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 12, 2021  9:00 a.m. 

In God’s Service 
 

 Worship Leader:  Rev. Caroline Engelbrecht 
  Ministers:   All Baptized People of God 
  Music:   Joe Chodur 
  Reader:   Ron Lundblad 
   



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 
presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see 
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We    
exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin,    
gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your 
love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ 

Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the for-
giveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, 
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the 
sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a        Psalm 116:1-9  

The servant is vindicated by God   I will walk in the presence of 
         the Lord. 

James 3:1-12        Mark 8:27-38  

Dangers of the unbridled tongue   Peter’s confession of faith 

 

A reading from Isaiah: 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he            
wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord 
God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn         
backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 
spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to 
shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us 
stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt 
is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: (We will read the Psalm responsively. The reader will say the 
first line and the congregation will respond with the bold print line.)  
 
1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
 and listened to my supplication, 
2for the Lord has given ear to me 
 whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon 
me; 
 I came to grief and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
 “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
5Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 
 our God is full of compassion. 
6The Lord watches over the innocent; 
 I was brought low, and God saved me. 
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul 
 for the Lord has dealt well with you. 
8For you have rescued my life from death, 
 my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
 in the land of the living. 
 
A reading from James: 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for 
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 
all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in    
speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 
guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that 
it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 



rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. 
The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains 
the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can 
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless 
the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the  
likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth 
from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, 
my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can 
salt water yield fresh. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And 
they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, 
one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him. 
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this 
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get     
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit 
their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Will You Come and Follow Me ELW 798 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and 
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given 
us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you 
love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY) 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all in need.  
C:  Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and 
wine, water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a 
place where your presence is experienced and shared.  
 
P:  Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good.  
C:  Bring new creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, 
floods, fires, and other disasters. Restore forests and curb overflowing 
waters.  



P:  Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety.  
C:  Provide for all who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to 
help meet to the complex needs of others. Provide care and            
compassion as they face trauma themselves. 
 
P:  Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom 
to the oppressed.  
C:  Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go 
unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked.  
 
P:  Forming God, you gather this community together.  
C: Shape our communal life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we 

honor you and encourage one another. Keep our disagreements civil 
and increase our joy in working together.  

 
P:  Almighty and eternal God, 
C:  during this time of transition in this congregation draw our hearts to 
you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations, and control our wills, that 
we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you; and then use us, we 
pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of your   
people. 
 
P:  Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of 
life.  
C:  We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace. 
 
P:  Receive these prayers,  
C:  O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 



Images, liturgical elements, and music reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS103399  
CCLI license # 2206667 and OneLicense, A-738227. All rights reserved. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  Great Is Thy Faithfulness  ELW 733 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



This Week: 
 Sunday, September 12   9:00 am Worship     
       10:00 am Fellowship 
 Monday, September 13   9:30 am Quilters 
 Wednesday, September 15  9:30 am M & M’s 
 Thursday, September 16   10:00 am Knitters 
       4:00 pm Community Kitchen 
 Friday, September 17   Office Hours 7:30-9:30 
Upcoming:   
 Sunday, September 19   9:00 am Worship/Communion 
       10:00 am Fellowship 
 Monday, September 20   9:30 am Quilters 
 Wednesday, September 22  9:30 am M & M’s 
 Thursday, September 23   10:00 am Knitters  
 Friday, September 24   Loveletter Deadline 
 

Announcements 
 

A special thank you to Rev. Caroline Engelbrecht for being our worship leader today. 
 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kit Project 
 Thank you to everyone who has been involved in our current, shared LWR School Kit 
project! 
 The kits are now assembled, we made our goal, thanks to you, and around 250 kids 
will be able to enjoy our efforts. We may be a small church, but we have amazingly generous 
members who give of their time, talents and money to get things done! 
 We still need funding to ship all these kits to their destinations and if you would like to 
make a donation, feel free to use the envelopes at the inside end of the pews marked for 
‘school kits’ to do that. LWR says it will cost about $1.40 to ship each kit. 
 Please know how much everything you do for St. Paul is appreciated. God has been so 
good to us, we’re just giving back a little bit! 
 
The National Society Daughters of the American Revolution is a nonprofit, nonpolitical  
women’s service organization dedicated to preserving the memory and spirit of the men and 
women who achieved American independence. We are an organization committed to         
historic preservation, education, and patriotism. We support our veterans and are hosting a 
speaker from the Central Iowa VA healthcare system to talk about suicide awareness and 
prevention in regard to veterans. Lori Reynolds, LISW Community Engagement and          
Partnership Coordinator for Central Iowa VA Healthcare System, will talk about S.A.V.E., a 
program developed by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. If you need additional        
information or have questions, please feel free to contact Diane Murphy either through 
email diane.murphy76@gmail.com or by calling her at 641-512-5851.  
 



FOSTER GRANDPARENTS NEEDED: The AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grandparent Program is 
looking for those who are 55 and older and interested in becoming a mentor and/or tutor for 
area children in schools, preschools, daycare centers and Head Starts. Many benefits            
including paid training, stipend, sick and holiday pay plus knowing you are making a        
difference in a child’s life. No experience needed. Call Jennifer Lantz today at (641) 257-6327 
for more information or email at f.grandparents@mchsi.com.  
 
Please be sure to sign friendship registers located at end of pews. 
 
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for serving coffee hour and Community    
Kitchen. Please help where you can. 


