
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and 
humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, 
but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes 
into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it 
all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and 
outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of 
the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 
 

Worship & Holy Communion 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday, April 2, 2023  9:30 a.m. 

In God’s Service 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Jane Harris 
  Ministers:   All Baptized People of God 
  Music:   Joe Chodur 
  Reader:   Diana Black 



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you have special prayer requests, you would like included in the Prayers 
of the Church, please write them on a purple slip from the table by the 
offering plate in the Narthex. The prayers will be brought forward during 
the Offertory.  

 
 
ACCLAMATION        
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into 
the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says   
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king 
is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a   donkey, and on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he       
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 



11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
BLESSING OF PALMS        
The lord be with you. 
And also with you. Amen. 
 

Let us go forth in peace,  
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

PROCESSION     All Glory, Laud & Honor    ELW 344 
                 VS 1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray,  
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our 
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. 
In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in 
the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Isaiah 50:4-9a        Psalm 31:9-16  
The servant of the Lord      Into your hands, O  
submits to suffering     Lord, I commend my spirit.  

 
Philippians 2:5-11       Matthew 26:14--75  
Humbled to the point of     The passion of the Lord  
death on a cross 
 
A reading from Isaiah: 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the  weary with a word. Morning by morning he          
wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord 
God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn         
backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 
spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let 
us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY.)  
9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay 
to my acquaintances; 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
I have said, “You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who perse-
cute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
A reading from Philippians: 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.   
9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 
The holy gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
14One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They 
paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16And from that moment he began to look 
for an opportunity to betray him. 17On the first day of Unleavened Bread 
the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to 
a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will 
keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19So the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
20When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 21and while 
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 
22And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after 
another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who has dipped 
his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as 
it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is     
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 



25Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You 
have said so.” 26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and 
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; 
this is my body.” 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it 
to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell 
you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30When they had sung 
the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus said to 
them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is 
written,  ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ 32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 
33Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will 
never desert you.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, 
before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to 
him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said 
all the disciples. 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called          
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and 
began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, “I am deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39And   
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My  
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but 
what you want.” 40Then he came to the disciples and found them    
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me 
one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of 
trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42Again he went 
away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass   
unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43Again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking 



your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 46Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; 
with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests 
and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49At once he came up 
to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50Jesus said to him, 
“Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. 51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand 
on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off 
his ear. 52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for 
all who take the sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I  
cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the scriptures be         
fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55At that hour Jesus said 
to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me 
as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and 
you did not arrest me. 56But all this has taken place, so that the scrip-
tures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted 
him and fled. 57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered. 
58But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the 
high priest; and    going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how 
this would end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole council were   
looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to 
death, 60but they found none, though many false witnesses came         
forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ” 62The high 
priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that they     
testify against you?” 63But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to 
him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell 



you, From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high priest 
tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need  
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66What is your verdict?” 
They answered, “He deserves death.” 67Then they spat in his face and 
struck him; and some slapped him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you      
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 69Now Peter was sitting outside in 
the courtyard. A    servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do 
not know what you are talking about.” 71When he went out to the porch, 
another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man 
was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not 
know the man.” 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to 
Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
74Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the 
man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75Then Peter remembered what 
Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 
And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON  
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   My Song Is Love Unknown  ELW 343 
                VS 1-3 
              (See back of bulletin) 
 
 
 



OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY     Take My Life, That I May Be   ELW 685  
                  vs 1,2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present 
them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts 
to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through 
Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

Images, liturgical elements, and music reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS103399  
CCLI license # 2206667 and OneLicense, A-738227. All rights reserved. 



CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY) 
P:  Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. A brief silence. Save your church, O God.  
C:  Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus Christ 
is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, 
and other ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all.  
 
P:  Save your creation, O God.  
C:  Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us renewed    



appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals 
who accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live 
alongside us.   
 
P:  Save the peoples of the earth, O God.  
C:  Restore dignity to those who are scorned and persecuted for their 
religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the hand 
of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep 
(especially).  
 
P:  Save those who cry to you in any need, O God.  
C:  Watch over all who are incarcerated or awaiting trial, and stand 
with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those feeling 
isolated, lonely, or fearful (especially).  
 
P:  Save us in your love, O God.  
C:  Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, readers,      
deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain 
them in their leadership as they accompany congregations through 
this Holy Week. 
 
P:  Save us at the last, O God.  
C:  We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied your    
servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, 
that every knee would bend in praise to you.  
 
P:  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and 
your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave          
salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross,         
transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and 
great is the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave 
your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until he comes. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Each side will be ushered forward down the center aisle. Those on the 
pulpit side will kneel at the communion rail at the front and fill into the 
back. Those on the lector side will kneel at the communion rail at the 
back and fill in to the front. Pastor will distribute the elements from the 
pulpit front and around the back. Communion is continual. Return your 
cups to the trays by the pews.  

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG  Eat This Bread          ELW 472 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear 
the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the 
Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG  My Song Is Love Unknown         ELW 343 
              VS 4-6 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
This Week: 
 Sunday, Apr. 2    9:30 am Worship/Communion @ SP 
       10:30 am Fellowship 
 Monday, Apr. 3   No OS Quilters 
       9:30 am Quilters SP 
 Tuesday, Apr. 4   Noon Worship Planning SP 
       5:30 pm Council Meeting SP 
 Wednesday, Apr. 5   9:30 am M & M’s/ WELCA SP 
 Thursday, Apr. 6   7 pm Maundy Thursday Service SP 
 Friday, Apr. 7    Office Closed SP 
       Noon Community Cross Walk  
        (see announcement) 
       7 pm Good Friday Service OS 
Upcoming:   
 Sunday, Apr. 9    8-9 am Easter Breakfast OS 
       9:30 am Easter Worship@ OS 
       10:30 am Fellowship 
       2:00 pm 2/4 Stitchers SP 
 Monday, Apr. 10   9:00 am Quilters OS  
       9:30 am Quilters SP 
 Wednesday, Apr. 12   9:30 am M&M’s SP 
 
 
 



Announcements 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response-Today is the last day to contribute to the 
earthquake victims in Turkey & Syria. Please designate the check 
“Earthquake Offering”. It will be easier if you make the check out to “Our 
Saviour’s, the contribution(1 check) will be designated from both St. Paul 
and Our Saviour’s.  
 
Neighborhood Prayer Walk-for the Freedom Inn His Grace Low Barrier 
Warming Shelter  Sunday April 2 @ 1pm - Gather at 410 N Washington in 
the alley area. Afterwards (approx. 2pm) we will have tours of the 
house/building; also chips, hot dogs, & water available.  
 
Easter Breakfast-There will be an Easter Breakfast at Our Saviour’s on 
Sunday April 9 from 8:00 to 9:00 am. If you would like to help with this, a 
signup sheet for providing food, setting up, helping in the kitchen, and 
cleanup will be in the Fellowship Hall at St. Paul today. 
 
Easter Lilies-If you wish to donate an Easter Lily in memorial or honor of 
someone, please bring to Our Saviour’s during Holy Week. Monday (9-
3) , Thursday (9:30-11:30) or call beforehand(641-423-3363). Please put 
your name on the plant if you wish to pick it up after Easter. Let the 
church office know whose name should be recognized.  
 
Maundy Thursday (April 6th) service at St. Paul-7 p.m. 
Good Friday ( April 7) service at Our Saviour’s-7 p.m. 
 
The 2023 Good Friday Community Cross Walk will take place Friday, 
April 7th. Christians of every denomination are invited to walk and pray 
together and to help Christ carry his cross through downtown Mason 
City on the day we commemorate his death. The walk will begin at noon 
at First United Methodist Church, 119 S. Georgia. We will process 



through various sites downtown and will pause to remember Jesus’   
journey along the way with prayer, readings, and song. The walk will end 
approximately an hour later inside St. Paul Lutheran Church. This event 
is sponsored by the Mason City Ministerial Association.  

 

Our Saviour’s will move furniture back into the fellowship hall after the 
7:00 pm  Good Friday Service. Please stay after the service to help  

 

Easter Breakfast for you /your friends and family at Our Saviour’s—8:00 
–9:00 am. Easter baskets and an Easter egg hunt for the children   
sometime before worship. Easter Service–  at 9:30 am  
 

PASTA AND BINGO/GAME NIGHT: a pasta supper and game night for 
members of St. Paul and Our Saviour’s is planned for Monday, April 17 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. A free will offering will be requested and          
proceeds from this event will be used to purchase items for personal 
care kits for Lutheran World Relief and other upcoming WELCA projects. 
We anticipate this will be a fun night with games such as bingo, cornhole 
and dominoes as well as a delicious supper including pasta with various 
toppings, salad, garlic toast and dessert. So mark your calendar for a 
night of fun, fellowship and good food! 
 

Mark Your Calendar April 29th, Living Waters Spring Salad Luncheon at 
Salem Lutheran Church, Lake Mills. All women of Our Saviour’s and        
St Paul are invited! We will car pool.  RSVP to 641-590-2891 before April 
25th. 
 

It is time for St. Paul to return to having ushers for our worship services. 
Two people are needed for each service that will greet people, bring the 
offering forward, and usher people forward for communion. A sign up 
sheet is available in the Narthex for you to pick a Sunday and grab a 
friend to usher. You will be reminded the week before with more         
detailed information. Sign up today and often. 



St Paul Lutheran Church 

329 E. State St., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-7749 | secretary@stpaulmc.org 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2502 S. Jefferson Ave., Mason City, IA 50401 

641-423-3363 | oursavioursmc@msn.com 

Pastor Jane Church Office Hours: 
(This may change as I get more settled in, but we need to start        
somewhere!)  
Monday Day Off 
Tuesday 12pm – 2pm St Paul; 3pm – 5pm Our Saviour’s  
  1st Tuesday of the month St Paul Church Council Meeting at 
             5:30 pm 
  2nd Tuesday of the month Our Saviour’s Council Meeting at  
             7:00 pm 
Wednesday 9am – 3pm St Paul 
Thursday 9am – 3pm Our Saviour’s 
Friday  9am – Noon at whichever church is holding worship the 
following Sunday. 
I will do my best to adhere to these hours, however, as you know, a   
pastor’s schedule can change quickly with the events of the day, such as 
funerals, meetings, hospital visitations, etc. It is still best to call or text 
me (641-242-0337) if you are coming from a distance, and would like to 
visit with me. Thanks! 
 
Please be sure to sign friendship registers located at end of pews. 
 
There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for serving coffee hour 
and the Community Kitchen. Please help where you can. 
 
 
 


