500 years of God’s grace in action

Martin Luther

Oct. 31, 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s objection to the
church’s use of indulgences for the forgiveness of sins. It was on that date when
Luther’s 95 theses were reportedly posted on the front door of the Castle Church
in Wittenberg, Germany and a similar set sent to the Catholic archbishop of
Mainz. It marked the beginning of fierce controversies over the church’s teaching
on forgiveness, grace and faith, and the church’s ministry. Luther, who was a
Catholic monk and priest, was eventually excommunicated by the church. He
developed a large following, however, that sparked a Protestant Reformation that
spread across Europe to all parts of the world today. His followers became known
as Lutherans.

The indulgences controversy may be a relic of the past, but the healing and reconciling message of God’s
mercy and forgiveness in Christ that Luther and others served is still needed because we live in a culture
where judgement, guilt and shame are everyday experiences and where bullying words and abusive actions
permeate our lives.
Whenever ELCA Lutherans gather and are asked for one word to describe who they are, overwhelmingly the
answer is “grace.” Martin Luther described grace as “God’s favor or good will toward us” in Jesus Christ. The
liberating experience of who God is for humanity is the heart of Lutheran teaching and practice as Lutherans
live and serve in a wide range of contexts in the United States and globally.

Mason City ELCA churches hold historic Reformation 500 Service
Today’s worship service is historic in the sense that all four ELCA churches - Our Saviour’s, St. James, St. Paul,
and Trinity Lutheran - are celebrating another historic milestone - the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. Also contributing to this service are Good Shepherd, Inc. and Thrivent Financial Services.

Front Page: A photo of the Castle Church doors (restored) in Wittenberg, Germany where it all began.
Back Page: A collage of God’s grace in action photos from all four churches.
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PRELUDE

Fanfare and Hymn: A Mighty Fortress

arr. Jay Bocook

Festival Band - Doug Huey, conductor

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you
alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow
into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.
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DVD

Greetings from the saints at Good Shepherd

A longer version of this video can be viewed at youtu.be/obvC56jlJJw, or by following the link on Good
Shepherd's website or Facebook page.

FIRST READING:

Jeremiah 31:31-34

A reading from Jeremiah.
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.
PSALM:

Psalm 46

1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
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ADULT FESTIVAL CHOIR

Christ Goes Before
Deb Nielsen, conductor

SECOND READING:

Carl Schalk

Cynthia Tompkins, accompanist

Romans 3:19-28

A reading from Romans.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of
faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Rev. Sid Bohls

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL:

John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does
not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”
32

The Gospel of the Lord.
The assembly responds:

Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Built on a Rock

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.

We pray for the unity of your church. Free us to be Christ’s one body, graciously receiving his life and boldly
offering it to the world and in Mason City. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the renewal of creation: for a shared, plentiful harvest, for lands unable to bear fruit, for what is
neglected or destroyed by our hand, and for the earth’s advocates. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all nations of the world: for leaders of villages, cities, states, and nations, for lawmakers and
judges, for teachers and students, and for all who work for peace. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who seek refuge and strength: refugees, the imprisoned, and those bound by addictions or
burdened by guilt. We pray for the ill or injured (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for continual reformation in this and every assembly. In new beginnings, impart wisdom. In
established traditions, inspire creativity. In all ministries, revive our hope in the one who makes all things
new. Specifically, ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Services in Iowa, and Good Shepherd Telephone
Reassurance. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for your saints. United with them in the covenant of baptism, increase our faith in your
promised life for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of Christ and the gifts
of the Spirit.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,”
or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING Offerings will be given to ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Services in Iowa, and Good Shepherd
Telephone Reassurance. Checks can be made out to “Trinity-Reformation 500”

YOUTH FESTIVAL CHOIR

As the Grains of Wheat
Lovely Appear
Betsy Kirby, conductor

Marty Haugen
Charles Gounod

Molly Gerrietts, accompanist

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.

OFFERTORY

Praise God From Whom all Blessings Flow

OFFERING PRAYER Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your
care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right... and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Welcome! All baptized Christians are welcome to the Lord's Table. The ushers will direct you to your
communion station. Communion distribution is by intinction which means you dip the bread into the wine or
grape juice before eating it. Gluten free bread will be available at these stations; just let the communion
server know if you need gluten free bread.

The first row of the front and middle sections are reserved for those with mobility challenges and the
communion servers will come to their seats for distribution
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COMMUNION SONG

Let Us Break Bread Together
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COMMUNION SONG

Beautiful Savior
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COMMUNION SONG

Blessed Assurance

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING

Lift High the Cross

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

O God Beyond All Praising

arr. Smith/Story

Festival Band - Doug Huey, conductor

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
CCLI License 11058371. Copied by permission
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Our guest preacher highlights Mason City service
Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad, Minneapolis, MN received a Master of Divinity degree
from Yale Divinity School and an honorary doctorate from Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago. Ordained in 1980, Rev. Lundblad served 16 years as a parish
pastor in New York City, as well as campus pastor at Lehman College and New York
University. From 1997 – 2014 she was Professor of Preaching at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City.
Rev. Dr. Barbara
Lundblad

She is the author of two books: Transforming the Stone: Preaching through Resistance to Change and
Marking Time: Preaching Biblical Stories in Present Tense. For over thirty years she has been one of the
preachers on the radio program “Day 1” (formerly “The Protestant Hour”). She has preached in hundreds
of congregations across the United States, and is a frequent preacher at the Festival of Homiletics. Rev.
Lundblad has given lectures in many seminaries across the country, including the Beecher Lectures at
Yale.
Rev. Lundblad grew up on a farm near Gowrie, IA and is the sister of Ron Lundblad in Mason City.

In the footsteps of Martin Luther– Jubilee Tour
The Mason City Area Chamber of Commerce and Trinity Lutheran Church are
sponsoring a special tour of Germany that Martin Luther once walked 500 years
ago. The 500th Anniversary Jubilee Tour is March 13-21, 2018. It includes 9 days, 7
nights with hotels, meals and day trips and airfare from Minneapolis, MN. Visit
inspiring Luther sites while experiencing some of Germany’s most spectacular cities,
towns and villages. For more details and reservations contact Allyson Krull at the
Mason City Area Chamber Office: 641-423-5724 or akrull@masoncityia.com.

It is a banner year!
Each of the four churches had a 2
1/2’ by 8’ banner made as shown on
the right. One banner was used in
the 2017 Band Fest Parade and all
the banners were displayed at the
churches throughout October.
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Offering Designations: Today’s offerings will be divided equally among the charities listed below.
Checks should be written to Trinity-Reformation 500.
Global ELCA World Hunger: ELCA World Hunger works with and through congregations in the United
States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other partners. It is
uniquely positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to
animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it possible for the
ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of hunger and poverty.
Regional Lutheran Services in Iowa: A large human service agency that serves Iowa’s most vulnerable
population - children, youth and families, people with disabilities, the elderly and people of refugee
status – helping people in times of need, strengthening families and advocating dignity and social justice.
LSI is affiliated with the three ELCA Synods in Iowa.
Local Good Shepherd Telephone Reassurance: A free service of Good Shepherd, Inc. where community
elderly and frail shut-ins receive daily telephone calls from staff concerning their physical and emotional
well-being. A no-contact call is followed up with a well check to be sure they are okay. For more
information, call 641-424-9085.
Note: Offerings will be divided equally among the three listed above. Checks should be made out to
Trinity-Reformation 500.

Credits with sincere appreciation
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Barbara Lundblad
Good Shepherd DVD: Dennis Marsh and Chaplain Kent Mechler
Combined Choir and Conductor Deb Nielsen
Combined Band and Conductor Doug Huey
Children’s Festival Choir and Conductor Betsy Kirby
Keyboardists: Deb Nielsen, Cynthia Tompkins and Mary Groh
Song leaders: Brenda Simon and Joel Everist
Communion Servers
Altar Guild volunteers
Ushers
Set-up crew
Bulletin Production Team: Heather Jones (Typography)
Reformation 500 Music Committee: Kim Reisinger, Deb Nielsen, Geri Barker, Diane Murphy, Betsy Kirby, Bill
Grant , Sid Bohls and Mary Groh
Reformation 500 Planning Committee: Revs. Sid and Jeni Bohls, Sue Cira, Rev. Burton Everist, Rev. Dr. Jack
Gannett, Rev. Dan Gerrietts, Rev. Kent Mechler, Rev. Matthew Muters and Jim Wallace
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Rick Steves’ Martin Luther DVD available
On the 500th anniversary of this pivotal event in European history, Rick
Steves travels in the footsteps of Martin Luther—distilling the story of
that bold monk, the chaos of the Reformation, and the larger political,
economic, and theological context into an engaging, inspiring, and
enlightening program.

This DVD includes the public television special on Luther and the
Reformation (one hour) and 2½ hours of bonus features. Written and
narrated by Rick Steves and produced by American Public Television.
Link: https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/22695/Rick-Steves-Lutherand-the-Reformation-DVD

PBS Luther program shows trials and triumphs
PBS’ movie on the life of Martin Luther is available on DVD
and video. Viewers can see how one man reluctantly took
on the most powerful institutions in his day and won.

The drama is a epic tale of the great Protestant
revolutionary whose belief in his faith would challenge the
powerful medieval church and bring Europe out of the Dark
Ages. Available at Shop PBS.
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GOD'S GRACE IN ACTION 500 YEARS LATER
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