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Thursday, October 2  4:30-6:30 pm (or till gone) Spaghetti Dinner Drive Thru,  
            Bake Sale & Baskets Raffle OS 

 
Thursday, October 18 Mary & Martha Fall Fun Field Trip, 9:45 Meet at Froilech, IA 

Monday, October 20 4-6 pm (or till gone) Chili Drive Thru Supper SP 

Friday, October 31  5:30-6:30 pm Trunk or Treat OS  

Tuesday, November 11  11 am-1 pm Veterans Lunch SP 

Wednesday, November 26 7 pm Thanksgiving Worship Service OS  
           Pie & Coffee following service 



“Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart.” 

(ELW Hymn #574) 
 
 
The words to this beautiful hymn have been on my heart lately; a reminder that God’s call 

comes to all of us in many ways and at different times. Sometimes it’s to a new ministry, 

sometimes to a deeper commitment, sometimes simply to remain faithful where we are. And 

sometimes, that call is to turn toward family, to be present and nurture love in a new way. 

As I prepare to retire at the end of this year, I hear God’s call—not to another congregation, 

but to be “Nana” to my two young grandchildren, and (hopefully) support to my daughter and 

son-in-law. I sense God’s Spirit nudging me to draw close, to walk with them, and to share 

love in the everyday moments. It’s a call I often imagined for “someday,” but God is saying 

the time is now. 

The words to this hymn echo the story of so many faithful people in Scripture who were 

called into new and uncertain paths. Think of Abraham and Sarah setting out for a land they 

did not know. Or Moses, hesitant and unsure, sent to lead God’s people out of Egypt. Think of 

Mary, told she would bear the Savior, even though she could not imagine what that would 

mean for her life. 

Each of them said “yes” to God’s call, but not without emotions. Relief. Excitement.          

Uncertainty. Fear. Even sadness. Saying “yes” to something new almost always means saying 

“good-bye” to something familiar. 

What I am discovering is that God is present in all those emotions. We don’t need to push 

them away. Instead, we can bring them honestly before God. Scripture reminds us that God 

goes with us: “Do not be afraid, for I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10). Jesus promises, “I am 

with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). 

So, when new things come our way—whether it’s a change in family, health, work,          

community, or faith—we can lean on those promises. We can trust that God not only calls us 

but also equips us, strengthens us, and surrounds us with love and companions for the       

journey. 

My prayer for each of you is that when you find yourself facing something new, you may be 

able to whisper (even with hands trembling): “Here I am, Lord. I will go, Lord, if You lead 

me.” 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Jane   
 
 



August Joint Council Meeting    Aug.10, 2025 
 
 
Members present: Pastor Jane, Sue Aves, Diana Black, Jerry Koch, Martha Koch, Linda 
Koopman, Gale Loveless, Art Martell, Diane Murphy, Nancy Nielsen, Ed Simon, Deb    
Stockberger, and Ron Rachut. Absent: Lori Angell, Mary Beyerhelm Huey, LaVern Dahl, Jan 
Nelson, and Cody Olson. 
 
President Ed Simon opened the meeting. Pastor began with prayer. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Jane’s submitted a report of her activities for the month of July. The 
complete report is on file with the Council minutes in the office. Pastor announced she would 
be retiring December 31, 2025. 
 
How are things going: The Joint Council will meet September 7th the following the worship 
service at St. Paul to discuss the next steps on Pastor Jane’s retirement. 
 
Updates: Vacation Bible School – we had one student with Trinity and one volunteer helper. 
Band Festival stand proceeds of $403.00 sent to Mason City Schools for the Care Closets. 
Cannonball proceeds of $349.00 sent to the 457 Cannonball. 
 
Report from Joint Worship and Music Team: The team met on Tuesday, August 5th. There 
will be a Gospel Worship Service Sunday, September 7th, at St. Paul. Outdoor Worship     
Service Sunday, September 14 th , at Our Saviour’s with a potluck following the service. Art 
will talk to Mike about help in setting up for the outdoor service. The worship service on  
September 28 will have a special emphasis on Indian Boarding School Day of Remembrance. 
 
New Business: It was discussed if we should return to sharing the peace and passing the      
offering plates and decided to continue as we are doing now. The two versions on the Lord’s 
Prayer was discussed. 
 
September 7th, 2025, will be our next Joint Council meeting following worship service at St. 
Paul. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Nielsen, Secretary 

 

Thank you to everyone for helping serve the lunch, etc for my mom’s funeral. Also for      
everyone’s love support and prayers for mom. Thank you to Pastor Jane for the beautiful  

service. Love and thank you, Lori, Mike and the Cornick family 

 



Our Saviour’s August Council Meeting     August 10, 2025 
 
Present: Pres. Ed Simon, Secretary Nancy Nielsen, Treasurer Dale Karsjens, Jerry Koch,  
Martha Koch, Gale Loveless, Art Martell, and Ron Rachut. Absent: Vice-Pres. Jan Nelson and 
Cody Olson. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ed Simon. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion made to approve June 8, 2025, minutes. Motion/Second,     
Martha/Ron, motion carried. 
 
Financial Report: Motion made to approve July, 2025, financial report, Motion/Second, Art/
Martha, motion carried. A Mission Investment representative will meet with Pastor Jane and 
Dale on Wednesday, August 13th  
 
President’s Report: The hard drive failed on the office computer. Jim Murphy helped get the 
computer up and running again. A motion was made by Art/Gale to purchase a thank you gift 
card for all Jim’s expertise, motion carried. The shed was broken into again, discussion on 
how to repair the door and locks. Jerry and Randy will solve the problem. The push lawn 
mower won’t start; Ed will replace the mower for the volunteers who keep our property   
looking great. Jerry will take the old lawn mower. We are still in need to find snow removal 
for this winter. 
 
Old Business: New Business: October is Pastor Appreciation month, Pastor Jane requested we 
contribute our gift to the ELCA Ministries Leadership Fund In her honor. We will give the 
congregation an opportunity to donate to this gift in October. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy Nielsen, Secretary 

We have combined our Prayer Chain to include both congregations in our Prayer 
Chain Team! If you have anything that you would like prayer for, please contact 

either church office, Pastor Jane, (See contact information on the front page of this 
newsletter) or contact: Diane Murphy 641-512-5851 or  

Marilyn Martell 641-425-9048. 



ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
August 10, 2025  

 

Members Present: Diana Black, Linda Koopman, Diane Murphy, Deb Stockberger Members 
not present: LaVern Dahl, Lori Angell, Sue Aves, Mary Beyerhelm Huey, Pastor Jane Harris 
met with Our Saviour’s  
 

This meeting followed the joint meeting and as we didn’t have a quorum no decisions were 
made. We discussed Pastor Jane’s announcement that she is retiring December 31, 2025, and 
the congregational meeting results from June.  
 

Minutes of July meeting were reviewed but no action taken.  
 

Pastor’s Report: was presented at the joint meeting  
 

Treasurer’s Report: was reviewed but no action taken Monthly benevolence: August (local) – 
no action taken  
 

Old business: none discussed  
 

New business: Is there a new model Constitution for us to review in preparation for updating 
our own? No Action taken but Diane will find the most current model constitution from the 
ELCA  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Diane Murphy, Secretary pro tem  

JOINT COUNCIL MEETING      September 7, 2025  
Members present: Pastor Jane, Lori Angell, Mary Beyerhelm Huey, Diana Black, LaVern Dahl,  
Jerry Koch, Martha Koch, Linda Koopman, Gale Loveless, Art Martell, Diane Murphy, Jan 
Nelson, Nancy Nielsen, Ed Simon, and Ron Rachut.  Absent:  Sue Aves, Deb Stockberger, and 
Cody Olson. 
President Ed Simon opened the meeting. Pastor began with prayer. 
The question:  What is our next step? 
Martha read the profile of both congregations for our call to Pastor Jane.  Both congregation’s 
goals were to bring us together working as one congregation, and to downsize them to one 
building. 
Suggestions:  Synod find an Interim Pastor, use a student pastor with authorization for        
baptisms and communion, and the Synod suggestions. 
Diana B will contact qualified unbiased contractors to assess the buildings.  The buildings 
seem to be the conflicting issue.  We can’t maintain the expense of two buildings for the long 
term.  Both congregations have similar mission desires and goals and work well and cooperate        
together. 
Pastor Jane will submit her Letter of Resignation to the Synod.  Ed will call Steve Brackett to 
set up a meeting date with the Joint Council members to discuss what we do next. 
October 12th, 2025, will be our next scheduled Joint Council meeting following worship      
service at Our Saviour’s.  Ed will contact Steve Brackett at the Synod office, depending on his 
schedule, that meeting date and time will be announced. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Nielsen, Secretary 



ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

9.7.25 

The Council met briefly after the Joint Council meeting. 
 
Present: LaVern Dahl, Linda Koopman, Lori Angell, Diane Murphy, Diana Black, Mary   
Beyerhelm Huey, Pastor Jane Harris Absent:  Sue Aves, Deb Stockberger 
 
New Business:  
 New officers were appointed:  Motion for Mary Beyerhelm Huey to assume the role of 
President by Diane Murphy, seconded by LaVern Dahl. Motion passed. 
  Motion for Diana Black to assume the role of Secretary by Lori Angell, seconded 
by Linda Koopman. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Monthly benevolence – discussed both August and September contributions, since there 
was no quorum in August.  August:  Local – Motion by Diane Murphy, seconded by Lori    
Angell to support local Suicide Awareness work; motion passed.  September: Global – Motion 
by Diane Murphy, seconded by Diana Black to contribute to hunger appeal in Gaza; motion 
passed. 
 Financial report – Motion by Diana Black, seconded by Mary Beyerhelm Huey to    
submit for audit; motion passed. 
 Reminder that we will need a new church treasurer at the start of the year. If no member 
is willing/able to do the work, we may need to hire it done. 
 
Next meeting:  Sunday, October 12, after the Joint Council meeting. 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Diane Murphy, seconded by Diana Black; motion passed.           
Adjourned at 11:59 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary E Beyerhelm Huey 

Treasurer Needed 
St Paul will need a new treasurer in 2026 as Diane will be stepping down after the Annual 
Meeting. Responsibilities include twice monthly payroll, paying all invoices in a              
timely fashion, recording deposits, producing a 4 page report each month (training will be 
provided on producing the reports) an attending the council meetings to present that            
report. This person does not need to be a council member. The person will not make deposits 
as that is handled by a different group of volunteers. If you are interested please speak to any 
council member.   
 
Facebook Live Volunteer Needed 
We need a couple more volunteers that are available to record worship services for our        
Facebook page. This is an easy job but we need multiple people available so it doesn't fall to 
the same people every week. If interested please speak to Diane Murphy. It would be good to 
have 2 or 3 so we can rotate the responsibility. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Paul Lutheran Church Chili Drive Thru 

Monday, October 20th 

4-6 p.m. (or until gone) 

$7 per meal 

Includes-a 2 cup serving of chili, cinnamon roll  

& crackers 

Bring own container for family size order 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Saviour’s Spaghetti Drive Thru Dinner    

Thursday, Oct 2, 4:30-6:30 pm (or until food runs out) 

Free will donation    

Bake Sale & Baskets to Raffle 

 

Our Saviour’s will be holding Trunk or Treat on Friday,        
October 31st in the parking lot from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 



 

 

 

QUILTING: We can always use more help making quilt tops and backs and cutting       
middles. We tie quilts on most Monday mornings. Contact Sue Aves (or just show up) if you 
can help or if you would like to participate but need to arrange a more convenient time for 
you. (You don't need to know how to sew or quilt.) 
 
MEETING TIMES: WELCA members meet in the Fellowship Hall on Mondays at      
9:30 a.m. to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief and Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. for     
meetings and work on other projects. We hope you will join us. However, if you are          
interested in making quilts or working on our other various projects and this time doesn't 
work for you, please contact Becky Lundblad, Tanya Dahl, Shelly Thenhaus, or Sue Aves, 
and perhaps another time can be worked out. 

 
A Peep from the Pantry 

 
Thank you so much to all of you who support the Little Free Pantry 

ministry , either by sharing items or monetarily. Recently a Thank You 
note was placed in the pantry, reminding us of why we do this . The 

note expressed “This helps more than you know!! Thank You from the 
bottom of my heart. I appreciate you all SO MUCH!!” So please keep 

the LFP in your prayers and on your grocery list because it DOES 
make a difference. Also, remember you can donate Menards rebate 
receipts in the envelope at Our Saviour’s. We just sent in rebates     

totaling $48.37 to use for pantry items. Keep’em coming !!  
Thanks so much, LFP 

 
 
 

St. Paul WELCA will be holding a Veterans Lunch on  
Tuesday, November 11th, 11-1 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Veterans eat for free, a free will offering  
will be requested from the other guests. 



 
THANK YOUs 

 
God has blessed our Community Garden with tons of produce. Thank you to all the         
volunteers from both churches who have worked hard weeding, harvesting vegetables, and 
sharing produce with the community and in the Little Free Pantry. 
 
We thank the volunteers from Our Saviour’s and St. Paul who have given of their time and 
talents to work on the Habitat for Humanity Houses being built on the Madison School 
property. Weeding, moving dirt, painting inside rooms and so much more during August was 
accomplished on three separate occasions. God’s Work. Your hands and labor. 
 
Meals on Wheels volunteers continue to bring meals to people in our community. We          
appreciate your gift of time, smiles, and a greeting to those who need these meals. 
 
Together the members of Our Saviour’s and St. Paul gave generously from their hearts for the 
Lutheran World Relief School Kit Drive. Together we will be sending more than 665 
school kits to the warehouse in Oct. To all who donated items and money, helped assemble 
the school bags and kits, donated boxes for shipping, and will load up the kits and take them 
to Albert Lea on Oct. 11- thank you. Please pray for those who will be receiving them 
throughout the world. 
 
Many thanks as well to the quilters of St. Paul and Our Saviour’s for your gift of quilt making 
for Lutheran World Relief. 
 
We thank all who have kept the lawns at both churches mown and weeded, and have cared for 
the flower bed and bushes this season.     

 

Join us for a 4-week study of DIETRICH BONHOEFFER, German pastor, theologian, and 

Nazi resister!  We will meet Tuesdays in October  beginning Oct. 7 in the St. Paul fellowship 

hall, 6:30 - 7:30 pm. This class will follow a curriculum called "Lessons from Dietrich   

Bonhoeffer in a House Divided and a World on Fire" written by Lori Brandt Hale, PhD at 

the request of  Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania. We will learn about            

Bonhoeffer's life as a pastor during the Nazi regime, and his commitment to Christ-centered 

theology. You will see much of his work mirrored in our Lutheran language today!  

Please contact Mary Beyerhelm Huey if you wish to be  
involved. marybeyerhelmhuey@gmail.com or 641-425-9413. Class size is limited, so       

reserve your space now! 

mailto:marybeyerhelmhuey@gmail.com


 

NOVEMBER 

11/02  Micah Stockberger 

11/04  Marilyn Martell 

11/06  Jim Wallace 

11/07  Delmar Austinson 

11/08  Jeanine Jamtgaard 

11/09  Sue Aves 

11/10  Carol Rye 

11/16  Vicki Wolfe 

11/18  Riley Ruiz 

11/19  Brenda Simon,  
             Liam Stockberger 
11/21  Nathan Gelner 

11/22  Jerry Koch, Steve Wolfe 

11/25  Ed Davies 

11/27  Ron Lundblad 

11/29  Diane Murphy 

11/30  Megan Slocum 

OCTOBER 

10/04  Valerie Hasbrouck 

10/12  Keith Morphew, Ken Truka 

10/13  Annabelle Janssen 

10/18  John Enright 

10/19  Mason Walters 

10/24  Amelia Slocum 

10/25  Art Martell 

10/26  Donna Vosburgh 

10/28  Madison Stockberger 

10/31  Dawn Truka 



October 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:30 M&M’s/ 

         WELCA SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:00 Joint Council 

         Meeting SP 

2 

 

 

 

4:30-6:30 pm 

Spaghetti  

Drive Thru 

3 4 

5 

 

9:30 Worship SP 

6 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

7 

 

Noon Worship 

   Planning SP 

8 

9:00 Comm Kit OS 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

9 10 11 

 

LWR 

Ingathering 

12 

 

9:30 Worship OS 

10:30 Joint  

    Council Meeting 

 

2 2/4 Knitters SP 

13 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

14 15 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

16 

 

 

 

4 Comm Kit. SP 

17 18 

 

Mary &  

Martha Field 

Trip 

19 

 

9:30 Worship SP 

20 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

 

4-6 Chili Take out 

21 22 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

23 24 25 

26 

 

9:30 Worship OS 

 

2 2/4 Knitters 

 

27 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

 

10:45 Meals on 

           Wheels OS 

28 29 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

30 31 

 

 

5:30-6:30 

Trunk or 

Treat OS 

 



November 2025 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Daylight Saving 

               Ends 

 

9:30 Worship SP 

3 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

4 5 

9:30 M&M’s/ 

         WELCA SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

6 7 

9:00 Comm Kit        

                    OS 

8 

9 

9:30 Worship OS 

10:30 Joint  

           Council 

2 2/4 Knitters SP 

10 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

11 

 

11-1 Veteran’s 

         Lunch 

12 

9:00 Comm Kit OS 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

13 14 15 

16 

 

9:30 Worship SP 

17 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

18 19 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

6:30 Bible  

         Study SP 

20 

 

 

 

4 Comm Kt 

SP 

21 22 

23 

 

9:30 Worship OS 

 

2 2/4 Knitters SP 

24 

 

9:00 Quilters OS 

9:30 Quilters SP 

25 26 

9:30 M&M’s SP 

 

5:00 Bell Choir 

7:00 Thanksgiving 

Worship Service 

27 

Thanksgiving 

28 29 

30 

 

9:30 Worship OS 

 

 

      


