Worship & Holy Communion
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, November 16, 2025 9:30 a.m.

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened
for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of
the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

In God’s Service

Worship Leader: Pastor Jane Harris
Ministers: All Baptized People of God
Music: Mary Groh

Reader: Deb Stockberger

Ushers Larry & Deb Stockberger




PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We
exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses
instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what
we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus
your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set
free.

Amen.



The assembly stands
GATHERING HYMN

How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - 'ry tri als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je sus, the Word!
for | am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf fi cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ‘reign, € ter nal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to you he has  said
ru strength - en  you, help you, and cause you fto stand,
The  flames shall not  hurt you; I on ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem - ples a dorn,
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who un - to the Sav - dor for ref - uge have fled?

up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip - o - tent hand”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”

like lambs  they shall still in my bo - som be borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Vs 3
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2 @Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, et it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is
strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as
our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without
losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

The assembly is seated.

SPECIAL MUSIC Lord’s Prayer Pat Steinfort



Malachi 4:1-2a Psalm 98

A day of blistering heat for the arrogant; In righteousness will the
a day of healing sun for the righteous LORD judge the world.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Luke 21:5-19

Do not be idle, but do what is right Jesus speaks of wars,
for the sake of Christ endurance, betrayal,

and suffering for his sake

A reading from Malachi:

' See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.
*2But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: (Please read responsively)

' Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

0 LORD, you have made known your victory,

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
>You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel;

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
*Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

> Sing to the LORD with the harp,

with the harp and the voice of song.



°With trumpets and the sound of the horn

shout with joy before the king, the LORD.

’Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,

the world and those who dwell therein.

® Let the rivers clap their hands,

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge
the earth.

® The Lorp will judge the world with righteousness

and the peoples with equity.

A reading from 2 Thessalonians:

°Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living
irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received from
us. ’ For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, ®*and we did not eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and
day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This was not because we
do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate.
" For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone
unwilling to work should not eat. ** For we hear that some of you are
living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. > Now such
persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their
work quietly and to earn their own living. = Brothers and sisters, do not
be weary in doing what is right.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATON The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL

The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

> When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ®“pAs for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 7They asked him, “Teacher,
when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place?” ® And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will
come in my name and say, ‘l am he!” and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go
after them. ° “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be
terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not
follow immediately.” *°* Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation and kingdom against kingdom; ** there will be great earthquakes
and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven. ** “But before all this occurs, they
will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name. = This will give you an opportunity to testify. ** So make up
your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, *>for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. *°You will be betrayed even by parents and



siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name. ** But not a hair of your
head will perish. *° By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597
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2 When dark - ness veils his love - ly face, |
3 His oath, his cov - e - nant, his blood sus -
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Je - sus’ blood and righ - teous - ness; no mer - it of my
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On Christ, the sol -id  rock, [ stand;all oth -er ground is  sink - ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876



The assembly stands
CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PLEASE READ RESPONSIVELY)

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

P: God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they
proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony.

C: Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call.



P: God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague,
use your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it.
Restore peoples and places experiencing natural disasters.

C: Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis.

P: God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government,
courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military.

C: Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up
the common good.

P: God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations
that are marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by
friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or oppression.

C: Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind.

P: God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us
for compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired
prayer.

C: Encourage your people in building equitable community where all
are valued.

P: God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love
and faithfulness.

C: Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the
example of the faithful.

P: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your
grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY Shall We Gather at the River
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we ev’ry burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.
Refrain
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river,
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to
fill them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these
your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of your feast and unite us in-
to the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your
holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Each side will be ushered forward down the center aisle. Those on the
pulpit side will kneel at the communion rail at the front and fill into the
back. Those on the lector side will kneel at the communion rail at the
back and fill in to the front. Pastor will distribute the elements from the
pulpit front and around the back. Communion is continual. Return your
cups to the trays by the pews.

(The assembly is seated)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that
does not perish, a taste of life eternal.

COMMUNION MUSIC Accompanist Choice



The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with
the bread of heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the
body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for
all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in
Christ’s name.

Amen.

BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you,
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity
bless you + and grant you a faithful and courageous heart now and
forever.

Amen.



SENDING SONG O God, Our Help in Ages Past ELW 632
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O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
Un - der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient 18 your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is  sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end - less years the same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: St1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.



Calendar

This Week:
Sunday, Nov. 16 9:30 am Worship/Communion @ SP
10:30 am Fellowship
Monday, Nov. 17 9:00 am Quilting OS

9:30 am Quilting SP
Wednesday, Nov. 19 9:30 am M&M’s SP
5:00 pm Bell Choir Practice

Thursday, Nov. 20 4:00 pm Community Kitchen SP
Next Week:
Sunday, Nov. 23 9:30 am Worship/Communion OS

10:30 am Fellowship
2:00 pm 2/4 Stitchers SP
Monday, Nov. 24 9:00 am Quilting OS
9:30 am Quilting SP
Wednesday, Nov. 26 9:30 am M&M’s SP
5:00 pm Bell Choir Practice
6:30 pm Thanksgiving Service with pie
following OS

Announcements

The flowers were provided by Sue Aves in loving memory of her
parents, Lyell and Marie; brothers, LuVerne, Ray and Bob; sisters,
LaVonne, Shirley, Lila and Donna; and pets; Ellie and Brindle.

The St. Paul Congregational Council has called a Special Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, December 7, following the 9:30 am worship
service at St. Paul. The purpose of this meeting is to vote on the motion
to EXPLORE the possibility of joining as a single congregation with Our
Saviour’s Lutheran Church.



We anticipate many questions and concerns about this matter, so have
planned for informal conversations after worship today (Nov. 16) in the
Lounge at St. Paul. You may submit your questions ahead of time by
writing them and sealing them in an envelope during worship the next
weeks at St. Paul. These may be written anonymously.

Due to an oversight at the St. Paul Annual Meeting, we have not ratified
the vote to change our quorum number to 15. Therefore, we MUST
have at least 25 people present at the December 7 Special
Congregational Meeting, and the 2026 Annual Meeting on January 18.
Please help us achieve that number of voting members present at each
meeting, so that we can conduct business according to our Constitution.

You are invited to a Thanksgiving Eve worship service at Our Saviour’s
on Wed. Nov. 26 at 6:30 pm. Following our worship we will have pie and
coffee fellowship.

The Wednesday evening Advent Meal/Service will start at 6 pm
beginning on Wednesday, December 3, this is a time change from 5:30
pm.

A Thank you from North lowa Impact Team-“We would like to thank you
for the use of your garden this summer. All the veggies helped SO many
people in our community. We’re looking forward to teaming up again
with you next year. Thanks Again!"(Note: extra vegetables were gleaned
by members of the NIIT this summer, and other vegetables donated as
well)

The deadline for the December/lanuary newsletter is Thursday,
November 20th but | would prefer submissions much sooner. Thank
you, Valerie.



VETERANS LUNCHEON: We were privileged to once again hold a
luncheon in honor of our veterans. Thanks to all who helped with and
provided desserts for this wonderful event. All proceeds will be given to
veterans' organizations. The $50.00 Hy-Vee gift card was won by
Warren Hammond.

BAKE SALE: St. Paul WELCA hopes that members of St. Paul and Our
Saviour’s will contribute items such as cookies, quick breads or snack
mix. Proceeds from this event will be given to 16 local and global
charities during our disbursement of funds at the end of this month.
With our Thrivent grant, we will be purchasing some baking items such
as flour, sugar (brown, white, powdered) and butter so let Becky
Lundblad know if there are any specific items you need for your baked
goods. The bake sale is Saturday, December 13th from 9-2 in the
Fellowship Hall at St. Paul.

As the holiday season approaches, many seniors are experiencing
isolation as well as financial limitations. Those seniors in our
community need our support, now more than ever. Many live on a very
limited budget and may not be with their family at
Christmas. That’s why Elderbridge Agency on Aging is partnering with
North lowa Community Action Organization — to help make their
holiday season a little jollier and give them something to smile about
on Christmas.

Those seniors looking to be adopted have requested their needs and
wants (which include favorite color and sizes, etc.) The names of the
seniors with whom we’ve been matched are confidential. A small
Christmas tree will be in the fellowship hall at Our Saviour’s until
December 7. On the branches of that tree will be gift tags with
specific information regarding the requested gifts for the Seniors with
whom we’ve been matched. Please take a tag, purchase the item new,
wrap it, tape the tag to it, and get it to Chris or put it under Our



Saviour’s gift tree by DECEMBER 7. If you prefer to make a financial
contribution, it will be used to purchase seniors’ gifts. Put that donation
in an envelope and give it to Chris VanDeventer by December 1* and
she’ll do the shopping. Let’s all work together to make the coming
season brighter for the seniors in our community!

Please be sure to sign friendship registers located at end of pews.

Reminder: the deadline for turning in announcements for the bulletin is
Wednesday by
8 a.m.

If you feel drawn to kneel during the service, please feel free to lower
the kneelers and use them.

There are sign up sheets in the Narthex for serving coffee hour and the
Community Kitchen. Please help where you can.

Contact information for Pastor Jane: phone number is 641-242-0337
and her email address is janeharris2010@gmail.com if anyone in our
church family wanted to contact her.

Images, liturgical elements, and music reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress license SAS103399
and Onelicense, A-738227. All rights reserved.
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